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Thinking Like a Servant Thinks
A. Intro: All this talk about serving and giving and releasing rights and putting down self sounds okay for awhile. It's part of the whole Christian package. It's expected, to an extent. But isn't it possible to go overboard on stuff like this? Aren't there some people who will take advantage of servants and turn them into slaves? You bet there are!

B. 1.  NOT MIND-CONTROL SLAVERY

1. The Characteristics of the Cults 

2. In fact, that is the ace trump among cultic leaders. The secret of their success is mind control. They want your mind, and they are not satisfied until they have absolute control over it. The ultimate control is behavior modification, which is just another word for brainwashing.

3. A perfect example? The People's Temple under the twisted leadership of the late Jim Jones. May God help us never to forget that whole tragic episode!
4. Jack Sparks calls these cultic leaders "mindbenders," an appropriate title. In his book he describes the common method of mind control as a three-step program-not three steps in sequence, but three steps that occur simultaneously.

a. Step 1 - is "deprogramming" . . . convincing you that your past is all wrong. What you always thought was right is wrong, wrong, wrong!

b. Step 2 - calls for the complete subjugation of the will. This takes time. During the process a cult member learns the technique of putting the mind into neutral, sort of a "freewheel​ing" experience perfect preparation for the third step.
c. Step 3 - is the "reprogramming" phase. It is concentrated, intensive teaching (indoctrination is a better word) designed to replace old concepts with new ones.

5. The result, of course, is a far cry from the role of a servant we ve been considering. That form of cultic mindbending turns a human being into a puppet, a slave without personal dignity, without the privilege to think and to ask questions, and without the joy of serving others willingly under the control and authority of Jesus Christ. The thought of being enslaved to a guru and his or her demanding system of thought is something that ought to strike fear into all of us. 
6. If you question that, I suggest you read the incredible story of Christopher Edwards as he became a helpless pawn in the hands of one of the most insidious cults on the rise today. Not until the man was kidnapped was there any hope of recovery.

a. This bright, clear-thinking Yale graduate became virtually a glob of human putty in the hands of the "Moonies" in Northern California. Without realizing what was happening to him, the cultic system took him through the three-step process I just described. After his father and a group of trained professionals finally snatched him from the tight fist of that cult, it took a full year of intense therapy before Chris regained his equilibrium. He tells it all in his book Crazy for God.
7. No, blind loyalty is not servanthood. Believe me, not only am I strongly opposed to the "mind bending" employed by cultic leaders, 
a. I see dangers in other ministries that take unfair advantage of people ministries we'd certainly not think of as cults. 
b. Any ministry that requires blind loyalty and unquestioning obedience is suspect. Not all gurus are in the eastern religions, you know. Some discipleship ministries, quite frankly, come dangerously near this point. 
c. Now I am not discrediting all discipleship programs! To do so would be unfair. As a matter of fact, I personally benefited from an outstanding discipling ministry many years ago. 
8. My main concern is the abuse of power, over​emphasis of loyalty to a human leader, an intense and unhealthy accountability that uses intimidation, fear, and guilt to promote authoritarianism. Weak and meek people can become the prey of such paranoid, self-appointed messiahs, resulting not in spiritual growth, but in exploitation and the loss of human dignity.
a. Ronald M. Enroth describes it rather well: For people who have lacked positive structure in their lives, who have difficulty making decisions or resolving conflicts or who are just plain uncertain about the future, these movements/ churches/programs are a haven.
b. The leaders of many of these groups consciously foster an unhealthy form of dependency, spiritually and otherwise, by focusing on themes of submission and obedience to those in authority. They create the impression that people just aren't going to find their way through life's maze without a lot of firm directives from those at the top.
9. People in the pew and pastors alike need to beware of "bionic" leaders with an abundance of charisma. We need to watch out for the highly gifted, capable, winsome, and popular superstars who focus attention on themselves or their organiza​tion. Rather, the true leader must consciously turn people's devotion and worship to the Head of the body-Jesus Christ. The Savior is the Lord. He shares that preeminent place of authority and glory with none other.
a. And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything. And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ (Col. 1:17-18,28).
1. 2. A "RENEWED MIND" Is ESSENTIAL

2. With that cleared up we are now ready for some positive input on the correct mentality of a servant. Is it possible to think so much like Christ that our minds operate on a different plane than others around us? Not only is it possible-it's essential! The familiar words of Paul in Romans 12:1-2 need to be reviewed.

3. Rom 12:1-3 “ I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. “

4. Stop being squeezed in! Quit aping the system of thought that surrounds you, its line of reasoning, its method of operation, its style and techniques! How? By a radical transformation within. By a renewed thought pattern that demonstrates authentic godlikeness. 
5. Living differently begins with thinking differently. A life that is characterized by serving others begins in a mind that is convinced of such a life. That explains why that great section of Scripture describing Christ's willingness to take upon Himself the form of a servant begins with the words: "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus . . ." (Phil. 2:5, KJV).
6. Jesus' life of serving was the outworking of His mind-"unsqueezed" by the world system in all its selfishness and remains, forever, our example to follow. For us to be true servants, our minds must be renewed.
1. 3. NATURAL THINKING IN TODAY'S WORLD

2. Instead of flashing from one scripture to another, let's settle in on a single passage and digest it carefully. One of the most helpful on the subject of the mind is 2 Corinthians 10:1-7. Take a few moments to read and meditate on these seven verses.

3. “Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.”

4. The Corinthian Christians were an ornery lot! Although born again, they often operated in the realm of carnality because they had a secular mentality. To borrow from Romans 12, they were In the mold" of the world system . . . their minds were "unrenewed." 
5. At times you would have sworn they weren't even in the family of God. For example, they fought with one another, they criticized Paul, they were competitive in the church, and they winked at gross immorality in their midst.

6. In this section of Paul's letter to them, he points out several of the ways they revealed natural thinking. I find five charac​teristics:

a.  They were prejudiced instead of objective (v.2).
b. They focused on the visible rather than the invisible (v.3).
c. They relied on human strength, not divine power (v.4).
d. They listened to men instead of God (v.5).
e. They perceived things superficially rather than deeply (v.7)

7. When our carnality is in gear, Paul's comments aptly describe our mind-set: surface judgment, shallow thinking, lack of depth, closed, independent, overly impressed with humanity, spir​itually Out of focus. When we get "squeezed into the mold," the world does a number on us, doesn't it?

a. 4. MENTAL BARRIERS TO GOD'S VOICE

b. 
Actually, God's message gets muffled. Our minds pick up on the strong secular signals so easily that we subconsciously tune Him Out. It comes naturally. The passage in 2 Corinthians 10 sets forth a vivid description of the mental barriers that block out His directives and His counsel.

c. Look closely. Four terms are used by Paul which we need to understand. If you have a pencil handy, circle each in your Bible: fortress .   speculations . . . lofty thing . . . thought.
A little historical background is needed. In ancient days a city, in order to prosper, needed a security system to protect it from enemy attack. of primary importance was a wall which restrained enemy troops from invading and which also served as a major means of defense in battle. Guards needed to be on constant watch from their sentinel posts on the wall. There needed to be towers within the city high enough for those inside to see over the wall. And finally at the time of attack, men of military savvy and battle knowledge were needed to give orders and to direct the troops in the heat of combat from within the protection of those towers.

Paul drew a series of analogies from that familiar scene of his day . . . but remember, he's not dealing with a city, but rather with our minds.

d. 
1. Analogy No.1 : The Wall, Our Mental "Fortress"

e. As the Spirit of God attempts to communicate His truth to us (biblical information on servanthood, for example), He runs up against our "wall," our overall mental attitude, our natural mind-set. 
f. For some it's prejudice. With others, it's limited thinking or a negative mentality. 
g. Whatever, it is a huge mental barrier that resists divine input just as firmly as a massive stone wall once resisted the invading troops. We all have our fortresses. And occasionally we get downright obnoxious as we operate under the control of our "walled fortress."
h. A tramp discovered that one day when he was looking for a handout in a picturesque old English village. Hungry almost to the point of fainting, he stopped by a pub bearing the classic name, Inn of St. George and the Dragon. "Please, ma'am, could you spare me a bite to eat?" he asked the lady who answered his knock at the kitchen door. "A bite to eat?" she growled. "For a sorry, no-good bum-a foul-smelling beggar? No!" she snapped as she almost slammed the door on his hand. Halfway down the lane the tramp stopped, turned around, and eyed the words, St. George and the Dragon. He went back and knocked again on the kitchen door. "Now what do you want?" the woman asked angrily. "Well, ma'am, if St. George is in, may I speak with him this time?" Ouch.
a. 
2. Analogy No.2: The Guards, Our Mental "Speculations"

b. Along with the wall-like fortresses, we have natural, human​istic reasonings that give the wall additional strength defense mechanisms, rationalization, and other thinking patterns that are habitual to us. In Romans 2:15 we read of two such "guards"-blaming and justifying. 
c. One reliable authority states that the Greek term translated speculation suggests "the con--templation of actions as a result of the verdict of conscience."
d. As the Lord God pushes His truth to enter (and thus "renew") our minds, our habitual reflex "guards" the entrance of such alien thoughts! This explains why there is often such a battle that rages when biblical truth is introduced into a mind that has been walled and guarded by years of secularized thinking. We defend the old rather than consider and accept the new.

e. This could have happened in your own mind when you heard the sermon on forgiveness. You read what the Bible teaches us to do when we have offended someone. More than likely, you found yourself resisting and defending. We would much rather blame the other person than accept our responsibility. Our "speculations" work like that. They put up a guard against change, causing us to rationalize and justify our actions.

a. 
3. Analogy No.3: The Towers, Our Mental "Lofty Things"

b. Accompanying the resistance of our internal wall and guards are "lofty things" that reinforce our defense system from within. It's the idea of a thing lifted up or exalted. 
c. What comes to your mind right now? How about pride? And those things pride prompts: argumentation, an unteachable spirit, stubbornness, and refusal to change. 
d. As the principles of the Scripture are declared, our natural, unrenewed minds not only resist them, they ask, "Who needs that?" or "I've gotten along pretty good up 'til now." Lofty things, things that are "raised up against the knowledge of God," as Paul put it (2 Cor. 10:5).
a. 
4. Analogy No.4: The Strategic Men, Our Mental "Thoughts"

b. Along with the mental wall of habitual resistance, the humanistic reasonings that give it strength, and the proud, lofty reactions that keep the truths of Scripture at arm’s length, there are actual thoughts, techniques, devices we employ that push away His Word and His promptings. 
c. For example, we have formed the habit of getting even rather than overlooking wrong done against us. So when we come across scriptural instruction that suggests an alternate plan, our inner reaction is "No way!" 
d. When God's counsel encourages us to be generous, to release rather than keep, we can think of half a dozen reasons it won't work. It's like having a "Murphy's Law" mentality that is immediately ready to spring into action. This keeps us from deciding favorably toward God.
e. A vital point I don't want you to miss is that we really have no reason whatsoever to keep serving our secular mentality. We have been freed. Gloriously freed! Before salvation we had no hope. We were victims of all those impulses and defenses within us. 
f. But at the cross, our Savior and Lord defeated the enemy. He said, "It is finished," and it was! No longer does sin reign as victor. But, you see, our old nature doesn't want us to believe that. It resists all messages that would give us freedom. "All renewed mind information is to be muffled," commands the old man within us. And with every effort, he puts up a wall, guards, towers, and thoughts to turn all such input away.

g. And do you realize what our old nature resists the most? It is revealed in verse 5 of 2 Corinthians 10: ". . . taking every_thought captive to the obedience of Christ." When that happens, the "renewed mind" is in full operation . . . and it is marvelous! At that moment servanthood is neither irksome nor a thing to be feared. It flows freely.
h. When Jesus Christ truly takes charge of our minds, bringing our every thought captive to Him, we become spiritually invincible. We operate with supernatural power. We walk under God's complete control.

5. SUPERNATURAL ABILITY OF THE "RENEWED MIND"

As God's truth penetrates, displacing those mental barriers, we receive several very exciting benefits. In fact, I find two of them named by Paul right here in the 2 Corinthians 10 passage divine power (v.4) and authentic independence (vv.11-12).
We get the distinct impression while reading these verses that nothing on this earth can intimidate us. 

a. “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”  (2 Cor. 10:3-5).

b. Divine Power - Did you catch the reality of divine power in verse 4? 
1. Servants with renewed minds have a perspective on life and a power to live life that is altogether unique divinely empowered. That explains how wrongs can be forgiven, and how offenses can be forgotten, and how objectives can be pursued day in and day out without our quitting. 
2. It's divine power. God promises that He will pour His power into us (Phil. 4:13) and supply all we need if we will simply operate under His full control. When we think correctly we instantly begin to respond correctly.

3. How can we "demolish" those things that once blew us away? With Christ living out His very life through ours, that's how. By His power we can give ourselves away again and again and again. And we won't fear the outcome. We won't even feel slighted when we don't get the same treatment in return. 
4. Servants, remember, don't "keep score." So it is when God is in control of the servant's mind. We realize as never before that life's greatest joy is to give His love away a thought that brings to mind the saying:
5. It isn't a song until it's sung. It isn't a bell until it's rung, It isn't love until it's given away!
1. 
b. Authentic Independence - Look at verses 11 and 12 in 2 Corinthians 10:
2. “Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are present. For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise..”
3. Isn't that refreshing? No masks of hypocrisy. Not in competi​tion with other believers not even caught in the trap of comparing himself with others. It all comes to those with a "renewed mind" . . . those who determine they are going to allow the Spirit of God to invade all those walls and towers, capturing the guards that have kept Him at arm's length all these years.

4. I can't recall the precise date when these truths began to fall into place, but I distinctly remember how I began to change deep within. My fierce tendency to compete with others started to diminish. My insecure need to win-always win-also started to fade. Less and less was I interested in comparing myself with other speakers and pastors. This growing, healthy independence freed me to be me, not a mixture of what I thought others expected me to be. And now my heart really goes out to others when I see in them that misery making "comparison syndrome" that held me in its grip for so many years. Not until I started thinking biblically did this independent identity begin to take shape.
a. 6. SERVANTHOOD STARTS IN THE MIND

1. The challenge of overcoming our selfish mindset.

2. Wouldn't you love to live courageously in spite of the odds? 
3. Doesn't it sound exciting to be divinely powerful in day-to-day living? 
4. Aren't you anxious to become independently authentic in a day of copy-cat styles and horrendous peer pressure? 
b. Of course! It all begins in the mind. Let me repeat it one more time: Thinking right always precedes acting right. That is why I have emphasized throughout this message the importance of the renewed mind. 
c. It is really impossible to grasp the concept of serving others to carry it out with joy, without fear-until our minds are freed from the world's mold and transformed by the Lord's power.
d. I began this message with a warning against falling under the spell of a mind-controlling guru. Hopefully, there is no misun​derstanding with where I stand on that twisted concept of exploiting others yet calling it servanthood. 
e. I feel the need, however, to end with another warning. Not against becoming a victim of some strong personality . . . but against anyone who might "use" others to accomplish his purposes. How easy it is to encourage servanthood so others might serve us. That is not the way our Master walked and neither should we.

f. I admire the honesty of the man who wrote these words:
“I am like James and John. Lord, I size up other people in terms of what they can do for me;how they can further my program, feed my ego, satisfy my needs, give me strategic advantage.




I exploit people, ostensibly for your sake, but really for my own sake.


Lord, I turn to you to get the inside track and obtain special favors,your direction for my schemes, your power for my projects, your sanction for my ambitions, your blank check for whatever I want. I am like James and John.


Change me, Lord. Make me a man who asks of you and of others, what can I do for you.”

g. Servanthood starts in the mind. With a simple prayer of three words: "Change me, Lord."
