The Sword of the Spirit

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (﻿6:17b﻿)
· The sword to which Paul refers here is the machaira, which varied in length from six to eighteen inches. 
a. It was the common sword carried by Roman foot soldiers and was the principal weapon in hand–to–hand combat. 
b. Carried in a sheath or scabbard attached to their belts, it was always at hand and ready for use. 
c. It was the sword carried by the soldiers who came to arrest Jesus in the Garden (﻿Matt. 26:47﻿), wielded by Peter when he cut off the ear of the high priest’s slave (﻿v.﻿ ﻿51﻿), and used by Herod’s executioners to put James to death (﻿Acts 12:2﻿).

· Of the Spirit can also be translated “﻿by the Spirit﻿” or as “﻿spiritual,﻿” referring to the nature of the sword rather than its source. 
a. From the context we know that it is a spiritual weapon, to be used in our struggle against spiritual enemies. 
b. The same Greek phrase (tou pneumatos) is translated “﻿spiritual﻿” in ﻿Ephesians 1:3﻿ and ﻿5:19﻿. 
c. Although this meaning is perfectly consistent with the context of ﻿6:10–17﻿, the preferred rendering is as a genitive of origin, of the Spirit, indicating the Holy Spirit as the origin of the sword. 
d. As the Spirit of truth (﻿John 14:17﻿), the Holy Spirit is the believer’s resident truth Teacher, who teaches us all things and brings God’s Word to our remembrance (﻿v.﻿ ﻿26﻿).

· The emphasis of the present passage is on how believers are to use the sword of the Spirit. 
a. It is not a physical weapon designed by human minds or forged by human hands (as noted in ﻿2 Cor. 10:3–5﻿) but the perfect spiritual weapon of divine origin and power. 
b. lake the shield of faith and the helmet of salvation, it is always to be at hand, ready to be taken up (vv. ﻿16a﻿ and ﻿17a﻿) and used when a battle begins.

· Paul explicitly states that the sword of the Spirit is Scripture, the word of God. 
a. The Scottish pastor and writer Thomas Guthrie said, “﻿The Bible is an armory of heavenly weapons, a laboratory of infallible medicines, a mine of exhaustless wealth. It is a guidebook for every road, a chart for every sea, a medicine for every malady, and a balm for every wound. Rob us of our Bible and our sky has lost its sun.﻿”

1. From an unknown source comes this tribute to Scripture:

There are words written by kings, by emperors, by princes, by poets, by sages, by philosophers, by fishermen, by statesmen, by men learned in the wisdom of Egypt, educated in the schools of Babylon, and trained at the feet of rabbis in Jerusalem. It was written by men in exile, in the desert, in shepherd’s tents, in green pastures, and beside still waters. Among its authors we find a tax–gatherer, a herdsman, a gatherer of sycamore fruit. We find poor men, rich men, statesmen, preachers, captains, legislators, judges, and exiles. The Bible is a library full of history, genealogy, ethnology, law, ethics, prophecy, poetry, eloquence, medicine, sanitary science, political economy, and the perfect rules for personal and social life. And behind every word is the divine author, God Himself.

2. Of the divine authorship of Scripture John Wesley said, 
“﻿The Bible must have been written by God or good men or bad men or good angels or bad angels. But bad men and bad angels would not write it because it condemns bad men and bad angels. And good men and good angels would not deceive by lying about its authority and claiming that God wrote it. And so the Bible must have been written as it claims to have been written—by God who by His Holy Spirit inspired men to record His words using the human instrument to communicate His truth.﻿”

3. Scripture teaches many truths about itself. 
a. First, and most importantly, it claims God as its author. 
i. “﻿All Scripture is inspired by God,﻿” Paul declared (﻿2 Tim. 3:16﻿). 
ii. “﻿Know this first of all,﻿” Peter said, “﻿that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God﻿” (﻿2 Pet. 1:20–21﻿).

4. The Bible also claims that it is inerrant and infallible, containing no errors or mistakes. It is flawless, faultless, and without blemish. 
a. As God’s own Word it could not be otherwise. David tells us that “﻿the law of the Lord is perfect … the testimony of the Lord is sure … the precepts of the Lord are right … the commandment of the Lord is pure﻿” (﻿Ps. 19:7–8﻿). 
b. The proverb writer tells us, “﻿Every word of God is tested; … Do not add to His words lest He reprove you, and you be proved a liar﻿” (﻿Prov. 30:5–6﻿).

5. The Bible claims that it is complete. 
a. Echoing the words of Proverbs just quoted, as well as those of ﻿Deuteronomy 4:2﻿ and ﻿12:32﻿, John said at the close of the last book of the Bible, “﻿I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book﻿” (﻿Rev. 22:18–19﻿).

6. The Bible claims to be authoritative. 
a. Isaiah declared, “﻿Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; for the Lord speaks﻿” (﻿Isa. 1:2﻿). 
b. It claims to be sufficient for our needs. “﻿All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work﻿” (﻿2 Tim. 3:16–17﻿).

7. The Bible claims to be effective. 
a. When its truths are proclaimed and applied, things happen. “﻿So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it﻿” (﻿Isa. 55:11﻿).

8. The Bible also claims to be determinative. 
a. What a person does with God’s Word evidences his relationship to God Himself. “﻿He who is of God,﻿” Jesus said, “﻿hears the words of God﻿” (﻿John 8:47﻿). 
b. Those who listen to God’s Word and heed it give evidence that they belong to God, and those who deny and contradict His Word give evidence that they do not belong to Him.

9. As the sword of the Spirit, the Bible offers limitless resources and blessings to the believer. 
a. First of all, it is the source of truth. “﻿Thy Word is truth,﻿” Jesus said to His Father (﻿John 17:17﻿). 
i. People today look everywhere for answers to life, to try to find out what is worth believing and what is not. 
ii. The source of all truth about God and man, life and death, time and eternity, men and women, right and wrong, heaven and hell, damnation and salvation, is God’s own word.

b. The Bible is also a source of happiness. 
i. Speaking of God’s wisdom, the writer of Proverbs said, “﻿Blessed [or happy] is the man who listens to me﻿” (﻿Prov. 8:34﻿). 
ii. Jesus said, “﻿Blessed are those who hear the word of God, and observe it﻿” (﻿Luke 11:28﻿). 
iii. No person can be happier than when he discovers, accepts, and obeys God’s Word.

c. The Bible is the source of spiritual growth. 
i. “﻿Like newborn babes,﻿” Peter admonished, “﻿long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 2:2﻿).

d. It is the source of power, “﻿living and active and sharper than any two–edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit﻿” (﻿Heb. 4:12﻿); 
e. the source of guidance, “﻿a lamp to [our] feet, and a light to [our] path﻿” (﻿Ps. 119:105﻿); 
f. the source of comfort (﻿Rom. 15:4﻿); 
g. the source of perfection (﻿2 Tim. 3:16﻿). 
h. And the word of God is the source of victory over our great spiritual enemy, our most powerful weapon against Satan.

10. The sword of the Spirit is first of all a defensive weapon, capable of deflecting the blows of an opponent. 
a. It is the believer’s supreme weapon of defense against the onslaughts of Satan. 
b. Unlike the shield, however, which gives broad and general protection, the sword can deflect an attack only if it is handled precisely and skillfully. 
c. It must parry the enemy weapon exactly where the thrust is made. 
d. When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, His defense for each temptation was a passage of Scripture that precisely contradicted the devil’s word (﻿Matt. 4:4﻿, ﻿7﻿, ﻿10﻿). 
e. The Christian who does not know God’s Word well cannot use it well. Satan will invariably find out where we are ignorant or confused and attack us there. 
f. Scripture is not a broadsword (rhomphaia) to be waved indiscriminately, but a dagger to be used with great precision.

11. Christians who rely simply on their experience of salvation and their feelings to get them through are vulnerable to every sort of spiritual danger. 
a. They get into countless compromising situations and tall prey to innumerable false ideas and practices, simply because they are ignorant of the specific teachings of Scripture.

12. The term Paul uses here for word is not logos, which refers to general statements or messages, but is rhēma, which refers to individual words or particular statements. 
a. The apostle is therefore not talking here about general knowledge of Scripture, but is emphasizing again the precision that comes by knowledge and understanding of specific truths. 
b. Like Jesus did in the wilderness, we need to use specific scriptural truths to counter specific satanic falsehoods. 
c. That is why Paul counseled Timothy, “﻿Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth﻿” (﻿2 Tim. 2:15﻿). 
d. The faithful believers of Revelation 12 “﻿overcame him [the accuser] because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿11﻿).

13. The sword of the Spirit is also an offensive weapon, capable of inflicting blows as well as deflecting those of the enemy. 
a. Scripture is “﻿living and active and sharper than any two–edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do﻿” (﻿Heb. 4:12–13﻿). 
b. When the word of God is preached, it brings God’s judgment to bear on lives as it infallibly sifts the evidence of sin and guilt.

14. The word of God is so powerful it transforms men 
a. from the realm of falsehood to that of truth, 
b. from the realm of darkness to that of light, 
c. and from the realm of sin and death to that of righteousness and life. 
d. I t changes sadness into joy, despair into hope, 
e. stagnation into growth, 
f. childishness into maturity, 
g. and failure into success.

15. Every time God’s Word is used to lead a person to salvation it gives witness to its power to cut a swath through Satan’s dominion of darkness and bring the light of life to a lost soul.

a. Testifying to His Word in our family, among our friends, at work, at school, in the classroom or pulpit, or as we travel, uses the most powerful spiritual weapon in the universe, which no power of Satan can withstand.

b. For the very reason that God’s Word is so powerful and effective, that is where Satan’s greatest offensives are mounted. 
c. He will do anything and everything to undermine God’s Word and those who preach and teach it. 
d. As Jesus makes clear in the parable of the sower, Satan is quick to snatch God’s Word from a hearer’s heart before it has a chance to take root (﻿Matt. 13:19﻿). 
e. Many people gladly listen to the gospel, but before their decision is made, some intrusion distracts them and the effectiveness of the witness is lost, along with the soul of that hearer. In another person’s heart the word is accepted at first with joy, but when Satan sends “﻿affliction or persecution … because of the word, immediately he fails away﻿” (vv. ﻿20–21﻿). 
f. Many people seem to be genuine and faithful believers—until hardship, criticism, or persecution come. When the price for faithfulness becomes too high, they reveal that they never had true faith in the first place. 
g. Still another hearer also accepts the word in a superficial and temporary way, but as he trusts in his wealth the word is choked and “﻿it becomes unfruitful﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿22﻿). Because he wants the world, he forsakes the word.
h. But when the seed of God’s Word is “﻿sown on the good soil,﻿” the hearer understands it and “﻿indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿23﻿). It is here that the great offensive power of the sword of the Spirit is seen as it converts a soul from sin to salvation.

16. Offensively, as well as defensively, the use of God’s Word needs to be specific in order to be effective. ﻿
a. Romans 10:17﻿ is more accurately and clearly translated “﻿faith comes from hearing, and hearing comes by a word [rhēma, a particular word] of God﻿” 

b. It is not from just any part of Scripture that men come to faith, but from those parts that declare, the gospel. 
c. Saving faith does not come from believing just any truth of Scripture, but from believing that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world and trusting in His death to cleanse our own sins.

17. The Christian who misquotes and is confused about scriptural truths will not be a successful witness. 
a. The effective teacher, preacher, and witness must “﻿be ready in season and out of season﻿” (﻿2 Tim. 4:2﻿). 
b. The more we know and understand Scripture, the more we will be able to march through Satan’s strongholds and lead people from his kingdom to God’s.

18. No believer has excuse for not knowing and understanding God’s Word. 
a. Every believer has God’s own Holy Spirit within Him as his own divine teacher of God’s divine Word. 
b. Our only task is to submit to His instruction by studying the Word with sincerity and commitment.
c. We cannot plead ignorance or inability, only disinterest and neglect.

19. H. P. Barker gives a graphic illustration that points up the need for both knowing and applying the Bible’s truths.

As I looked out into the garden one day, I saw three things. First, I saw a butterfly. The butterfly was beautiful, and it would alight on a flower and then it would flutter to another flower and then to another, and only for a second or two it would sit and it would move on. It would touch as many lovely blossoms as it could, but derived absolutely no benefit from it. Then I watched a little longer out my window and there came a botanist. And the botanist had a big notebook under his arm and a great big magnifying glass. The botanist would lean over a certain flower and he would look for a long time and then he would write notes in his notebook. He was there for hours writing notes, closed them, stuck them under his arm, tucked his magnifying glass in his pocket and walked away. The third thing I noticed was a bee, just a little bee. But the bee would light on a flower and it would sink down deep into the flower and it would extract all the nectar and pollen that it could carry. It went in empty every time and came out full (A. Naismith, 1200 Notes, Quotes and Anecdotes [Chicago: Moody, 1962], ﻿p.﻿ 15.)

a. Some Christians, like that butterfly, flit from Bible study to Bible study, from sermon to sermon, and from commentary to commentary, while gaining little more than a nice feeling and some good ideas. 
b. Others, like the botanist, study Scripture carefully and take copious notes. They gain much information but little truth. 
c. Others, like the bee, go to the Bible to be taught by God and to grow in knowledge of Him. Also like the bee, they never go away empty.

20. D. Martyn Lloyd–Jones wrote of Martin Luther:

Luther was held in darkness by the devil, though he was a monk. He was trying to save himself by works. He was fasting, sweating, and praying; and yet he was miserable and unhappy, and in bondage. Superstitious Roman Catholic teaching held him captive. But he was delivered by the word of Scripture—“﻿the just shall live by faith.﻿” From that moment he began to understand this Word as he had never understood it before, and the better he understood it the more he saw the errors taught by Rome. He saw the error of her practice, and so became more intent on the reformation of the church. He proceeded to do all in terms of exposition of the Scriptures. The great doctors in the Roman church stood against him. He sometimes had to stand alone and meet them in close combat, and invariably he took his stand upon the Scripture. He maintained that the church is not above the Scriptures. The standard by which you judge even the church, he said, is the Scripture. And though he was one man, at first standing alone, he was able to fight the papal system and twelve centuries of tradition. He did so by taking up “﻿the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.﻿” (The Christian Soldier [Grand Rapids: Baker, 1977], ﻿p.﻿ 331.)

Closing: It was William Tyndale’s vow that every English plowman and every boy that pulled a plow would one day be able to read and understand the Scriptures, 
And to that end he devoted his life to translating it into the English language. It is essential for the Word of for the Word of God to be known, and loved, and practiced if we are to win the battle against Satan.
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