	Coming Alive in Christ


And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (﻿2:1–10﻿)

· In ﻿Ephesians 2:1–10﻿ Paul clarifies what it means to receive salvation and to be a part of Christ’s Body, the church. 
· Here the apostle moves from eternity past into time. 
· He describes the act and process of salvation, the miracle that draws men into the eternal plan portrayed in ﻿chapter 1﻿. 
· In context this section builds on the thought of ﻿1:19﻿, where Paul introduces the great power of Christ toward us who believe and then digresses to discuss that power in Christ’s life. 
· He returns now to show that power in our salvation.
· In the first ten verses Paul presents the past, present, and future of the Christian: 
a. what he was (vv. ﻿1–3﻿), 
b. what he is (vv. ﻿4–6﻿, ﻿8–9﻿), 
c. and what he will be (vv. ﻿7﻿, ﻿10﻿). 
· Within this framework he gives six aspects of salvation: 
a. It is from sin (vv. ﻿1–3﻿), 
b. by love (﻿v.﻿ ﻿4﻿), 
c. into life (﻿v.﻿ ﻿5﻿), 
d. with a purpose (vv. ﻿6–7﻿), 
e. through faith (vv. ﻿8–9﻿), 
f. and unto good works (﻿v.﻿ ﻿10﻿). 
· The first aspect is in the past, the next four aspects (except for the second part of “﻿purpose,﻿” ﻿v.﻿ ﻿7﻿) pertain to the present, and the last aspect (including ﻿v.﻿ ﻿7﻿) is in the future.

1. Salvation Is from Sin  -  1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desiresa of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  (﻿2:1–3﻿)
a. Believers use the term ‘saved’ quite a bit. Sometimes we get so use to the terminology that we forget that the lost person doesn’t know what we mean. 
1. Imagine that you approach someone who has never stepped inside a church or paused long enough on a religious channel to understand what the preacher was shouting about. 
2. This is the case for many Americans regarding the question, "Are you saved?" The initial response might be, "Saved from what?" 
3. It's a logical reply. Yet too many of us as Christians don't really know how to answer that question--for the ones we are trying to witness to, or for ourselves.
4. The world sees believers strictly by sight and experience. From their perspective our belief in Jesus and eternal salvation is not only illogical (foolishness) it may border on mental illness. After all we are not saved from…

i.  None Saved From Suffering 
ii. None Saved From Sorrow 
iii. None Saved From Shame
iv. None of us are saved from any of the troubles that unbelievers experience.
5. So the term “saved” doesn’t seem to matter to those who live only by sight.
6. Perhaps a better way of approaching the lost would be to ask them if they know who Jesus Christ is, and do they know what He did, and why what He did matters to them
b. This is the trek Paul will take in Ephesians. He explains what “saved” means.

c. First, salvation is from sin, which characterizes life before Christ. 
1. In these three verses there is perhaps no clearer statement in Scripture on the sinfulness of man apart from Christ.
2. The wages, or payment, for sin is death (﻿Rom. 6:23﻿), and because man is born in sin he is born to death. 
3. Man does not become spiritually dead because he sins; he is spiritually dead because by nature he is sinful. 
d. Except for Jesus Christ, that is the condition of every human being since the Fall, including every believer before he is saved. 
e. It is the past condition of believers and the present condition of everyone else.

f. Man’s basic trouble is not being out of harmony with his heritage or his environment but being out of harmony with his Creator. 
1. His principal problem is not that he cannot make meaningful relationships with other human beings but that he has no right relationship to God, from whom he is alienated by sin (﻿Eph. 4:18﻿). 
2. His condition has nothing to do with the way he lives; it has to do with the fact that he is dead even while he is alive. 
3. He is spiritually dead while being physically alive. 
4. Because he is dead to God, he is dead to spiritual life, truth, righteousness, inner peace and happiness, and ultimately to every other good thing.

g. One of the first indications of physical death is the body’s inability to respond to stimulus, no matter what it might be. A dead person cannot react. He no longer responds to light, sound, smell, taste, pain, or anything else. He is totally insensitive.

h. A person who is spiritually dead has no life by which he can respond to spiritual things, much less live a spiritual life. 
1. No amount of love, care, and words of affection from God can draw a response. 
2. A spiritually dead person is alienated from God and therefore alienated from life. 
3. He has no capacity to respond. 
4. As the great Scottish commentator John Eadie said, “﻿It is a case of death walking.﻿” 
5. Men apart from God are spiritual zombies, the walking dead who do not know they are dead. They go through the motions of life, but they do not possess it.

i. Before we were saved we were like every other person who is apart from God—dead in … trespasses and sins. 
1. The Greek case is the locative of sphere, indicating the sphere, or realm, in which something or someone exists. 
2. We were not dead because we had committed sin but because we were in sin. In this context trespasses and sins do not refer simply to acts but first of all to the sphere of existence of the person apart from God. 
3. He does not become a liar when he tells a lie; he tells a lie because he already is a liar. 
4. He does not become a thief when he steals; he steals because he already is a thief. 
5. And so with murder, adultery, covetousness, and every other sin. 
6. Committing sinful acts does not make us sinners; we commit sinful acts because we are sinners. 
7. Jesus confirmed this when He said, “﻿The evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil﻿” (﻿Matt. 12:35﻿) and “﻿the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders﻿” (﻿Matt. 15:18–19﻿).

j. The Words
1. Paraptōma (trespasses) means to slip, fall, stumble, deviate, or go the wrong direction. 
2. Hamartia (sins) originally carried the idea of missing the mark, as when hunting with a bow and arrow. 
3. It then came to represent missing or falling short of any goal, standard, or purpose. In the spiritual realm it refers to missing and falling short of God’s standard of holiness, and in the New Testament it is the most common and general term for sin (used 173 times). 
4. Paul does not use the two terms here to point up different kinds of wrongdoing but simply to emphasize the breadth of the sinfulness that results from spiritual deadness.

k. The Concept

1. Paul’s statement that “﻿all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God﻿” (﻿Rom. 3:23﻿) does not give two truths but two views of the same truth. 
2. Sin is falling short of God’s glory, and falling short of God’s glory is sin. 
3. As Paul had explained two chapters earlier in Romans, in its most basic sense sin is failing to glorify God. 
4. Although fallen mankind “﻿knew God, they did not honor Him as God﻿” (﻿1:21﻿). 
5. Of all the epitaphs that could have been written for Herod, the words of ﻿Acts 12:23﻿ are the most appropriate: “﻿An angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died.﻿”
6. That all men apart from God are sinful does not mean that every person is equally corrupt and wicked. 
i. Twenty corpses on a battlefield might be in many different stages of decay, but they are uniformly dead. 
ii. Death manifests itself in many different forms and degrees, but death itself has no degrees. 
iii. Sin manifests itself in many different forms and degrees, but the state of sin itself has no degrees. Not all men are as evil as they could be, but all fail to measure up to God’s perfect standard.

l. As a state of being, a sphere of existence, sin has more to do with what is not done than with what is done. 
1. God’s standard is for men to be perfect just as He Himself is perfect (﻿Matt. 5:48﻿). 
2. Jesus did not give a new standard but restated a very old one. 
3. Nor had God’s command to “﻿be holy; for I am holy﻿” (﻿Lev. 11:44﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 Pet. 1:16﻿) created a new standard for mankind or for His chosen people. God has never had any standard for man but perfect holiness.
4. It is because of that perfect standard of holiness that men apart from God cannot be anything but sinful. 
5. Because he is separated from God he cannot do anything but fall short of God’s standard. 
6. No matter how much good he does or attempts to do, the standard of never doing or never having done evil at all is unattainable.

m. Illustration : Man’s common state of sin has often been compared to a diverse group of people standing on the bank of a wide river, perhaps a mile across. Each of them is trying to jump to the other side. The little children and old people can jump only a few feet. The larger children and agile adults can jump several times that far. A few athletes can jump several times farther still. But none of them gets near the other side. Their degrees of success vary only in relation to each other. In relation to achieving the goal they are equal failures.

n. Throughout history people have varied greatly in their levels of human goodness and wickedness. But in relation to achieving God’s holiness they are equal failures. 
1. That is why the good, helpful, kind, considerate, self–giving person needs salvation as much as the multiple murderer on death row. 
2. The person who is a good parent, loving spouse, honest worker, and civic humanitarian needs Jesus Christ to save him from the eternal condemnation of hell as much as the skid row drunk or the heartless terrorist. 
3. They do not lead equally sinful lives, but they are equally in the state of sin, equally separated from God and from spiritual life.
4. Jesus said, “﻿If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same﻿” (﻿Luke 6:33﻿). 
5. On another occasion He said, “﻿You then, being evil, [nevertheless] know how to give good gifts to your children﻿” (﻿Luke 11:13﻿). 
6. A person apart from God can do humanly good things. But as the Lord points out in both of those statements, the person is still a sinner, still evil by nature, and still operating on a motive less than that of glorifying God. 
7. When Paul and the others were shipwrecked on the island of Malta, Luke reports that “﻿the natives showed us extraordinary kindness﻿” (﻿Acts 28:2﻿); yet those natives remained superstitious pagans (﻿v.﻿ ﻿6﻿). 
8. A sinner’s doing good is good, but it cannot change his nature or his basic sphere of existence, and it cannot reconcile him to God.

o. Relational goodness is helpful to other people and is more pleasing to God. It is a step in the right direction. 
1. But a hundred thousand such steps cannot bring a person any nearer to God. 
2. Because it is a sinner’s condition of sinfulness and not his particular sins that separate him from God, his particular acts of goodness cannot reconcile him to God.
3. During Jesus’ second farewell discourse to His disciples He said, “﻿He [the Holy Spirit], when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin﻿” (﻿John 16:8﻿). 
4. The sin of which He will convict men is the sin of disbelief in Jesus Christ (﻿v.﻿ ﻿9﻿). 
5. That is the sin of separation, the sin that both causes and reflects man’s alienation from God. It is the sin of not accepting God as God and Christ as Savior, the sin of rejection. It is not particular acts or statements of rejection but the sphere of rejection in which the unsaved person exists that separates him from God. That is his state of spiritual death, his being dead in … trespasses and sins.
6. In the state of spiritual death, the only walking, or living, a person can do is according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
p. Kosmos (world) does not here represent simply the physical creation but the world order, the world’s system of values and way of doing things—the world’s course. 
1. And as Paul makes clear, the course of this world follows the leadership and design of Satan, the prince of the power of the air.
2. What we often call “﻿the spirit of the times﻿” reflects the wider course of this world, a course in which men are in basic agreement about what is right and wrong, valuable and worthless, important and unimportant. 
3. Sinful men have many different ideas and standards, but they are in total agreement that the network of things in this world is more important than the divine perspective of God. 
4. In this most basic world outlook they are of one mind. They resolutely work to fulfill the goals and values of their system, though it defies God and always self–destructs. 
5. Sinners are persistent in their rejection, and the worse their system becomes, the more they try to justify it and condemn those who speak the Word of God against it.
6. They are of one mind because they have a common leader and lord, the prince of the power of the air. 
7. Satan is now “﻿the ruler of this world,﻿” and until the Lord casts him out (﻿John 12:31﻿) he will continue to rule. 
8. The power [or authority] of the air probably refers to Satan’s host of demons who exist in the heavenly sphere. 
9. Paul has this in mind in ﻿Ephesians 6:12﻿, where he warns of “﻿the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.﻿” 
10. During the present age he and his demon host dominate, pressure, and control every person who is unsaved. He is the personification of spiritual death because he is the personification of rebellion against God—and so is the system he designed.

q. The three elements that most characterize our present world system are humanism, materialism, and illicit sex. 
1. Humanism places man above all else. Man is the measure and end of all things. Each man is his own boss, his own standard of good, his own source of authority—in short, his own god. 
2. Materialism places high value in physical things, especially money, because money is a means of acquiring all the other things. 
3. Sexual perversion dominates modern western society as it has no other societies since the lowest periods of ancient Greece and Rome. Along with the humanistic appeal to self–interest and the materialistic appeal to self–aggrandizement, sexual vice is used to promote and persuade in virtually every field of marketing, pandering to self–pleasure. That triumvirate represents the spirit of our age, the current course of this world.

r. Satan is the archōn, the prince and ruler over this world system. 
1. Not all unsaved people are necessarily indwelt at all times by Satan or are demon–possessed. 
2. But knowingly or unknowingly they are subject to Satan’s influence. Because they share his nature of sinfulness and exist in the same sphere of rebellion against God, they respond naturally to his leading and to the influence of his demons. They are on the same spiritual wavelength.
3. As with the world, the air over which Satan has controlling power represents the sphere where demons move. 
4. The air could be used metaphorically, as when we speak of an “﻿air of expectancy. He has in mind the fact that Satan rules the power (demons) who occupy the air (the heavenly sphere around the earth). Men are not free and independent; they are totally dominated by the hosts of hell.

s. To walk according to the course of this world, according to the power of the prince of the power of the air, is to think and live according to the presuppositions, ideologies, and standards over which sin and Satan have control and to be dominated by evil supernatural beings. 
1. Satan’s supreme purpose for men is not to get them only to do evil things (the flesh will see to that, as is made clear in ﻿Gal. 5:19–21﻿) but to think and believe evil things, especially about God (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿2 Cor. 11:13–15﻿). 
2. Because fallen mankind and Satan’s hosts exist in the same spiritual realm, it is quite natural that his spirit is the same spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 
3. The prince of disobedience works in (the use of en emphasizes the intimate relationship) willing followers, those who have no regard for the Word and will of God, called the sons of disobedience (a Semitic term that describes a person characterized by disobedience), of whom he is the spiritual father (﻿John 8:38–44﻿). 
4. Paul makes clear this identifying characteristic of disobedience to God when he states absolutely that “﻿you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness﻿” (﻿Rom. 6:16﻿). 
5. He then characterizes the believer as one who obeys God: “﻿you became obedient from the heart﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿17﻿).

t. Paul’s primary purpose here is not to show how unsaved people now live—though the teaching is valuable for that purpose—but to remind believers how they themselves formerly walked and formerly lived. All of us once lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

1. Epithumia (lusts) refers to strong inclinations and desires of every sort, not simply to sexual lust. 
2. Thelēma (desires) emphasizes strong will-fulness, wanting and seeking something with great diligence. As with trespasses and sins, lusts and desires are not given to show their distinctiveness but their commonness. They are used synonymously to represent fallen man’s complete orientation to his own selfish way. By nature he is driven to fulfill the lusts and desires of his sinful flesh and … mind. 
3. The flesh (sarx) refers to the dissipation of life that comes when one is abandoned to doing whatever feels good. 
4. The mind (dianoia) indicates the deliberate choices that defy the will of God.

u. Every believer was once totally lost in the system of the world, the flesh, and the devil, who is the prince over the demons, who are the power of the air. 
1. Those are fallen man’s three great arenas where he is in a losing battle with spiritual enemies—yet they are enemies with whom, by nature, he is now allied (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 John 2:16﻿). 
2. Rather than all men being children of God, as most of the world likes to think, those who have not received salvation through Jesus Christ are by nature children of wrath (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿John 3:18﻿). 
3. Apart from reconciliation through Christ, every person by nature (through human birth) is the object of God’s wrath, his eternal judgment and condemnation. They are characterized most accurately not only as sons of disobedience but consequently as children of wrath—objects of God’s condemning judgment.

Closing: But though we were once even as the rest, through faith in the Savior we are not like them any longer. Because of Christ’s past work of salvation in us, we are presently and eternally under His love and delivered from the natural human condition of death, sin, alienation, disobedience, demon control, lust, and divine judgment.

v. verse


a  desires: Gr. wills





cf. confer (Lat.), compare
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