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The Servant As a Forgetter

INTRO: I'll forgive . . . but I'll never forget." We say and hear that so much that it's easy to shrug it off as 'only natural." That's the problem! It is the most natural response we can expect. Not supernatural. It also can result in tragic consequences.

Last week I read of two unmarried sisters who lived together, but because of an unresolved disagreement over an insignificant issue, they stopped speaking to each other (one of the inescapa​ble results of refusing to forget). Since they were either unable or unwilling to move out of their small house, they continued to use the same rooms, eat at the same table, use the same appliances, and sleep in the same room . . . all separately . .

without one word. A chalk line divided the sleeping area into two halves, separating doorways as well as the fireplace. Each would come and go, cook and eat, sew and read without ever stepping over into her sister's territory. Through the black of the night, each could hear the deep breathing of the other, but because both were unwilling to take the first step toward forgiving and forgetting the silly offense, they coexisted for years in grinding silence. 

Refusing to forgive and forget leads to other tragedies, like monuments of spite. How many churches split (often over nit-picking issues) then spin off into another direction, fractured, splintered, and blindly opinionated?

After I spoke at a summer Bible conference meeting one evening, a lady told me she and her family had been camping across America. In their travels they drove through a town and passed a church with a name she said she would never forget-THE ORIGINAL CHURCH OF GOD, NUMBER TWO.

A. Whether a personal or public matter, we quickly reveal whether we possess a servant's heart in how we respond to those who have offended us. And it isn't enough simply to say, "Well, okay you're forgiven, but don't expect me to forget it!" That means we have erected a monument of spite in our mind, and that isn't really forgiveness at all. Servants must be big people. Big enough to go on, remembering the right and forgetting the wrong. Like the age-old saying, "Write injuries in dust, benefits in marble." As we shall see, forgetting also includes other things besides forgetting offenses: doing helpful things for others without expecting something in return . . . being, in the true and noble sense of the term, self-forgetful.

B. 1. CAN THE MIND EVER FORGET?

C. A question flashes through my head as I write these words: Can our minds actually allow us to forget? 

1. The way God has made you with that internal filing system we call "memory"-it is doubtful we can fully forget even the things we want to forget.

2. Our minds are simply remarkable. Dr. Earl Radmacher aptly illustrates the truth of that statement:

a. The human mind is a fabulous computer. As a matter of fact, no one has been able to design a computer as intricate and efficient as the human mind. 

b. Consider this: your brain is capable of recording 800 memories per second for seventy-five years without ever getting tired. .

c. I have heard some persons complain that their brain is too tired to get involved in a program of Scripture memorization. I have news for them, the body can get tired, but the brain never does. 
d. A human being doesn't use more than 2 percent of his brainpower, scientists tell us. And, of course, some demonstrate this fact more obviously than others do. The point is, the brain is capable of an incredible amount of work and it retains everything it takes in. You never really forget anything; you just don't recall it. Everything is on permanent file in your brain.
3. Because of facts like those, we need to understand that I'm not referring to forgetting in the technical or literal sense of the term. Rather, I'm thinking about forgetting the same way Paul does in 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 when he says:
a. “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;”
b. That last statement is rendered this way in the J. B. Phillips translation: This love of which I speak is slow to lose patience it looks for a way of being constructive. It is not possessive: it is neither anxious to impress nor does it cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. Love has good manners and does not pursue selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It does not keep account of evil or gloat over the wickedness of other people. On the contrary, it is glad with all good men when truth prevails.
c. True servants, when demonstrating genuine love, don't keep score. Webster defines forget as "to lose the remembrance of. . to treat with inattention or disregard . . . to disregard inten​tionally: OVERLOOK: to cease remembering or noticing. . . to fail to become mindful at the proper time. " That's the thought.

a. 

4. A couple of scriptures illustrate and encourage this great​hearted virtue.

b. Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them. (Ps. 119:165).

c. The psalmist openly declares that those who possess a deep love for God's Word will have great measures of His shalom . . . and, in addition, they will be big enough to resist stumbling over offenses.

d. Jesus hinted at this when He spoke out against a judgmental spirit. Read His words carefully. “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.” (Matt. 7:1-5).
A. 2. So then, as we talk about "forgetting" let's understand that we mean:

· Refusing to keep score (1 Cor. 13:5).

· Being bigger than any offense (Ps. 119:165).

· Harboring no judgmental attitude (Matt. 7:1-5).

Before proceeding, a positive thought is in order. We also have in mind the ability to go on beyond our own good deeds. Once they are done, they're done. No need to drop little hints on how thoughtful we were. Improving our serve includes forgetting our service.

B. A CLOSE LOOK AT FORGETTING 

1. Tucked away in the New Testament is a chapter that illustrates this truth beautifully. It's Philippians, chapter 3. The writer, Paul, is listing a number of things in his past that could be food for pride.
2. (Phil 3:4 KJV)  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

a. If you were looking for somebody to give a testimony next Sunday, Paul would be a winner. In fact, if he were not careful, he could turn it into a "braggimony." These are impressive facts and they are absolutely true.
3. But Paul, servant that he was, kept it all in proper perspec​tive.

4. Phil.3:7-9  “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:”

5. In comparison to Jesus Christ and all the things He has made possible-His forgiveness, His love, His righteousnes everything else we may be or accomplish diminishes in significance. Paul's following words describe the healthy humility of a servant:

1. Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

a. Woven into those words are these three statements:
2. "I have not arrived."

3. "I forget what is behind."

4. "I move on to what is ahead."

b. Within each of these three statements, I find three important characteristic of servanthood: vulnerability, humility, and deter​mination.

1. Vulnerability - "I have not arrived" is a concept that Paul mentions no less than three times in Philippians 2:12-13:


a.."Not that I have already obtained it . . ." (v.12)

a. ".  . or have already become perfect . . ." (v. 12).

b. ". . . I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it (v.13)

c. How refreshing! Here is this brilliant, competent, gifted, strong leader who freely declares, "I don't have everything wired." 

d. Vulnerability includes more than this, however. It means being willing to express personal needs, admitting one's own limitations or failures, having a teachable spirit, and especially being reluctant to appear the expert, the answer man, the final voice of authority. Not only are these traits refreshing, they're rare!

e. If you're the type that always has to come out right . . . if you have the need to be "perfect," then you will always be in the position of having something to prove. And others around you must do the same.

f. Executive Howard Butt, a businessman in Corpus Christi, Texas, writes of this in a very honest and practical manner: “If your leadership is Christian you can openly reveal your failures. Leaders who are fully human do not hide their sins. Within you operates the principle of the cross, the modus operandi of strength in weakness. This principle points up our problem-we who are religious. We want a Christian reputation more than we want Christ. And yet our Lord, becoming sin for us, "made himself of no reputation. .Am I willing to hide my strengths and reveal my weaknesses? Are you? Telling our triumphs, our successes, our achievements, we glorify ourselves. .Bragging about my goodness, I build barriers up; when I confess my sins, those barriers come down. Pagan outsiders get driven away by our pious parade of religious achievements. Building our high walls of intimidation, we make their friendly corner bartender look good. Christians are nor half-angels with high-beam halos, but real live forgiven sinners up close. . Christ's death frees you from hiding your sins. You can be vulnerable and open. When you are weak then you are strong. You shake the darkness with irresistible blows: the divine might of weakness. You hit your hardest when your guard is down.
g. Being vulnerable is part of being a servant who forgets.
2. Humility - "I forget what is behind" is a statement that assures us Paul was not the type to live in the past. He says, in effect, "I disregard my own accomplishments as well as others' offenses against me. I refuse to dwell on that." 

a. This requires humility. Especially so when you examine Paul's past. Just listen:2 Corinthians 11: 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

b. Think of all the people Paul could have included on his "hate list." But he had no such list. With humility, he forgot what was behind him. He intentionally disregarded all those wrongs against him.
c. The very best example I can think of is a remarkable man named Joseph in the book of Genesis. Rejected and hated by his brothers, sold to a group of travelers in a caravan destined for Egypt, sold again as a common slave in the Egyptian market, falsely accused by Potiphar's wife, forgotten in a dungeon, and considered dead by his own father, this man was finally promoted to a position of high authority just beneath the Pharaoh. If anybody ever had a reason to nurse his wounds and despise his past, Joseph was the man!
d. But the amazing part of the story is this: He refused to remember the offenses. In fact, when he and his wife had their first child, he named the boy Manasseh, a Hebrew name that meant "forget." He explains the reason he chose the name:

e. And Joseph named the first-born Manasseh, "For," he said, "God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father's household" (Gen. 41:51).

f. His words include an extremely important point. In order for us to forget wrongs done against us, God must do the erasing.

g. Isaiah, the prophet of Judah, puts it in these terms: “Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed: neither be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame: for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.”(Isa. 54:4-5).

h. The Lord God promises us we can forget because He personally will take the place of those painful memories. To you who have had a shameful youth, to you who have lost your mate, the living Lord will replace those awful memories with Himself Great promise! That makes the forgetting possible. Left to ourselves, no way! But with the promise that God will replace the pain with Himself-His presence, His power, His very life-we can "forget what lies behind."

i. There is yet another characteristic of good servants in addition to vulnerability and humility. It's implied in the words "I press on toward the goal . . "(Phil. 3:14).

a. Determination - Those servants who refuse to get bogged down in and anchored to the past are those who pursue the objectives of the future. People who do this are seldom petty. They are too involved in getting a job done to be occupied with yesterday's hurts and concerns. 

b. Very near the end of his full and productive life, Paul wrote: "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:7). What a grand epitaph! He seized every day by the throat. He relentlessly pursued life.

c. I know human nature well enough to realize that some people excuse their bitterness over past hurts by thinking, "It's too late to change. I've been injured and the wrong done against me is too great for me ever to forget it. Maybe Paul could press on-not me!" 

d. A person with this mind-set is convinced that he or she is the exception to the truths of this chapter and is determined not to change because "life has dealt him or her a bad hand."

e. But when God holds out hope, when God makes promises, when God says, "It can be done," there are no exceptions. With each new dawn there is delivered to your door a fresh, new package called "today." 

f. God has designed us in such a way that we can handle only one package at a time . . . and all the grace we need will be supplied by Him as we live out that day.

g. Seize today. Live for today. Wring it dry of every opportunity.

· 

B. A CHALLENGE: Two QUESTIONS

· In these last three messages we have considered the servant in three separate yet related roles: as a giver, as a forgiver, and as a forgetter. Of the three, 

· I honestly believe the third is the most exacting. The other two bring with them benefits and blessings that encourage us almost immediately. But forgetting is some​thing shared with no other person. It's a solo flight. And all the rewards are postponed until eternity . . . but how great they will be on that day! 

· Forgetting requires the servant to think correctly-something we'll deal with in the next message-which means our full focus must be on the Lord and not on humanity. By God's great grace, it can happen.

· Before concluding, let's pause long enough to ask ourselves two questions:

1. Is there someone or something I have refused to forget, which keeps me from being happy and productive? If your answer is yes, stop and declare it openly to your Lord, asking Him to take away the pain and the bitterness.

2.  Am I a victim of self-pity, living out my days emotionally paralyzed in anguish and despair? If your answer is yes, stop and consider the consequences of living the rest of your life excusing your depression rather than turning it all over to the only One who can remove it.

And lest you are still convinced it's "too late" . . . you are "too old to change" . . . your situation is "too much to overcome," just remember It is never too late to start doing what is right.  Never.

