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The Perils of Being a Servant

Intro : Nobody in this generation will forget Jonestown. At least, I hope not: That tragedy stands as a mute reminder of the awful results of a leader

gone wild.

I shall never be able to erase from my mind the scene that appeared on one television newscast after another. It was not just death, but a mass suicide—over nine hundred bloated corpses in the steamy jungle of Guyana. People in rows, “looking like full-grown rag dolls,” was how one reporter described them. Except for a few defectors who managed to slip away at the last minute, every soul in that cult compound gave up his or her life as the leader demanded. Whoever takes the time to investigate the evidence that led to such a bizarre atrocity soon discovers that the man at the top (who claimed to be a servant of God) fell into the trap that has ruined many a strong, natural leader.

Beneath every horrible picture of that unforgettably sick scene could be written the same five-word caption: THE PERIL OF LIMITLESS CONTROL. Rather than remaining a servant of God and of the people, instead of modeling humility, teachability, and unselfishness, Jim Jones eroded into an empty shell of authoritarianism, sensuality, and unaccountability

an untouchable prima donna who fell into the clutches of his own lust and pride.

Most every calling and occupation carries with it peculiar hazards—some subtle, some obvious and overt. It’s not just the steeplejack or submarine crew or high-rise window washers or S.W.A.T. teams who face perils in their work. We all do. No exceptions.

Including servants.

That may surprise you. Being a servant seems as safe and harmless as a poached egg on a plate. What could possibly be perilous about serving others?

1. SOME COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

A. As we return to a section of Scripture we looked at earlier, 2 Corinthians 4, I’d like to suggest three familiar misconceptions regarding servanthood. Read verses 4 through 7 rather carefully:

1. In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

2. Sounds like servants comprise an elite body of people, doesn’t it? They possess a treasure. The “surpassing greatness” of God’s power pours out of their lives. But when you look closely, you detect that all of that is of God, not themselves. This introduces misconception number one:

B. Servants Have Special Powers in Themselves

1. How very easy it is to look at God’s servants through rose-colored glasses! almost as if they possess a mystical, divine unction or some angelic “mantle” that causes them to ooze with supernatural, heaven-sent power. But this is wrong!

2. Listen to an earlier verse: Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; (2 Cor.3:5).
3. Mark it well, servants are absolutely human, filled with all the weaknesses and potential for failure that characterize every other human being.

4. Another common misconception is this:

C. Servants Don’t Struggle with Everyday Problems 
1. Consider 2 Corinthians 4:8—9 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;.

2. Afflicted. Perplexed. Persecuted. Struck down. We’ll look deeper into these terms in Chapter 12, but suffice it to say that they reflect the struggles common to all of us. Under stress, confused, pursued, rejected—Paul (and every servant since his day) understands what it means to endure the constant blast of problems. In fact, it is in the crucible that the servant learns to release his way for God’s way.

3. Servants do indeed struggle with daily difficulties. 

4. A third misconception:

D. Servants are Protected against Subtle Dangers  Read verses 10—11:

1. “always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.  (2 Cor. 4:10—11).

2. People who serve God and others “carry about in the body” signs of death—dangers and perils that are undeniable. Subtle and silent, these dangers lurk in the most unexpected places, pleading for satisfaction. The true servant, as we have already discovered, is vulnerable. When the servant stumbles into these traps, it isn’t long before he is completely ensnared. And it seldom happens fast or boldly. Usually, it comes on the scene in another garb entirely, appearing to be anything but dangerous.

3. Speaking of this, one man admits about the godly leader: “Although he is by no means immune to the temptations of the flesh, the dangers most to be guarded against lie in the realm of the spirit. He must remember that “sabbathless Satan,” his relentless enemy, will take advantage of every inch of ground he concedes in any area of his life.’

4. So let’s not be misled. Servants, no matter how useful, godly, unselfish, and admirable, are every bit as human and subject to the perils of life as any other person on earth. Without special powers in themselves, as we have noted, they struggle with everyday problems . . . especially vulnerable to the subtle dangers that can easily trip them up, as we have already realized from the reminder of Jonestown.

2. A CLASSIC EXAMPLE

To illustrate the truth of this in Scripture, let’s turn back to the Old Testament for a change and lift out of obscurity a man who became the helper of one of the greatest prophets God ever raised up. The prophet’s name was Elisha and his servant’s name was Gehazi. The story we want to examine starts in 2 Kings, chapter 2.


A. Background and Role

1. Times were hard. The nation of Israel was rapidly deteriorat​ing as one wicked ruler following another led the people into increasing depths of depravity. 

2. The citizens became wasted, confused, empty shells of humanity. Morally, spiritually, politi​cally, even physically their lives were zilch! The few prophets who did appear on the scene stood absolutely alone like cattle in a blizzard, but nevertheless, they stood.
3. Elijah (not to be confused with Elisha) a remarkably courageous prophet of God, had lived Out his life by this time. As he departed “by a whirlwind to heaven” (2:1, 1 1), Elisha (his successor) is standing by and receives from God the same dynamic power that had rested on Elijah. With a whoosh, Elisha was off and running! God had a number of remarkable, even miraculous things for His prophet to do. And on top of all that, he soon comes to be known as a “man of God,” a title he well deserved.

4. The prophet emerges in 2 Kings 4 with a servant named Gehazi. We pick up the story at verse 8: ”And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 9And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually. 10Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 11And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there. 12And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him. 13And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. 14And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. 15And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. 16And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. 17And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of life.”  (vv. 8—17).

5. This is only the beginning of a series of events Elisha is involved in. But our attention falls upon the one whose job it was to assist the prophet. We want to discover through his experiences some of the common perils that await all who determine to serve others.

B. Temptations and Reactions

1. Working alongside a high profile, greatly respected prophet like Elisha was a privilege. But at the same time it was a particular position that brought about unique temptations, as we shall see. We’ll call these temptations, and Ghazi’s reactions to them, “perils.” 

2. I find four of them in Elisha’s servant’s life. The first is set forth in 2 Kings 4:18—26:
3. And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers. 19And he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother. 20And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. 21And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out. 22And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again. 23And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be well. 24Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee. 25So she went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite: 26Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well.
4. The “miracle child” God gave the Shunammite woman grows up and is old enough to work in the fields. While doing so he either receives a severe blow on his forehead or suffers a sunstroke or some serious internal problem, causing the young lad to cry out, “My head, my head!” Naturally, the mother thinks immediately of Elisha—if anybody can help, he can. When the prophet saw her coming at a distance, he recognized her. It is at this point we see the servant’s tendency to react incorrectly. 

5. Read verses 26 through 28:“Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well. 27And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the LORD hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. 28Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me?”

C.The Peril of Overprotection and Possessiveness

1. Do you see how this reveals itself? Gehazi is obviously committed to Elisha. He wants to be a protective shield around him—so we shouldn’t be surprised that when the anxious mother arrived, 

2. Gehazi “came near to push her away.” It’s so easy for those with a servant’s heart to get tunnel vision and miss the needs of others. 

3. A similar situation occurred in the account in Numbers 11:24—30 when Joshua attempted to restrain two men from prophesying in the camp. He was jealous that nobody took anything away from the special role of Moses, whom he served. Prophesying was Moses’ job, not theirs! Greathearted Moses told Joshua to back off. Joshua attempted to overprotect Moses much like Gehazi did with Elisha.

4. Servants, watch out for the peril of possessiveness. Let’s read on through the 2 Kings 4 passage: “Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of the child. 30And the mother of the child said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And he arose, and followed her.” (vv. 29—30).

5. Elisha laid out a plan whereby the young man would be raised up . . . and that plan included Gehazi. The servant is dis​patched to the bedside of the mother’s son. We can be sure Gehazi’s heart was beating fast. He must have anticipated an exciting response, as God would surely raise the lad from death. He would be involved in a miracle! But nothing happened. Not a thing changed.

6. “And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not awaked.” (v. 31).

7. Suddenly, Elisha burst on the scene—and phenomenal results occurred. A miracle transpired.

8. When Elisha came into the house, behold the lad was dead and laid on his bed.

9. “And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. 33He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD. 34And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 35Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. 37Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out.”

10. Try to identify with the servant rather than with the ecstatic mother if you can. As you do so, you’ll feel some of the very human feelings Gehazi must have had.

D. The Peril of Feeling Used and Unappreciated

1. Serve others long enough and you’ll periodically dip into this valley. Gehazi had done exactly what he was told to do. Yet he had witnessed no change, no miracle. In came Elisha who suddenly did it all. And guess who is given the assignment to tell the mother—Gehazi! And if that isn’t sufficient, read on—same song, second verse:

2. And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. 39And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they knew them not. 40So they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death in the pot. And they could not eat thereof. (vv. 38—40). 

3. Famine has struck the area. Our friend, Gehazi, is told to whip up a pot of stew. Inadvertently, poisonous plants are dropped into the crock pot and everybody screams! But then notice what happened:

4. But he said, “Now bring meal.” And he threw it into the pot, and he said, “Pour it out for the people that they may eat.” Then there was no harm in the pot (v. 41).

5. Gehazi had done the work. . . but Elisha got all the credit. I mean, the servant can’t even make stew! How frustrated can one get? Unless I miss my guess, a little embarrassment was added to the frustration . . . and Gehazi probably felt the sting of not being appreciated. You know, always being preempted by the prophet. Even though he had done everything he had been told to do.

6. So it is with servants today. It is so easy to feel used and unappreciated.

7. Do I speak to you who serve behind the scenes in a ministry or a business? You work faithfully and diligently, yet the glory goes to another. Your efforts make someone else successful. How easy to feel resentful! Assistant directors, associate and assistant pastors, secretaries, administrators, “internal personnel,” all members of the I work hard but because I’m..not..up..front I never get the credit club, take heart! Our God who rewards in secret will never overlook your commitment.

8. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. (Heb. 6:10).

9. A
great verse for those of you who feel used and unappreciated. But a warning is also in order. Keep a close eye on your pride. God’s true servant is like the Lord Jesus, who came not “to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45) . . . to serve and to give. 

10. Pride wants strokes— lots of them. It loves to get the credit, to be mentioned, to receive glory, to have people—ooh and ahhh. Ideally, your superiors will be thoughtful people who give you the credit you deserve, but, unfortunately, that will not always occur. And your pride will need to be held in check. At those tough times when you make the stew and someone else gets the strokes, remember your role: to serve and to give.

11. J. Oswald Sanders is correct when he writes this of pride: “Nothing is more distasteful to God than self-conceit. This first and fundamental sin in essence aims at enthroning self at the expense of God. .”

12. Pride is a sin of whose presence its victim is least con​scious. .

13. If we are honest, when we measure ourselves by the life of our Lord who humbled Himself even to death on a cross, we cannot but be overwhelmed with the tawdriness and shabbiness, and even the vileness, of our hearts.

14. True love flowing from authentic servants does not keep a record of who did what, and it does not look to others for the credit. In other words, real servants stay conscious of the blindness pride can create.

15. As we turn to chapter 5 in 2 Kings, an entirely different experience awaits Gehazi, the servant of Elisha. Not one but two more perils lurk in the shadows to ensnare the man. As we shall see, the second of the two proved too great a temptation for him and he finally succumbed. But first, let’s set the stage.

16. A man named Naaman was a high-ranking Syrian soldier. He was influential, wealthy, proud, a man of dignity, courage, patriotism, and military clout. There was only one problem, the man had leprosy. Through a chain of interesting events, Naaman was led to Elisha for cleansing from his dread disease. We pick up the biblical narrative at verse 9:

17. 9So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 11But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage..
18. I take it that the “messenger” Elisha sent to answer the door was Gehazi, his trusted servant. It fell his lot to be the bearer of news the Syrian officer did not want to hear. As we read in the account, the high-ranking soldier was offended. He became enraged. And look who was caught in the crossfire—the servant. The dear guy didn’t generate the news, he just communicated it and boom! This introduces us to another peril common to those who faithfully serve others.

E. The Peril of Disrespect and Resentment

1. Gehazi has neither rank nor authority, yet his responsibility puts him in a most unpopular dilemma. He has the task of facing a person with the truth that the person does not want to hear. 

2. The result? Feeling and hearing the verbal blows of disrespect and resentment. Let me stretch this out and apply it.

3. There are times when God’s servant is called upon to confront or in some way tell another the truth that the individual does not want to hear. The information may be painful to accept, but it is what God wants said. So the faithful servant says it. Graciously yet accurately. And all of a sudden the lid blows sky high. He is caught in the crossfire. What do you do in such precarious moments? Fight back? Yell and scream and threaten in return?

4. Listen to God’s counsel to servants whose job it is to say hard things: “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.” (2 Tim. 2:24—26).
5. What wise counsel! Not quarrelsome, but kind. Not irritated, but patient . . . even when wronged. Not angry, but gentle. God may be using your words to help the hearers “come to their senses,” which may sound very noble; but, believe me, there are times it’s not a lot to write home about.

6. You may frequently find yourself in this unpopular spot. An individual who has come to you pours out his soul, not unlike the leper, Naaman. And God very clearly leads me to confront or point out a few specifics that the person finds rather painful to hear, not to mention accept. Suddenly, you become the verbal punching bag. 

7. Now understand, You didn’t write the Book and you in no way view yourself as the individual’s judge—even though he may think I do. But counselees scream at me, curse, stomp out of the room, and share with me a piece of their mind they couldn’t afford to lose. Some wait until later and write me one of those flaming missiles that burn your eyes when you read them. 

8. And what did you do to deserve that treatment? I told the truth. I simply carried a message as tactfully and well-timed as possible, but it was rejected—at least for awhile. But the payoff comes later on when the person realizes the truth was told and I really had his good at heart.

9. I suppose the moral of the story is this: Being a servant may not be very pleasant, but when you do and say what is right-​unpopular though it may be—good will come. Or better, in the words of Solomon:

10. When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him (Prov. 16:7).

11. Gehazi needed that verse to claim back when Naaman threw his fit. And do you know what later happened to Naaman? He finally did precisely what he was told to do, and he received the miraculous result he had been promised.

12. Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. (2 Kings 5:14).

13. Unlike many you and I may help, this man returned to thank Elisha and Gehazi. He was so overwhelmed he offered a sizable gift of gratitude. Elisha refused any tangible thank you.

14. And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 16But he said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused. 17And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD. 18In this thing the LORD pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this thing. 19And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.  (vv. 15—19).

15. But that’s not the end of the account. You’ll notice Naaman offered Gehazi a gift as well. And the prophet had refused it. But deep within the heart of the servant crouched a silent beast of the soul, greed—not uncommon among some servants. Lest you think I am being too harsh, read on:

16. But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him. 21So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well? 22And he said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments. 23And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before him. 24And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed. (2 Kings 5:20—24).

17. Got the picture? You have just read of the fourth and perhaps the most subtle peril every servant must endure: hidden greed. This is the secret, smoldering desire to be rewarded, ap​plauded, and exalted. 

18. Elisha said, “No.” No way did he want the soldier ever to say, “He did it for what he would get out of it,” which prompted the prophet to respond as he did—”I will take nothing” (v. 16). 

19. But Gehazi was cut from another piece of cloth. Maybe he was weary of feeling used and unappreciated or perhaps he had had enough of just getting by on a shoestring. Whatever, he possessed some pretty strong feelings, since he second-guessed Elisha’s decision (v. 20), falsified the story when he met up with Naaman (v. 22), and attempted to cover his tracks when he later stood before his master (v. 25). Listen to the tragic ending.

20. “But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither. 26And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? 27The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.” (vv. 25—27).

CLOSING : Exposed and sternly judged, Gehazi experienced a horrible punishment. He had not only gone against the decision of the prophet, he had lied to him when confronted with his deeds. The servant was accountable! I repeat this same theme you have already read several times in this book. Accountability is essential in order for any servant to remain pure and pliable clay in the Master’s hand. Would to God Jim Jones had applied that same truth before he began his downward spiral, taking hundreds with him.

Jim Jones is so unlike the man Rudyard Kipling had in mind when he wrote of. 

This poem is an undying challenge to every one of us who desires to serve: 

If you can keep your head when all about you Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,

And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;

If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two imposters just the same;

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with kings—nor lose the common touch;

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If all men count with you, but none too much; If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run— Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

And—what is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!

SOME LINGERING LESSONS
We have attempted to maintain an objective stance as we have investigated the life of a servant in the Old Testament. We have discovered four common perils he faced, identical to those we wrestle with:

(
Being overprotective and possessive of the one he served.

(
Feeling used and unappreciated. Experiencing undeserved disrespect and resentment. Having hidden greed—desiring to be rewarded.

From these very real and common perils there emerges at least three timely lessons for all of us to remember.

1. No servant is completely safe. A tough truth to accept! We who give and give become increasingly more vulnerable as time passes. As I shall point out in my chapter on the consequences of serving others, there are times we’ll get ripped off. We will be used. We will feel unappreciated. But realizing ahead of time this will happen, we are better equipped to handle it when it comes. The proper perspective will guard us against stumbling into one of these perils. No servant is completely safe. Lean hard on the Master when you serve others.

2. Most deeds will be initially unrewarded. Again, this is helpful to know before we plunge in head first. If you are the type who needs a lot of strokes from people, who has to be appreciated before you can continue very long, you’d better forget about being a servant. More often than not, you will be overlooked, passed up, behind the scenes, and virtually un​known. Your reward will not come from without, but from within. Not from people, but from the satisfaction God gives you down inside.

Much of the ministry requires this mentality. A pastor may stand at the door of the church following his sermon and shake hands with the flock as everybody says nice things about him my friend Howard Hendricks calls this “the glorification of the worm,” a description I certainly agree with), but in reality, if that man preaches for those few moments of flattery—and most don’t—he’s in the wrong business. True servants readily accept the truth of this familiar piece:

So send I you to labor unrewarded. To serve unpaid, unloved, unsought, unknown, To bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing, So send I you to toil for Me alone....So send I you to leave your life’s ambition, To die to dear desire, self-will resign, To labor long and love where men revile you, So send I you to lose your life in Mine. “As the Father hath sent me, So send I you.”5
Most of the servant’s deeds will be initially unrewarded. That’s a basic axiom we must accept.

3.
All motives must be honestly searched. Learn a lesson from Gehazi. Before jumping, think to ask why. Before accept​ing any of Naaman’s tangible gifts of gratitude (and there are occasions when such is perfectly acceptable), probe into your reason for doing so. Check your motive, fellow servant.

Charles Swidoll tells of days in seminary, He formed a habit that helped me immensely throughout life. He had my artistic sister Luci print a simple, three-word question on a small rectangular card He placed on the wall above the desk where I spent so much of my time. Just black letters on a white card, with a bold question mark at the end:

WHAT’S YOUR MOTIVE ?

.

