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The Servant As a Giver
Intro:  Lots of philosophies are floating around, and most of them are more confusing than they are helpful. Interestingly, those that are clear enough to be understood usually end up focusing full attention on the individual. Consider a few of them:
Greece said, "Be wise, know yourself!"

Rome said, "Be strong, discipline yourself!"

Religion says, "Be good, conform yourself!"

Epicureanism says, "Be sensuous, enjoy yourself!"

Education says, "Be resourceful, expand yourself!"

A. Psychology says, "Be confident, assert yourself!

Materialism says, "Be satisfied, please yourself!"
Pride says, "Be superior, promote yourself!"

Asceticism says, "Be lowly, suppress yourself!"

Humanism says, "Be capable, believe in yourself!"

Legalism says, "Be pious, limit yourself!"

Philanthropy says, "Be generous, release yourself!"

B. 1.  ISN'T THERE A BETTER WAY?
1. The Self Life

2. Yourself, yourself, yourself. We're up to here with self! Do something either for yourself or with yourself or to yourself. 
3. How very different from Jesus' model and message! No "philosophy" to turn our eyes inward, He offers rather a fresh and much-needed invitation to our "me-first" generation. 
1. The Christ life 

2. There is a better way. Jesus says, "Be a servant, give to others!" Now that's a philosophy that anybody can understand. And, without ques​tion, it is attainable. Just listen:
3. “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.” (Phil.2:3~).
4. Know what all that means? Well, for starters, "nothing" means just that. Stop permitting two strong tendencies-selfishness and conceit-to control you! 
5. Let nothing either of them suggests win a hearing. Replace them with "humility of mind." 
6. But how? By regarding others as more important than yourself. Look for ways to support, encourage, build up, and stimulate the other person. And that requires an attitude that would rather give than receive.
7. "Humility of mind" is really an attitude, isn't it? It's a preset mentality that determines ahead of time thoughts like this:

a. "I care about those around me.
b. "Why do I always have to be first? I'm going to help someone else win for a change."
c. "Today, it's my sincere desire to curb my own fierce competitive tendencies and turn that energy into encouraging at least one other person.
d. "I willingly release my way this day. Lord, show me how You would respond to others, then make it happen in me."
A. 2. IS ALL THIS BIBLICAL?

1. What Saith the Scripture

2. Now before we get neck deep into this unselfish lifestyle, we need to determine if it is, in fact, promoted in Scripture. 
3. Does the Bible come right up front and encourage living like this? I'll let you determine the answer.
4. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. (Rom. 12:10-13)
5. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. (2 Cor. 4:5).
6. For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. (2 Cor. 5:14-15).
7. For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. (Gal. 5:13).
8. But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.

9. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. (1 Thess. 2:7~; 5:11).
10. And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: (Heb. 10:24).
11. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (1 Cor. 2:3

12. There's the balance we're looking for. Authentic humility in no way should be confused with incompetence or lack of self-esteem. 
3. WHAT ARE THE BASICS?

· Now that we have laid a biblical foundation for servanthood, it is important to get some handles on what's involved in pulling it off. To get us started, let me suggest three basic ingredients: 

· giving, 
· forgiving, 
·  forgetting. 
1. Once you and I make up our minds to implement the truth of Philippians 2:3-4 (taking a special interest in others) or 
2. Galatians 5:13 (serving others in love), these three basics will begin to emerge. Instead of always thinking about receiving, we'll start looking for ways to give. 
3. Instead of holding grudges against those who offended us, we'll be anxious to forgive. And instead of keeping a record of what we've done or who we've helped, we'll take delight in forgetting the deed(s) and being virtually unnoticed. 
4. Our hunger for public recognition will diminish in significance.
5. Tonight let's picture the servant as a giver . . . one who quickly, willingly, and gener​ously gives so others might benefit and grow.

A. 4. How SHOULD SERVANTS GIVE? (2 Cor 8: )
1. The Setting

2. Rather than jumping from one biblical reference to another, let's fix our attention on 2 Corinthians, chapter 8. This chapter of Scripture has an interesting background. Paul, the writer, is involved in collecting money for a hurting con​gregation in Jerusalem. 

3. As he makes his way through Europe, specifically the region of ancient Macedonia, he announces the need of the  Christians in Jerusalem. What adds to the significance of the whole episode is that Macedonia was already an economically depressed area. Macedonia was to Paul a lot like India is to us. 
4. It would be like encouraging the people of Appalachia to respond to those who are hurting in the ghetto of Harlem. "You people on welfare . . . give to those people on welfare!" would be a strange appeal today.
5. But the most remarkable fact of all is this: They did! Those financially deprived Macedonian believers were so concerned over their brothers and sisters in Jerusalem who did not have sufficient money to make ends meet, they really gave. Let's look closer and see just how extensively they did it.

6. Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. (2 Cor. 8:1-5).
1. B. The Characteristics  - What a tremendous section of Scripture! I find several ways those Christians demonstrated authentic servanthood in their giving. When we give as a servant gives, the same things are true in us.

a. Anonymously

b. Not one specific church is mentioned, simply "the churches of Macedonia." Not even one individual is highlighted. No statues of bronze were later erected in Jerusalem, no names of super saints chiseled in marble or recorded in some book for others to ooh and ahh over. A great proof of true servanthood is anonymity.
c. " When we practice the art of unselfish living, we prefer to remain anonymous. In fact, most of the people I know who possess a servant's heart are greatly embarrassed when their names are put up in lights.
a. 
2. Generously

b. Did you catch something else Paul said about those Macedo​nian servant-saints? When they gave, they "abounded or overflowed" in the process, they liberally and sacrificially gave "beyond their power." 
c. I love the way he says that. Their giving dripped with sacrificial generosity. There wasn't a tightwad among them. How refreshing!
d. Now, as we apply this passage to the way true servants give, let's understand that the giving involved is much broader than money. 
e. It includes giving ourselves . . . our time and energy, our care and compassion, even our belongings on occasion. And what a need there is for this trait within the ranks of humanity today. And yet, how rare. 
f. We clutch our possessions so tightly we live most of our adult lives with white knuckles. I often wonder why. We certainly can't take any of it with us. I've never seen a hearse pulling a U-Haul!
g. The name of Onesiphorus flashes into my head. He's a guy who once modeled generosity in his giving to such an extent that Paul remembered his help while he was awaiting death. Listen to the apostle's remarks:
h. The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well. (2 Tim, l:16-l8).
i. Did you miss a couple of choice, descriptive terms? Onesiphorus "often" refreshed the aging, imprisoned apostle, he eagerly" sought me out. Those are words of great intensity, real determination, and eagerness. Paul's friend was a generous servant. He couldn't have cared less how much trouble it took to find him. He pursued!
4. Voluntarily - Back in 2 Corinthians 8, we're told that the Macedonians also gave voluntarily, not because somebody twisted their arms behind their backs. Paul writes “For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; . . . (2 Cor.8:3,) 

a. A little later in that same letter, the apostle of grace encourages this spirit of voluntary spontaneity in our giving:
b. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7).
c. Sounds a lot like what Peter urges from pastors, elders, and other Christian leaders:
d. Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; either as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. (1 Pet. 5:2-3).
e. Great counsel! If it is true that the best leaders are true servants (and I'm convinced that is correct), then one of the best ways to lead people into a willing spirit is to model it. That involves things like reaching out without being invited and sensing deep hurts.

f. Let's go back for a final glance at 2 Corinthians 8.There's one more characteristic we don't want to miss. The servants in Macedonia first gave themselves and then they gave their gifts.

a. Personally

b. This is a telltale sign of authentic servant-giving. It is impossible to give ourselves to others at arms length or in absentia, they  first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

c. Personal involvement is essential, not incidental, and it usually involves adapting our ways and schedules to fit into other's needs. Such personal involvement, however, certainly reveals the authenticity of our words.
d. According to these first five verses in 2 Corinthians 8, authentic servanthood calls for people with a passion for giving whatever without recognition, without reservation, without reluctance, and without restriction. And those types are rare indeed!S

A. 3. HOW MUCH DOES GIVING COST US?

1. Deny Yourself 

2. Can you recall Jesus' radical philosophy I suggested at the beginning of this chapter? "Be a servant, give to others." The basis of that statement is tucked away in Luke 9:23:
3. And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me."
4. Following Christ as His disciple is a costly, unselfish decision. It calls for a radical examination of our self-centered lifestyles. When you look closely at Jesus' statement, a couple of things seem important. 
a. First, those who desire to follow Him closely must come to terms with self-denial. And 
b. Second, this decision to give ourselves to others (taking up our cross) has to be a daily matter.

1. Closing 

2. Am I serious about being a close follower of Jesus Christ?
3. Do I think of others to such an extent that self-denial is becoming the rule rather than the exception in my life?
4. Is my walk with Him a daily thing?

Next week the servant as a forgiver…
