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Review

We have already learned that Stephen was one of the seven chosen leaders of the early church. He was a dynamic individual, full of the Holy Spirit, full of faith, full of grace, and full of power. His ministry focused upon Hellenist Jews, who maintained their own synagogues in Jerusalem. As a result of the power of his message and the miracles that he performed, Stephen was arrested and charged with blasphemy against God, Moses, the law, and the Temple, the most sacred things in Israel. Setting about to defend himself before the council, the supreme court of Israel, Stephen begins to preach a sermon in chapter 7 which does four things: First, he gains the council's interest by reviewing Israel's history. The second thing that he does in his message is answer the charges that he is a blasphemer by showing that he believes in God, and that Moses, the law, and the Temple were ordained by Him. Third, Stephen indicts the Jews for killing their own Messiah. Last, he presents the Messiah.

It's a good thing Stephen defended those things, for he defended not only himself, but all Christians since then from the same charges. We believe in the God of Israel, who ordained Moses, the law, and His Temple and Tabernacle all for a specific time and a specific purpose. But in defending those things, Stephen is not being selfish, for while he is indicting his audience, he is also proclaiming Christ.

Now we will see these four elements woven throughout chapter 7, just as we have for...

I. THE DEFENSE AGAINST BLASPHEMING GOD (vv. 1-16)

A. The Declaration Of Stephen's Belief (vv. 1-2b; see pp. 5-7)

B. The Delineation Of Israel's History (vv. 2c-7; see pp. 7-9)

C. The Denouncement Of The Jews' Rejection (vv. 8-9; see pp. 10-12)

D. The Disclosure Of God's Messiah (vv. 9-16; see pp. 12-14)

Then, having defended himself against the charge of blaspheming God, Stephen begins...

II. THE DEFENSE AGAINST BLASPHEMING MOSES (vv. 17-37)

In defending himself against the charge of blaspheming Moses (6:11), Stephen continues to present Israel's history. Having reviewed it from Abraham to Joseph, or from the call to the captivity, Stephen now leaves the first great era of Jewish history and enters the second, which was from Moses to the Babylonian captivity.

A. The Confirmation Of The Rescuer (vv. 17-34)

1. THE PROMISE OF A DESTINY (v. 17a)

"But when the time of the promise drew near, which God had sworn to Abraham..."
The "time of the promise", refers to the time when God had designed to fulfill His promise to Abraham. God had said unto Abraham, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall show thee" (Ac. 7:3). He promised that Abraham's seed would inherit the land (Gen. 15:7), in spite of the fact that the nation would be temporarily in bondage in Egypt. But the time had now come for God to bring Israel into the land He had promised.

2. THE PERSECUTION OF THE DESCENDANTS (vv. 17b-19)

a. Its Cause (v. 17b)

"...the people grew and multiplied in Egypt"
You will remember that Joseph had been down in Egypt serving as the right-hand man of Pharaoh when a famine hit that area of the world. At Joseph's request, Jacob and his sons had established residence with Joseph in Egypt. All the patriarchs died there (Heb. 11:13) as well as several other generations that had been born and raised in that country. Living in Egypt for over four hundred years, the people of God had grown and multiplied without having returned to the land that had been promised them. But now was the time for God to fulfill His promise by moving Israel back into the land given them.

b. Its Conditions (vv. 18-19)

"Till another king arose, who knew not Joseph. The same dealt craftily with our kindred, and ill-treated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to the end they might not live."
After Joseph and the other patriarchs had passed from the scene, there were really no champions left for the cause of Israel. And when a Pharaoh arose who didn't know Joseph, there was no longer any reason to be kind to Jews. Consequently, the Egyptians began to oppress the Israelites with...

1) Hard Labor
Over in Exodus 1:13-14, we have a brief description of this: "And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigor. And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field; all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigor." In other words, the Egyptians worked the Israelites to death, making them do very difficult things. Josephus says that "Egyptians made them to cut a great many channels for the river and set them to build pyramids...and to accustom themselves to hard labor."

2) Execution
The statement of the casting out of the young children is believed by some to have reference to the Jews who supposedly threw away their babies, because they didn't want them to grow up in Egypt under oppression. However, I really don't think that's what the verse is saying, because it doesn't really fit with the indication in Exodus. I believe the ones who did the casting out were the Egyptians. You'll remember that in the record of Exodus, the decree came in Exodus 1:22, which said, "Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river...." That was Pharaoh's attempt to kill all the male children. But God had a deliverer: one little baby called Moses, who survived the persecution according to God's divine plan.

3. THE PROVISION OF A DELIVERER (vv. 20-28)

a. The Appearance of Moses (v. 20a)

"In which time Moses was born, and was exceedingly fair..."
Having been accused of blaspheming Moses, Stephen really praises Moses for being stupendously handsome. "Exceedingly fair" means "handsome or elegant." Josephus says that when Moses walked down the street, everybody stopped doing what they were doing just to look at him, because he was so strikingly handsome.

b. The Adoption of Moses (vv. 20b-21)

"...and nourished up in his father's house three months; and when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took him up, and nourished him as her own son."
After three months of being raised by his parents, Moses was put in the river, where he was discovered by Pharaoh's daughter. She scooped that little fellow up and decided to raise him as her own son. So Moses was adopted as a son in Pharaoh's household with all the benefits of living in the palace.

c. The Abilities of Moses (v. 22)

"And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds."
Well, that doesn't sound like blasphemy, that sounds like Stephen was exalting Moses! After all, Moses was truly an amazing person. Not only was he exceedingly fair and handsome from birth and materially blessed as part of Pharaoh's household, but Moses was also greatly influenced as a result of the advanced education which he received in Egypt. There is no doubt that Moses was a remarkable man considering all of his natural ability that was coupled with the finest and most comprehensive education available anywhere in the ancient world.

d. The Avenging of Moses (vv. 23-28)

1) His Desire (v. 23)

"And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the children of Israel."
Some histories tell us that by this time Moses was a captain in Pharaoh's army, having already won great battles and thereby being highly esteemed and beloved in the land. But he knew that he was an Israelite, because he had been cared for by his own mother in the very palace of Pharaoh. And when he reached forty years of age, God put in his heart a desire to help his people, calling him, in effect, to be their deliverer. In fact, the word "visit" implies one who is looking kindly upon someone else with an intent to help them.

2) His Deliverance (vv. 24-25)

a) The Rescue (v. 24)

"And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian."
Moses had left his palace to go down to the hovels and the working yards of the Hebrew slaves. There he saw one of the Egyptians beating one of the children of Israel and quickly came to the slave's defense by killing the Egyptian. Moses then buried the Egyptian in the sand (Ex. 2:11-12), hoping that no one else would find out that this taskmaster had been killed. And he assumed that this intervention on his part would be recognized by the Hebrews as the first act of emancipation. He thought, "Now they'll accept me as their leader and deliverer because I've proven that I'll stand up for them."

b) The Rejection (v. 25)

"For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them; but they understood not."
The Hebrew slave didn't understand that he was going to defend them. He typified the blindness of the Hebrews, who failed to accept the very deliverer that would take them to the Promised Land. Though it was time for the promise to be fulfilled, they weren't going to be released, because they didn't accept their deliverer the first time. Consequently, they didn't receive the Promised Land until eighty years later. This is essentially what happened when Jesus came fifteen hundred years later as their Savior and offered a Kingdom to the Jews, neither of which they accepted. This is why their Kingdom has been postponed.

3) His Distrust (vv. 26-28)

a) The Rescue (v. 26)

"And the next day he showed himself to them as they strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another?"
Moses not only came to defend them from their enemies, but he came to make peace among them as well. He was the truest kind of deliverer--his plans were not only political, they were personal. He not only saw the deliverance of Israel as a nation; he saw himself as a peacemaker between individuals. That's the heart of a real deliverer, isn't it? When Moses came to the two Hebrews who were fighting, he intended to "set them at one." In other words, he literally sought to urge them to peace. He was a true deliverer.

b) The Response (vv. 27-28)

"But he that did his neighbor wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday?"
Though Moses had merely questioned why they fought among themselves, he was shoved away. He had come to make peace, and they shoved him away. He was angrily rejected with a blatant kind of sarcasm that could have been phrased in this way: "Who asked you to butt in? Get lost! Are you going to kill me, too?" When Moses heard that last statement, his heart started beating very fast, because the idea of hiding the Egyptian was to keep his killing of the Egyptian quiet. But now, instead of this slave accepting him as a deliverer, he exposed him as if Moses were a criminal. Knowing that the cat was out of the bag, Moses thought it best to flee for his life.

4. THE POSTPONEMENT OF DELIVERANCE (vv. 29-34)

a. The Flight (v. 29)

"Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a sojourner in the land of Midian, where he begot two sons."
Immediately Moses took off, knowing that if the Egyptians found out, it would be all over, because he would be branded as the leader of a Jewish rebellion. He went to the land of the Midianites, who were Gentiles, and there he lived and established a family after marrying Zipporah. He remained in that desert land for forty years, herding sheep until a very strange event occurred.

b. The Flame of Fire (vv. 30-34)

1) The Amazement of Moses (vv. 30-31)

"And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight; and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him"
Mount Sinai, identified as Mount Horeb in Exodus 3:1, was the place where Moses saw this burning bush that was not being consumed by the fire. This miraculous sight was a manifestation of the Shekinah, the presence of God's glory.

2) The Announcement of God (vv. 32-34)

a) God's Identity (vv. 32-33)

"Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and dared not behold. Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet; for the place where thou standest is holy ground."
You ask, "Why did God say, `I am the God of thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob'?" God was simply establishing the covenant again. He said, "I promise, Abraham, I'll bring you into the land and it'll be yours. It's the same promise I repeated to Isaac and to Jacob." God was coming back to Moses as the covenant God, who was about to fulfill that part of the covenant which promised that Israel would go into the land.

b) God's Intention (v. 34)

"I have seen, I have seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt."
God said, "It's the time of the promise. After forty years, I'm going to take the people into the land, and you're going to be my man, Moses. I will send thee to accomplish it." So, God comes back as the God of the covenant, showing how faithful He is. Forty years had gone by, but God didn't forget. He knew that Israel was groaning under bondage, and in His plan it was time for Israel to be set free. God is faithful, isn't He?

Having established his respect for Moses, Stephen now makes a powerful point:

B. The Condemnation Of Rejection (vv. 35-36)

1. THE REFUSING OF MOSES (v. 35)

"This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush."
Stephen is absolutely devastating with that point, because one of the arguments the Jews inevitably had was that if Jesus had been their Messiah, they would have known it: "If Jesus had been our Messiah, all of those great Jewish leaders would have known He was our Messiah--we wouldn't have missed it." That's one of the things that Jews argue about even today. With all of the great rabbis and teachers of the past, they conclude that they wouldn't have missed the Messiah. But Stephen says, in effect, "Guess what? You missed Moses, and you missed Joseph, too. Both of them were not even accepted by you until the second time around." (In like manner, when will the Jews accept Jesus? The second time around.) Though Stephen's audience didn't want to take responsibility for their forefathers' mistakes, Stephen nevertheless indicts them with their own history, saying, "...ye do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do ye" (Ac. 7:51b). Stephen powerfully says, "You're right on schedule. It always takes two times to get through to you! This Moses, whom you rejected, is the very deliverer that God chose to lead you."

2. THE RESCUING BY MOSES (v. 36)

"He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years."
God had picked Moses, and Moses did the job--he brought the very people out of Egypt who had previously rejected him. That's a powerful point, because it heavily lays on the Jews the responsibility for the rejection of not only Moses, but Jesus as well.

So far, Stephen has done three things in this second section in defending himself against the charge of blasphemy: First of all, he has continued to recite their history and hold their interest. Second, he has declared his belief in God's choosing of Moses. Third, he has indicted his audience for rejecting Moses, stating that they are the ones who have actually blasphemed him, just as they had done with Joseph. Now Stephen again masterfully presents the Messiah.

D. The Coming Of The Redeemer (v. 37)

"This is that Moses who said unto the children of Israel, A Prophet shall the Lord, your God, raise up unto you of your brethren, like me; Him shall ye hear."
1. THE PROPHET

Moses said, "People, God's got another deliverer in mind for you...He'll be just like me. And when He comes along and you recognize that He's like me, listen to Him." Now, every Jew knew that the Prophet in Deuteronomy 18:15 was to be identified as the Messiah. Remember the response that followed Jesus' feeding of the five thousand? John 6:14 says, "Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world." They recognized Jesus as the One Moses had promised.

2. THE PARALLEL

The Jews knew everything about Christ, and if they looked at the facts, they would have seen that Christ parallelled Moses in every way. For example, Moses was a deliverer from among his own people--so was Jesus Christ. Moses came down from a palace, to release men in bondage--Jesus Christ condescended as well. Moses offered himself to Israel, was rejected, and then went and raised up seed among the Gentiles--so did Jesus. (Verse 29 implies the parallel of Jesus being rejected by Israel and turning and raising up seed in the church.) Moses was rejected the first time, but accepted the second time--so it was and will be with Jesus Christ. Moses was a great redeemer--so is Jesus Christ. Moses was a shepherd--so is Jesus Christ. So Moses said, "When you see one like me, listen to Him...He's your Messiah." Though Israel looked, they did not find Him. Consequently, Jesus said that they were "blind leaders of the blind" (Mt. 15:14b). They couldn't see that the history of Moses was the foreshadowing of the life of Christ.

So, Stephen has been masterful in his presentation. He has defended himself against the charge, at the same time holding the council's interest by reciting their history, and he has also portrayed Moses as a picture of Jesus Christ. Now, Stephen sets about to answer the third charge:

III. THE DEFENSE AGAINST BLASPHEMING THE LAW (vv. 38-44a)

A. The Reception Of The Law (v. 38)

"This is he that was in the church [Gk. ekklesia = `called out congregation'] in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him in Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, who received the living oracles to give unto us"
Addressing those who were lovers of the law, Stephen continues his defense about Moses, who led the group of Israelites that had been called out of Egypt, and who received the law to give to the people. In effect, Stephen is saying, "I believe that God gave the law to Moses up in Mount Sinai. I believe they are living oracles that God ordained." Clearly Stephen couldn't be accused of being one who thought the law was of no effect. On the contrary, he believed that it was living truth from the mouth of God. Far from being a blasphemer of the law, he recognizes God as the author, the angels as mediators, and Moses as the recipient. It was a living, powerful revelation from a living and powerful God. That's not blasphemy.

Having defended himself against the charge of blasphemy, Stephen now turns to indict the Israelites for...

B. The Rebellion Against The Law (vv. 39-44a)

1. THE DETERMINATION TO DISOBEY (v. 39)

"Whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt"
Stephen says, "So you want to talk about disobedience to God's laws, do you? Then check your own history. You're always going back to the sanctity and sacredness of your forefathers, and they were the ones who were disobedient to the law." Do you remember what they did? When Moses was up in the mountain receiving the law, the people were down below making and worshiping false gods that they learned about in Egypt. It was plain to see that Israel's forefathers were not to be so highly esteemed. Stephen's audience sure couldn't boast of their own fathers' loyalty to Moses or the law, for they had rejected Moses at Sinai, as well as God's law even while it was being given...they didn't even wait to hear it. In their hearts, Israel had turned back to Egypt, desiring Egyptian pleasures and gods. They initiated the idolatries of Egypt at the foot of Sinai and maintained some form of idolatry throughout their history until God finally got so upset with them, that He just hauled them off to Babylon.

2. THE REQUEST FOR A REPLACEMENT (v. 40)

"Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us; for, as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we know not what is become of him."
Notice that Stephen is overlapping Israel's rejection of Moses with its rejection of the law as he continues that same theme. Now you say, "Well, maybe they didn't know the law; I mean, Moses didn't have it yet." Those Israelites knew enough of the law to know you don't worship false gods. Even Abel knew that. Abel knew to make a sacrifice to the true God by faith, didn't he (Heb. 11:4)? Furthermore, his faith would have been based on revelation (for "faith cometh by hearing" [Rom. 10:17a]). Therefore, he had to have known how to worship the true God by sacrificing only to Him. Likewise, when the Israelites were making this idol and sacrificing to it, they knew they were disobeying God. God's first commandment (Ex. 20:3) had been established long before it was written on stone. So Stephen is simply saying, "You who are always saying, `We uphold the law,' ought to just look at your history. You were down at the foot of the mountain disobeying the law when God was up at the top of the mountain giving it. That's how long it took you to disobey...and just after God had performed those miracles to get you out of Egypt!"

3. THE INITIATION OF IDOLATRY (v. 41)

"And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands."
This calf, literally a young bull, was used in the Egyptian worship of Apis and Mnevis, two bulls who were supposedly the reincarnated Osiris and the sun god, respectively. They had, no doubt, learned this form of worship in Egypt.

Now, Aaron may have tried to stop them in an indirect way by demanding their gold jewelry and putting the price so high, that they wouldn't want to give up those things to make an idol. If this were the case, it didn't work. The people brought all their gold and melted it down to make a golden calf. Exodus implies that they had even taken their clothes off and were shamefully carrying on an orgy (32:6, 25) in the worship of the bull while Moses was communing with God. You'll never see a more stark contrast than that!

In reminding the council of these things, Stephen is absolutely indicting the nation of Israel for having rebelled against God all along: They rejected God, they rejected His servants, Joseph and Moses, and they rejected His law. Not only did this greatly displease God, but it caused Moses to become so upset that he slammed down the tablets of stone and broke them so that he had to go back up and get another set. So Stephen's point is that the ones who were claiming to love the law, were the descendants of those who broke the law by making the calf and worshiping it.

4. THE RESPONSE TO REJECTION (vv. 42-43)

a. The Consequence of Idolatry (v. 42a)

"Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven..."
Isn't that sad? That sounds very similar to what Romans 1 says that God did with the Gentiles: "Wherefore, God also gave them up... (v. 24a, cf. vv. 26, 28). Did you know that God also did that with Israel? In Hosea 4:17 we find the shocking words, "Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone." God said, "I've had it!" and so He let them continue worshiping idols, something they did from the time of the wilderness wandering all the way to the Babylonian Captivity. Because they refused to worship Him, God allowed the Israelites "to worship the host of heaven." This is a reference to all the stars and planets that the Egyptians worshiped.

b. The Condemnation of Idolatry (vv. 42b-43)

"...as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to Me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness? Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Molech, and the star of your god, Rephan, figures which ye made to worship; and I will carry you away beyond Babylon."
Quoting Amos 5:25-27, Stephen records God rhetorically asking if Israel had really been offering their sacrifices to Him. Clearly Israel had not. Their idolatry of such celestial deities as Molech and Rephan continued until God finally carried the nation away into Babylon. This summary of the history of Israel's idolatry from Sinai to Babylon shows how guilty Israel really was. They had the law all those years, along with the scribes to teach it. In spite of that, they continued to reject it. On this basis, Stephen says, "Don't accuse me of blaspheming the law; check your own history!"

5. THE WITNESS IN THE WILDERNESS (v. 44a)

"Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness..."
You say, "Well, maybe they were ignorant or had forgotten God." They were without excuse because they had the Tabernacle of testimony right in front of their faces. Because they camped right around it, they were clearly guilty of rejecting the law. Even later on, after the Temple had been built, Israel blatantly committed idolatry right inside it, drawing false gods all over the walls while they worshiped the sun and wept for Tammuz, a pagan deity of Babylonian cultism (Ezk. 8:10-16). This was the epitome of idolatry. The idolatry that started in Sinai as God was giving the law went on through Israel's history until the Babylonian Captivity. As a result, God just gave Israel up and hauled them off into a captivity that lasted for seventy years.

Having defended his belief in the law and indicted Israel for having rejected it throughout its history, Stephen goes on to...

IV. THE DEFENSE AGAINST BLASPHEMING THE TEMPLE (vv. 44-50)

A. The Record Of The Sanctuary (vv. 44-47)

Because Stephen had been accused of blaspheming the Temple, he gives a brief history of the Temple to show that he believes that God ordained that as well, beginning with the history...

1. OF THE TABERNACLE (vv. 44-45)

a. Its Design (v. 44)

"Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen"
Stephen acknowledges that God gave Moses a vision of the blueprint for His Tabernacle, the forerunner of the Temple. For this reason, he could say, "I'm not against the Temple. I even believe in the Tabernacle, where God started it all.

b. Its Duration (v. 45)

"Which also our fathers that came after [the descendants of the first generation] brought in with Joshua into the possession of the nations [the land of Israel when it was occupied by Gentiles], whom God drove out before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David"
Stephen is saying, "I believe that after giving the plan for the Tabernacle to Moses, God drove out the heathen so that His Tabernacle could be established and He could be worshiped. It was the very place God dwelt until the days of David. So don't accuse me of blaspheming the Temple."

2. OF THE TEMPLE (vv. 46-47)

a. The Desire of David (v. 46)

"Who found favor before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob."
By the time David came along, he looked at his own beautiful palace and looked at God living in a tent, so to speak, and concluded that it wasn't right. In 2 Samuel 7 he told the prophet Nathan that he wanted to build God a house. And Nathan heartily agreed. However, God came to Nathan and said, "Tell David that I don't want him building My Temple, because he's a man of bloodshed. Therefore, his son Solomon will build it."

b. The Delight of Solomon (v. 47)

"But Solomon built Him an house."
Though David had desired to build the Temple, God had other plans, for it was actually David's son whom God allowed to do it. Now, there is an interesting possibility why the mention of Solomon building the Temple is just briefly stated in passing: Stephen could be implying the transitory nature of the Temple that the Jews had so revered. In a sense, it's almost an indictment, because the Temple that Solomon had built had been destroyed. The Jews had essentially put all their eggs in one basket--their security was the Temple. They were guilty of worshiping the building, rather than the God who had chosen to dwell there. In fact, even Zerubbabel's Temple was gone and Stephen's opponents were only familiar with Herod's. It's as if Stephen is saying, "You guys are talking about the Temple that God built, and this isn't even it! If you're accusing me of speaking against this Temple, keep in mind that this isn't the Temple that God built anyway. The one that He ordained was built by Solomon. And even Solomon's Temple was only temporary, because God Himself allowed it to be destroyed as part of His plan. So you can't put God in a box."

Stephen makes this point clear by quoting...

B. The Rebuke From The Scripture (vv. 48-50)

1. THE WORDS OF SOLOMON(v. 48a)

"Nevertheless, the Most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands..."
Stephen's saying, "I'm not blaspheming the Temple, friends, I'm just saying God is bigger than the box you've got Him in. I'm saying the same thing that Solomon did, so if you accuse me of blaspheming your Temple, you'll have to accuse Solomon, too!" And then he quotes...

2. THE WORDS OF ISAIAH (vv. 48b-50)

"...as saith the prophet, Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool. What house will ye build Me? saith the Lord. Or what is the place of My rest? Hath not My hand made all these things?"
Quoting Isaiah 66:1-2, Stephen closes his implied rebuke of the council and answers the false charge that he was blaspheming the Temple.

What a masterpiece of a defense this is! Throughout it Stephen has been able to defend himself, to hold the council's attention, to indict them for being guilty of the very things they were accusing him of, and to present Christ. Having done that, Stephen comes to...

V. THE DENOUNCEMENT FOR BLASPHEMING THE HOLY SPIRIT (vv. 51-53)

A. The Statement Of Condemnation (v. 51)

1. THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION (v. 51a)

"Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears..."
Stephen uses a strong colloquial phrase to get his point across. To say to a Jew that he was stiff-necked would mean that he was guilty of resisting God, in the sense that he would refuse to bow before God. And to say that these Jews were uncircumcised in heart and ears would have really been shocking, because they prided themselves on circumcision, but were being told, in effect, that their circumcision was only physical, and that they were no better than Gentiles.

2. THE SPIRITUAL CONSEQUENCE (v. 51b)

"...ye do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do ye."
In other words, Stephen is saying, "I've been giving you fifty verses of your history and it sounds the same from the start to the finish: God wants to do this, but you don't buy it. God says, `Joseph's My man,' but you reject him. God says, `Moses is My man,' and you reject him, too. God says, `Here's My law,' but you reject it. God says, `Here I am, bigger than any building,' but you stick Him in a box. Your resisting of the Holy Spirit is nothing new, though, because you're following right in your fathers' footsteps."

B. The Specifics Of Condemnation (vv. 52-53)

"Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? And they have slain them who showed before of the coming of the Just One, of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers; who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it."
Have you ever checked Israel's history to see how the Jews treated their prophets? They persecuted just about every one of the true ones. For instance, Jeremiah was stoned, and Isaiah was cut in half with a saw. They treated them like that all along. And if that isn't enough, they had even killed the greatest Prophet of all, Jesus Christ!

Well, by this time, the council has completely gone berserk. They are so infuriated that they completely lose control. Grinding their teeth in anger, they explode into an uproar at Stephen's last words. There's no vote, there's no death sentence, just a frenzied lynching mob. They grab him by the legs, drag him through the streets, throw him off a ledge, and drop huge stones on him, crushing the life from his body. They could have repented, couldn't they? But they didn't. Unlike those who hear the things of Christ and repent, they were those who joined in on the execution. So Stephen died, but before he died, he preached, and oh, how he preached! I'm glad I heard his sermon, aren't you?

