Feet Shod with the Gospel
and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (﻿6:15﻿)

Intro. - Today we have shoes for every conceivable type of activity. We have dress shoes, work shoes, leisure shoes. 

In athletics there are special shoes for every sport, sometimes several types for a given sport. 
· A tennis player might wear one type of shoe on a concrete court, another kind on clay, and still another on grass. 
· Likewise, football and baseball players wear different shoes to play on different surfaces.
· A soldier’s shoes are more important even than an athlete’s, because his very life could depend on them. 
· As he marches on rough, hot roads, climbs over jagged rocks, tramples over thorns, and wades through stream beds of jagged stones, his feet need much protection. 
· A soldier whose feet are blistered, cut, or swollen cannot fight well and often is not even be able to stand up—a perilous situation in battle. He cannot very well handle his sword or shield and cannot advance rapidly or even retreat.

In addition to being made tough and durable to protect his feet, the Roman soldier’s shoes, or boots, were usually impregnated with bits of metal or nails to give him greater traction as he climbed a slippery cliff and greater stability as he fought.

A Christian’s spiritual footwear is equally important in his warfare against the schemes of the devil. 
· If he has carefully girded his loins with truth and put on the breastplate of righteousness, but does not properly shod his feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace, he is destined to stumble, fall, and suffer many defeats.
· Hetoimasia (preparation) has the general meaning of readiness. 
· In ﻿Titus 3:1﻿ Paul uses the term to exhort believers “﻿to be ready for every good deed﻿” (emphasis added). 
· A good pair of boots allows the soldier to be ready to march, climb, fight, or do whatever else is necessary. Christ demands the same readiness of His people.
· Because Paul quoted ﻿Isaiah 52:7﻿ in the context of preaching the gospel (“﻿How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!﻿” ﻿Rom. 10:15﻿), many commentators also interpret ﻿Ephesians 6:15﻿ as a reference to preaching. 
· But in the Ephesians text Paul is not talking about preaching or teaching but about fighting spiritual battles. 
· And he is not talking about traveling about but standing firm (vv. ﻿11﻿, ﻿13﻿, ﻿14﻿). 
· His subject is not evangelizing the lost but fighting the devil.

1. In this passage the gospel of peace refers to the good news that believers are at peace with God. 
a. The unsaved person is helpless, ungodly, sinful, and an enemy of God (﻿Rom. 5:6–10﻿). 
b. The saved person, on the other hand, is reconciled to God through faith in His Son (vv. ﻿10–11﻿). 
c. As Paul had proclaimed a few verses earlier, “﻿We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ﻿” (﻿5:1﻿). 
d. “﻿And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,﻿” Paul explained to the Colossians, “﻿yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach﻿” (﻿1:21–22﻿).
e. So how does the gospel of peace aid us when waging war with Satan?
1. Peace of a quiet conscience (Rom. 8:33–35; three questions)

2. Peace of a restful mind (Phil. 4:7)

3. Peace of a surrendered will

4. Peace of a hopeful heart (Isaiah 50:7)
f. Long ago a man sought the perfect picture of peace. Not finding one that satisfied, he announced a contest to produce this masterpiece. 
i. The challenge stirred the imagination of artists everywhere, and paintings arrived from far and wide. 
ii. Finally the great day of revelation arrived. The judges uncovered one peaceful scene after another, while the viewers clapped and cheered. The tensions grew. 
iii. Only two pictures remained veiled. As a judge pulled the cover from one, a hush fell over the crowd. A mirror-smooth lake reflected lacy, green birches under the soft blush of the evening sky. Along the grassy shore, a flock of sheep grazed undisturbed. Surely this was the winner. 

iv. The man who had commissioned the contest uncovered the second painting himself, and the crowd gasped in surprise. 
v. Could this be peace? A tumultuous waterfall cascaded down a rocky precipice; its cold, penetrating spray covered most of the canvas. 
vi. Above stormy-gray clouds threatened to explode with lightning, wind and rain. 
vii. In the midst of the thundering noises and bitter chill, a small tree clung to the rocks at the edge of the falls. One of its branches reached out in front of the torrential waters . 
viii. Upon a branch in that tree a little bird had built a nest. Content and undisturbed in her stormy surroundings, she rested on her eggs. With her eyes closed and her wings ready to cover her little ones, she manifested peace that transcended the earthly turmoil.

2. The gospel of peace is the marvelous truth that in Christ we are now at peace with God and are one with Him. 
a. Therefore, when our feet are shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, we stand in the confidence of God’s love for us, His union with us, and His commitment to fight for us.
b. When Peter took out his sword as the soldiers came to arrest Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, he considered himself invincible, because he had just seen all the soldiers fall to the ground simply at Jesus’ words, “﻿I am He﻿” (﻿John 18:6﻿). 
c. As the children of Israel faced the great Midianite army that numbered some thirty–two thousand men, the Lord told Gideon, “﻿The people who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian into their hands, lest Israel become boastful, saying ‘﻿My own power has delivered me﻿’ ﻿” (﻿Judg. 7:2﻿). 
d. After Gideon had trimmed his own force down to but three hundred men, the Lord gave Israel an astounding victory without their using a single weapon (﻿v.﻿ ﻿22﻿). 
e. As Judah was about to be invaded by the powerful armies of Ammon and Moab, the Lord promised King Jehoshaphat, “﻿Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s﻿” (﻿2 Chron. 20:15﻿). As His people “﻿began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Self, who had come against Judah; so they were routed. For the sons of Ammon and Moab rose up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir destroying them completely, and when they had finished with the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. When Judah came to the lookout of the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and behold, they were corpses lying on the ground, and no one had escaped﻿” (vv. ﻿22–24﻿). 
f. As with Gideon’s band against Midian, the Lord won the victory without His people raising a weapon.

3. The believer who stands in the Lord’s power need not fear any enemy, even Satan himself When he comes to attack us, our feet are rooted firmly on the solid ground of the gospel of peace, through which God changed from our enemy to our defender. 
a. We who were once His enemies are now His children, and our heavenly Father offers us His full resources to “﻿be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might﻿” (﻿Eph. 6:10﻿). 
b. “﻿If God is for us, who is against us?﻿” Paul asks. 
c. “﻿But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord﻿” (﻿Rom. 8:31﻿, ﻿37–39﻿).

The Spirit–filled believer who is fully clad in God’s armor can sing confidently with John Newton,
Though many foes beset you round,

And feeble is your arm,

Your life is hid with Christ in God

Beyond the realm of harm.

Weak as you are you shall not fade,

Or fainting shall not die;

Jesus the strength of every saint

Will aid you from on high.

Though unperceived by mortal sense,

Faith sees Him always near,

A guide, a glory, a defense,

What have you to fear?

As surely as He overcame,

And triumphed once for you,

So surely you that love His name

Shall in Him triumph too.
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