BUILDING THE CHURCH - 2

Intro : For several months I have made it a point to share with you the direction we must follow if we are to succeed as a local church. I believe the scripture makes it clear our Lord expects each of us to

· Not be discouraged, nor be weary in well doing when changes or difficulties arise.

· Meditate on the words of God and be strengthened so that we may finish our course with joy.

· Use the gifts, which He has equipped us with to edify each other so that we might do the work of the ministry.

· Commit this ministry to God in prayer, by deliberately praying for God’s blessing in our  work and lives.

· Sacrifice our perceived rights we must serve the Lord and one another in love – 

These truths are fundamental to those who would build upon the foundation of Christ.  We have been joined together by a sovereign God who has set us in the body as it pleases Him. Our purpose is to glorify Him, individually, corporately, and before a lost and dying world. So where do we go from here?  

For over twenty years we have grown together, and now we move into a new phase of growth. God is not through using us. He has purposes that I am sure none of us can imagine. There is a great work to be done in this community and the world and it calls upon a people who have faith in a great God. The question before us this day is are we willing to cross over the river Jordan? Are we ready to move into a different phase of our maturing process and glorify Christ as a body.  I trust that the answer is a resounding yes.  But….

“Sometimes when we read the words of those who have been more than conquerors, we feel almost despondent. I feel that I shall never be like that. But they won through step by step, by little bits of wills, little denials of self, little inward victories, by faithfulness in very little things. They became what they are. No one sees these little hidden steps. They only see the accomplishment, but even so, those small steps were taken. There is no sudden triumph no spiritual maturity, that is the work of the moment.”         Amy Carmichael Quoted in Holy Sweat, Tim Hansel, 1987, Word Books Publisher, p. 130

So what steps must we take to be conquerors, to be mature? Lets realize the goal God has for us. We must be a mature church to do this great work.  So we must teach by word and deed so that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 

Last week we considered “love”

3. FAITH AND HOPE

Faith and hope, the other two virtues which Paul sets forth as standards by which we can measure the maturity level of the local church, are also uniquely described in the New Testament. Though there is no central passage describing these virtues such as 1 Corin​thians 13 does for love, there are a number of descriptive words and phrases used by the New Testament writers to add significant mean​ing and content to these words. Some of these phrases are listed be​low:



A. FAITH

1. Work of faith (1 Tb 1:3) – Motivation

a. The world is moved by greed, lust, selfishness, 

b. Faith moves believers to holy action. They serve others in the face of hatred and opposition.

c. Luke 2:41 – Jesus at twelve

d. Acts 2:14 – Peter’s sermon

e. Acts 6:5 – Stephen’s sermon

2. Breastplate of faith (1 Tb 5:8) – Protection
a. Eph 6:16

b. Luke 41-12
3. Faith in Jesus Christ (Col 1:4) - 

4. Faith in the Lord Jesus (Eph 1:15)

5. Faith in God (1 Pe 1:21)

6. Faith greatly enlarged (2 Th 1:3)

7. Faith without hypocrisy (1 Ti 1:5) - 
8. Faith toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints (Phile 5)
9. Full assurance of faith (Heb 10:22)



B. HOPE

1. Steadfastness of hope (1 Tb 1:3)

2. Hope of salvation (1 Tb 5:8)

3. Hope laid up for you (Col 1:5)

4. Tbat you may know what is the hope of His calling (Eph 1:18)

5. Hope in God (1 Pe 1:21) 

6. Hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (Heb 10:23)

7. Christ Jesus who is our hope (1 Ti 1:1)

8. We fixed our hope on the living God (1 Ti 4:10)

9. Not to fix our hope on the uncer​tainty of riches but on God (1 Ti 6:17)

10. Hope of eternal life (Titus 1:2)

11. Looking for the blessed hope (Titus 2:13)

12. Bom again to a living hope (1 Pe 1:3)

13. Fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Pe 1:3).

C. Even a casual reading of this list reveals that faith and hope are closely aligned in meaning.  The writer of Hebrews clarifies this relationship when he says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”(Heb 11:1).

1. Faith has to do with Christians themselves—their personalities—that is, their minds, their attitudes, their wills. It involves inner convictions and assurance. The primary object of our faith is God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, but it also includes faith in our fellow Chris​tians (1 Co 13:7; Phile 5).

2. Hope on the other hand, though linked to faith, has to do with the object and content of faith. It is most frequently used to refer to sal​vation and ultimate deliverance from this world into the presence of Jesus Christ when He comes again.

a. The word hope is also used to describe the state of Christians. 

b. It is used in conjunction with such words and phrases as “steadfastness” (1 Th 1:3), “without wavering” (Heb 10:23), and “fixed” (1 Ti 4:10; 6:17; 1 Pe 1:13). 

c. It is used to describe “certainty” and “stability.”

CLOSING : In conclusion it is obvious why Paul refers to faith, hope and love as the primary virtues by which we may measure the maturity level of the church. 

Love has to do with Christlike relationships among members of the body and toward all men—an attitude that creates unity and one mindedness.

Faith has to do with the confidence that the body of Christ has in its Head—the Lord Jesus Christ. There is that unified conviction and assurance that God is, and that He answers prayer and that He is their divine source of life and existence.

The presence of hope is manifested in stability, steadfastness and certainty, and particularly looks beyond the present to that day when Jesus Christ shall come again for the church, and in turn, to set up His eternal kingdom.

SUMMING UP : Why then does the church exist as a gathered community? The church is to become a mature organism through the process of edifi​cation, and this maturity is reflected, first of all by the degree of love that exists in the body of Christ, and second by the degree of corpo​rate faith and hope that is manifested. “Be careful how you build!” warned Paul. A church can be weak and immature—constructed of wood, hay and stubble. Or it can be strong and mature—composed of gold, silver and precious stones (1 Co 3:10-15). If it is immature, it reflects impatience, jealousy, strife, divisions, pride, arrogance and unbecoming behavior. If it is mature, it reflects a growing love, a unity of faith, and a steadfast hope.

PAGE  
1

