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Portrait of a Servant, Part Two

Intro: You don't run through an art gallery; you walk very slowly. You often stop, study the treasured works of art, taking the time to appreciate what has been painted. You examine the texture, the technique, the choice and mixture of colors, the subtle as well as the bold strokes of the brush, the shadings. And the more valuable the canvas, the more time and thought it deserves. You may even return to it later for a further and deeper look, especially if you are a student of that particular artist.

In the gallery of His priceless work, the Lord God has included a portrait of vast value. It is the portrait of a servant carefully painted in words that take time to understand and appreciate. The frame in which the portrait has been placed is Jesus Christ's immortal Sermon on the Mount. We have examined a portion of the portrait already, but we are retuming for another look, hoping to see more that will help us become the kind of persons the Artist has portrayed.

ANALYSIS OF FOUR MORE QUALITIES

In His word-portrait of a servant, Christ emphasizes eight characteristics or qualities. We have studied the first four in the previous chapter. We now return to the picture for an analysis of the final four.

7     Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.

8     Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.

9     Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

10   Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against         

       you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets     

       which were before you. (Mart. 5:7-12).
1. "The Merciful"

A. Mercy is concern for people in need. It is ministry to the miserable. Offering help for those who hurt . . . who suffer under the distressing blows of adversity and hardship. The term itself has an interesting background.

1. It does not mean only to sympathize with a person in the popular sense of the term; it does not mean simply to feel sorry for someone in trouble. 

2. Chesedh, mercy, means the ability to get right inside the other person's skin. . . . Clearly this is much more than an emotional wave of pity; clearly this demands a quite deliberate effort of the mind and of the will. 

3. It denotes a sympathy which is not given, as it were, from outside, but which comes from a deliberate identification with the other person, until we see things as he sees them, and feel things as he feels them.'
B. Those special servants of God who extend mercy to the miserable often do so with much encouragement because they identify with the sorrowing-they "get inside their skin." 

1. Rather than watching from a distance or keeping the needy safely at arm's length, they get in touch, involved, and offer assistance that alleviates some of the pain.

2. When people minister to the poor and needy in practical ways, they are showing mercy? They are showing mercy. . . a ministry to others that is born out of the womb of identification. In our isolated, cold society, mercy is rarely demonstrated. Shocking stories make headlines today with remarkable regularity.

3. A young woman was brutally attacked as she returned to her apartment late one night. She screamed and shrieked as she fought for her life . . . yelling until she was hoarse . . . for thirty minutes . . . as she was beaten and abused. Thirty-eight people watched the half-hour episode in rapt fascination from their windows. Not one so much as walked over to the telephone and called the police. She died that night as thirty-eight witnesses stared in silence.

4. Another's experience was similar. Riding on a subway, a seventeen-year-old youth was quietly minding his own business when he was stabbed repeatedly in the stomach by attackers. Eleven riders watched the stabbing, but none came to assist the young man. Even after the thugs had fled and the train had pulled out of the station and he lay there in a pool of his own blood, not one of the eleven came to his side.

5. Less dramatic, but equally shocking, was the ordeal of a lady in New York City. While shopping on Fifth Avenue in busy Manhattan, this lady tripped and broke her leg. Dazed, anguished, and in shock, she called out for help. Not for two minutes. Not for twenty minutes. But for forty minutes, as shoppers and business executives, students and merchants walked around her and stepped over her, completely ignoring her cries. After literally hundreds had passed by, a cab driver finally pulled over, hauled her into his taxi, and took her to a local hospital.

“If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?” (James 2:15-16).

6. The apostle John probes even deeper when he asks:

(1 John 3:17 KJV)  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

C. True servants are merciful. They care. They get involved. They get dirty, if necessary. They offer more than pious words. 

1. And what do they get in return? What does Christ promise? they shell receive mercy." 
2. Those who remain detached, distant, and disinterested in others will receive like treatment. But God promises that those who reach out and demonstrate mercy will, in turn, receive it. Both from other people as well as from God Himself. 

3. We could paraphrase this beatitude: " the bliss of one who identifies with and assists others in need-who gets inside their skin so completely he sees with their eyes and thinks with their thoughts and feels with their feelings. The one who does that will find that others do the same for him when he is in need."

4. That is exactly what Jesus, our Savior, did for us when He came to earth. By becoming human. He got right inside our skin, literally. That made it possible for Him to see life through our eyes, feel the sting of our pain, and identify with the anguish of human need. He understands. Remember those great words:

5. (Heb 4:15-16 KJV)  “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

2. "The Pure in Heart"
A. Like the first characteristic-"poor in spirit" (v. 3)-this quality emphasizes the inner man . . . the motive . . . the "heart." It does not refer simply to doing the right things, but doing the right things for the right reason. Being free from duplicity, hypocrisy, and/or sham. 

1. God desires His servants to be "real" people-authentic to the core. The portrait He paints is realistic.

2. In Jesus' day many of the religious authorities who claimed to serve the people were not "pure in heart." Far from it! Hypocritical and phony, they played a role that lacked internal integrity. 

3. In Matthew 23 one of the most severe rebukes against hypocrisy in all the Bible-we find words in strong contrast with the beatitudes. Instead of eight "Blessed are yous, there are eight "Woe unto yous." Count them-Matthew 23:13,14,15,16, 23, 25, 27, and 29!

4. Woe unto whom? Well, read verses 25-28.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.”

B. Wow, Jesus said that! It is doubtful He despised anything among those who claimed to serve God more than hypocrisy a lack of purity of heart. Did you notice what characterized the phony Pharisees?

1. They were big on rules and little on godliness.

2. They were big on externals and little on internals.

3. They were big on public commands and little on personal obedience.

4. They were big on appearance and little on reality.

5. On the outside they "appeared righteous to men," but inwardly they were "full of dead men's bones  . . full of hypocrisy." 

6. Why did He hate that so much? Because it represented the antithesis of servanthood. Time after time, therefore, He announced, "Woe to you.    "

C. Back to Matthew 5:8-the "pure in heart." Jesus extols this virtue. The term pure literally means "clean." It's the idea of being uncontaminated, without corruption or alloy. Without guile . . . sincere and honest in motive.

1. I love the story of the well-respected British pastor who, many years ago, took the trolley early Monday morning from his home in the suburbs to his church in the downtown section of London. He paid the driver as he got on, preoccupied with his busy schedule and the needs of his large congregation. It wasn't until he was seated that he realized the driver had given him too much change. Fingering the coins, his first thought was an alien one, "My, how wondeffully God provides!" But the longer he sat there, the less comfortable he became. His conscience telegraphed a strong signal of conviction within him. As he walked to the door to get off near his parish, he looked at the driver and quietly said, "When I got on, you accidentally gave me too much change." The driver, with a wry smile, replied, "It was no accident at all. You see, I was in your congregation yesterday and heard your sermon on honesty. I just thought I'd put you to the test, Reverend."

2. Christ promises that consistent servants who are pure in heart "shall see God." There is no doubt about the destiny of these individuals. For sure, some glorious day in the future, these servants will see the Lord and hear the most significant words that will ever enter human ears: ". . . Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful . . . enter into the joy of your master" (Matt. 25:21).

3. Before we move on to the next servant quality, let me challenge you to become "pure in heart." Think about what it would mean, what changes you would have to make, what habits you'd have to break . . . most of all, what masks you'd have to peel off.

3. "The Peacemakers"

A. Interestingly, this is the only time in all the New Testament that the Greek term translated "peacemakers" appears. 

1. Maybe it will help us understand the meaning by pointing out first what it does not mean.

a. It does not mean, "Blessed are those who avoid all conflict and confrontations."

b. Neither does it mean, "Blessed are those who are laid back, easygoing, and relaxed."

c. Nor, "Blessed are those who defend a 'peace at any price philosophy."

d. It doesn't mean, "Blessed are the passive, those who compromise their convictions when surrounded by those who would disagree."

2. No, none of those ideas are characteristics of the "peace​maker" in this verse.

a. The overall thrust of Scripture is the imperative, "Make peace!" Just listen:

b. “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”  (Rom. 12:18).

c. “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.” (Rom. 14:19).

d. “For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.” (James3:16 4:2).

B. Get the picture? A "peacemaker" is the servant who .

1. First, is at peace with himself-internally, at ease . . . not agitated, ill-tempered, in turmoil . . . and therefore not abra​sive. 

2. Second, he/she works hard to settle quarrels, not start them . . . is accepting, tolerant, finds no pleasure in being negative.

a. In the words of Ephesians 4:3, peacemakers". . . preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."

b. Ever been around Christians who are not peacemakers? Of course. Was it pleasant? Did you sense a servant's heart? Were you built up and encouraged . . . was the body of Christ strengthened and supported? You know the answers.

c. In Leslie Flynn's potent book Great Church Fights (I like that title), he does a masterful job of describing just how petty and abrasive we can become. He includes an anonymous poem that bites deeply into our rigid intolerance. Our tendency toward exclusiveness is exposed for all to see:




Believe as I believe, no more, no less;



That I am right, and no one else, confess;



Feel as I feel, think only as I think;



Eat what I eat, and drink only what I drink;



Look as I look, do always as I do;



And then, and only then, I'll fellowship with you.




-Source Unknown

3. Whoever lives by that philosophy does not qualify as a peacemaker, I can assure you. But enough of the negative! Solomon gives us wise counsel on some of the things peacemakers do: They build up. "The wise woman builds her house . . (Prov. 14:1).

a. They watch their tongues and heal rather than hurt. "A gentle answer turns away wrath . . ." (Prov. 15:1). "Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones" (Prov. 16:24).

b. They are slow to anger. "A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but the slow to anger pacifies contention" (Prov. 15:18). "He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city" (Prov. 16:32).

c. They are humble and trusting. "An arrogant man stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the lord will prosper" (Prov. 28:25).

4. The Lord Jesus states a marvelous promise that peacemakers can claim: ". . . they shall be called sons of God." God's children. 

a. Few things are more godlike than peace. When we promote it, pursue it, model it, we are linked directly with Him.

4. "Those Who Have Been Persecuted"

I don't know how this strikes you, but it seems misplaced at first glance. Especially on the heels of what we just learned about being peacemakers. But it is not misplaced. Realistically, wrong treatment often comes upon those who do what is right We who genuinely desire to serve others soon discover that being mistreated isn't the exception. It's the rule! Christ knew that was so. Let’s read the verses carefully.

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

A. Did you notice something? Not "if' men revile you . . . but "when" they revile you. And not only will they revile you, they will persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you-lies and slanderous accusations. 

1. Clearly, Jesus is speaking of being viciously mistreated. It's tough to bear! But the Savior says you will be "blessed" when you endure it-promising a great reward for your patient, mature endurance. 

2. There are times when the only way servants can make it through such severe times without becoming bitter is by focusing on the ultimate rewards that are promised. Jesus even says we are to "rejoice and be glad" as we think on the great rewards He will give to us in heaven.

3. Charles Haddon Spurgeon remains one of the most colorful and gifted preachers in the history of the church. Any man who loves to preach and desires to cultivate the art and skill of communication must study Spurgeon. Before the man was thirty, he was the most popular preacher in England. The new Tabernacle was filled to overflowing every Lord's Day as people came miles by horse and buggy to hear the gifted man handle the Word of God. They were challenged, encouraged, exhorted, fed, and built up in the Christian faith. He was truly a phenomenon. As a result, he became the object of great criticism by the press, by other pastors, by influential people in London, and by petty parishioners. The man, not always a model of quiet piety (to say the least), had numerous enemies. Normally, he handled the criticism fairly well . . . but finally it began to get to him. He began to slump beneath the attacks. The persecution started to take a severe toll on his otherwise resilient spirit. I am told that his wife, seeing the results of those verbal blows on her husband, decided to assist him in getting back on his feet and regaining his powerful stature in the pulpit. She found in her Bible Matthew 5:10-12-the beatitude we have been studying-and she printed in beautiful old English the words of this passage on a large sheet of paper. Then she tacked that sheet to the ceiling of their bedroom, directly above Charles' side of the bed! Every morning, every evening, when he would rest his enormous frame in his bed, the words were there to meet and to encourage him.

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” 

The large sheet of paper remained fixed to the ceiling for an extended period of time until it had done the job. May Mrs. Spurgeon's tribe increase! It is refreshing to think how a marriage partner can be such a vital channel of encouragement.

4. And it is also encouraging to see that we have no corner on the problem of persecution. Did you observe what Christ said? so they persecuted the prophets who were before ~ Servants, that statement will help us call a halt to the next pity party we are tempted to throw for ourselves. We are not alone. It has been going on for centuries.

CLOSING : A LAST LOOK AT THE PORTRAIT

When I was a child I saw a painting hanging in one of the vestibules of a church. It was a picture of a shepherd with his sheep. The shepherd is standing all-alone with his crook in his hand, facing the hillside with sheep here and there. 

· You could not see the shepherd's face, but the little sheep surrounding him have personalities all their own. 

· Some have the appearance of being devoted and loving, one looks indepen​dent and stubborn, another is starting to wander in the distance. 

· But the shepherd is there with his flock, faithfully and diligently tending them.

· There are occasions when I am bone weary after a huge day of people demands, preaching, Occasionally on days like this, I will turn off my desk lamp and my light overhead and leave on only the light on that unique painting. It helps me keep my perspective. It is a reminder . . . a simple, silent affirmation that I am right where God wants me, doing the very things He wants me to do. There is something very encouraging about taking a final look at the shepherd with his sheep at the end of my day.

In the last two weeks we have looked at the portrait Jesus paints. A portrait of what a servant is like. And we have found it to be both enlightening and encouraging. We have found His promises to be assuring and His repeated reminders ("Blessed are . . .") to be affirming. He has described our calling by explaining our role as:

· Poor in spirit

· Mourning

· Gentle

· Hungering and thirsting for righteousness

· Merciful

· Pure in heart

· Peacemakers Persecuted.

As we have turned out all the other lights that distract us, it has helped to concentrate our full attention on these eight specifics. The question we now must face is: Can such a person as this really influence a stubborn, competitive, strong-willed world? Is it possible for servants to make an impact?

Next week we will declare a resounding “Yes!" In our tasteless, dark world, servants actually become the only source of salt and light.

