1. Purifying Love  -   that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. (﻿5:26–27﻿)

a. For husbands to love their wives as Christ loves His church is to love them with a purifying love. 
i. Divine love does not simply condemn wrong in those loved but seeks to cleanse them from it. 
ii. Christ’s great love for His church does not allow Him to be content with any sin, any moral or spiritual impurity in it. 
iii. God tells His people, “﻿Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool﻿” (﻿Isa. 1:18﻿). 
iv. He casts the sins of His forgiven children “﻿into the depths of the sea﻿” (﻿Mic. 7:19﻿), and He forgives their iniquity and remembers their sin no more (﻿Jer. 31:34﻿).

b. A believer is forgiven every sin the moment he trusts in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
i. After that initial and full purification from sin, as Jesus explained to Peter as he washed his feet, periodic cleansing is still necessary. 
ii. “﻿He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you﻿” (﻿John 13:10﻿). 
iii. As we continue to confess our sins, Christ “﻿is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness﻿” (﻿1 John 1:9﻿). 
iv. The word is the agent of this sanctification (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Titus 3:5﻿), the objective of which is a blamelessness and holiness that makes us fit to be presented to Christ as His own beloved and eternal bride, to dwell in His glorious presence forever (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Rev. 21:1ff﻿.).

c. Love wants only the best for the one it loves, and it cannot bear for a loved one to be corrupted or misled by anything evil or harmful. 
i. When a husband’s love for his wife is like Christ’s love for His church, he will continually seek to help purify her from any sort of defilement. 
ii. He will seek to protect her from the world’s contamination and protect her holiness, virtue, and purity in every way. 
iii. He will never induce her to do that which is wrong or unwise or expose her to that which is less than good.

d. When a young man says he loves a young woman, but wants her to compromise her sexual purity before they are married, his love is the world’s lust, not God’s love; and it is selfish, not serving. 
i. That sort of love defiles rather than purifies. 
ii. A husband who flirts with his secretary or a neighbor woman gives his wife cause to feel rejected and lonely—and perhaps to begin flirting herself. 
iii. He not only jeopardizes his own moral purity, but his wife’s as well, and shares responsibility for any indiscretion or immorality in which she might be tempted to become involved.

e. In an immeasurably greater way Christ gave Himself up for the church, that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 
i. His cleansing of believers is not ceremonial and symbolic, but real and complete.
ii. The soteriological truth in this analogy is that saving grace makes believers holy through the cleansing agency of the Word of God, so that they may be presented to Christ as His pure Bride, forever to dwell in His love. 
iii. It is with that same purpose and in that same love that husbands are to cultivate the purity, righteousness, and sanctity of their wives.

2. Caring Love  -   So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of His body. (﻿5:28–30﻿)

a. For a husband’s love for his wife to be like Christ’s love for His Body, the church, it must also be affectionately caring—to the extent that he cares as much for her welfare as he does for the welfare of his own body.

b. Men and women have always been concerned about their bodies. But at no time in modern history have people more sinfully pampered, protected, nourished, and indulged the body as in our own day. The amount of money spent just to decorate, protect, enhance, comfort, and display the body is incalculable.

c. Because, as Christians, our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, we should be take proper care of them—giving them the right food, maintaining reasonable strength, getting enough rest, and so on. 
i. When our body is healthy we have a sense of well–being; and when a husband meets the needs of his wife—with the same care and concern with which he meets the needs of his own body—he will also have a sense of well–being and pleasure as a by–product of his love.

ii. The husband who loves his wife as Christ loves the church will no more do anything to harm her than he would to harm his own flesh. 
iii. His desire is to nourish and cherish her just as he nourishes and cherishes his own body—because that is how Christ also does the church.

iv. When she needs strength, he gives her strength. When she needs encouragement, he gives her that. And so with every other thing she needs. 
v. Just as God supplies “﻿all [our] needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus﻿” (﻿Phil. 4:19﻿), the loving husband seeks to supply all the needs of his wife. 
vi. The blessed marriage is the marriage in which the husband loves his wife with unlimited caring. Something is basically wrong if she is looked at only as a cook, housekeeper, occasional companion, and sex partner. 
vii. She is a God–given treasure to be loved, cared for, nourished, and cherished.

d. To nourish a wife is to provide for her needs, to give that which helps her grow and mature in favor with God and man. 
i. To cherish her is to use tender love and physical affection to give her warmth, comfort, protection, and security. 
ii. Those responsibilities are primarily the husband’s, not the wife’s. As Christ provides for His church, so the husband provides for his wife and family.

e. Christ provides for us as His church because we are members of His body. 
i. Not to provide for His church would be not to provide for Himself. He shares common life with His church, and we are members of His body, His flesh and bones, His present incarnation on earth. 
ii. Paul said, “﻿The one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 6:17﻿), and again, “﻿I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me﻿” (﻿Gal. 2:20﻿).

3. Unbreakable Love  -   For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. (﻿5:31﻿)

a. For a husband to love his wife as Christ loves His church he must love her with an unbreakable love. 
i. In this direct quotation from ﻿Genesis 2:24﻿ Paul emphasized the permanence as well as the unity of marriage. 
ii. God’s standard for marriage did not change from the time of Adam until the time of Paul, and it has not changed to this day.

b. One of the greatest barriers to successful marriage is the failure of one or both partners to leave … father and mother. 
i. In marriage, a new family is begun and the relationships of the former families are to be severed as far as authority and responsibilities are concerned. 
c. Parents are always to be loved and cared for, but they are no longer to control the lives of their children once they are married.

d. Proskollaō (cleave) literally means to be glued or cemented together. 
i. Husbands and wives are to leave their parents and to cleave to, be cemented to, each other. 
ii. They break one set of ties as they establish the other, and the second is more binding and permanent than the first.

iii. “﻿ ‘﻿I hate divorce,﻿’ says the Lord, the God of Israel﻿” (﻿Mal. 2:16﻿). 
iv. God has always hated divorce and He will continue to hate it, because it destroys that which He has ordained to be unbreakable. 
v. He hates divorce on any terms and for any reason. He will tolerate it in certain instances, and will forgive it, as He will forgive any other sin; but He will never change His hatred for it, just as He will never change His hatred for any other sin.

e. Husbands and wives are not to be quick to divorce each other because of wrongs their spouses have done, not even for unfaithfulness. 
i. Just as Christ does not separate Himself from believers who sin against Him, husbands and wives are not to separate themselves from their partners who sin against them. 
ii. As Christ is always forgiving of believers, husbands and wives should always be forgiving of each other.

f. Israel was repeatedly unfaithful to God, and that unfaithfulness is frequently referred to in the Old Testament as spiritual adultery. 
i. When God chose Israel to be His people, He determined to love them “﻿with an everlasting love﻿” (﻿Jer. 31:3﻿). 
ii. It was only after unrelenting spiritual adultery and rejection of Him that God finally gave Israel a divorce (﻿Jer. 3:8﻿). 
iii. But that was not to say He rejected the true believers within the nation, who were secure in His saving grace (see ﻿Mal. 3:16–18﻿).

g. That is the sort of bond God ordained for marriage. 
i. It is not everlasting as far as eternity is concerned, but it is lasting as far as the earthly lives of the husband and wife are concerned. 
ii. Though He has made provision for divorce in the cases of unrepentant and continued adultery (﻿Matt. 5:31–32﻿; ﻿19:4–10﻿) and the departure of an unbelieving spouse (﻿1 Cor. 7:15﻿), death is God’s only desired dissolution for marriage.

iii. Just as the body of Christ is indivisible, God’s ideal design for marriage is that it be indivisible. 
iv. As Christ is one with His church, husbands are one with their wives. Therefore when a husband harms his wife he harms himself. 
v. A husband who violates his marriage violates himself. A husband who destroys his marriage destroys a part of himself.

h. When a man and woman are joined in marriage, Jesus said, “﻿They are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate﻿” (﻿Matt. 19:6﻿). 
i. When the Pharisees asked, “﻿Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate and divorce her?﻿” Jesus replied, “﻿Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery﻿” (vv. ﻿7–9﻿).

ii. Jesus made clear that God, through Moses, only “﻿permitted﻿” divorce; He never “﻿commanded﻿” it, as Jewish leaders had claimed for hundreds of years. 
iii. The bill of divorcement was to protect the offended wife, who would then be allowed to marry again without becoming guilty of adultery. That is the only provision that either Moses or Jesus gives for divorce.

i. But it is not God’s will that even adultery break the marriage relationship, and that is the message of the book of Hosea. 
i. Hosea’s wife, Gomer, was unfaithful in the extreme, not only committing adultery but becoming a prostitute. 
ii. Yet God’s word to Hosea was to keep loving her and forgiving her. The more she sinned, the more he was to forgive—reflecting God’s gracious forgiveness of His sinning people. 
iii. Finally God restored the marriage of Hosea and Gomer, and He gave the promise to Israel, “﻿I will heal their apostasy, I will love them freely, for My anger has turned away from them. I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like the lily﻿” (﻿Hos. 14:4–5﻿). 
iv. That is the way God has always loved His people, the way Jesus Christ has always loved His church, and the way Christian husbands are always to love their wives. 
v. The Lord never puts us away. “﻿If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness﻿” (﻿1 John 1:9﻿).

j. When a husband sees faults and failures in his wife—even if she is as unfaithful and wanton as Gomer—he should realize that she has not offended him to a fraction of the degree to which he has offended God. 
i. God has immeasurably more for which to forgive us than we could ever have for which to forgive others. 
k. Peter admonished, “﻿You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 3:7﻿). 
i. Here we see at least three commands. 
ii. First, a husband is to be considerate of his wife. To treat your wife in an understanding way is to treat her with sensitivity and consideration. Over and over we hear wives saying—usually with justification—that their husbands do not understand them, are not sensitive to their feelings and their needs, and do not communicate with them. The fact that a husband may have many pressures and worries of his own is no excuse for his being insensitive to his wife, whom God commands him to love and care for as Christ loves and cares for the church.

iii. Second, Peter teaches that a husband is to be chivalrous to his wife as “﻿a weaker vessel.﻿” True chivalry is not simply a formality of polite society; it reflects the attitude men should have toward all women, particularly their own wives. A husband’s courtesy toward his wife not only pleases her but also God.

iv. Third, Peter tells husbands to honor their wives “﻿as a fellow heir of the grace of life.﻿” Husbands and wives should be the best of friends, not only in family matters and daily activities, but in spiritual things as well. A husband who is not considerate of his wife and who does not honor and respect her is defective in his spiritual life, and his prayers will “﻿be hindered.﻿”

v. The husband who gives his wife consideration, courtesy, and honor contributes to the beauty and strength of his marriage and gives an invaluable example and legacy to his children.

4. The Motive for Loving Your Wife
This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband. (﻿5:32–33﻿)

a. As Paul has pointed out in vv. ﻿23–29﻿, marriage is a picture of the church and its relationship to Christ. 
i. This mystery—this magnificent picture that men could never discover and that was unknown to the saints of the Old Covenant but is now revealed—is great. God’s new people, the church, are brought into His kingdom and His family through faith in Christ. 
ii. He is the Bridegroom and they are His bride (﻿Rev. 21:9﻿). 
iii. A husband’s greatest motive for loving, purifying, protecting, and caring for his wife is Christ’s love, purifying, protecting, and caring for His own bride, the church. Christian marriage is to be loving, holy, pure, self–sacrificing, and mutually submissive because those virtues characterize the relationship of Christ and the church.

b. The sacred relationship between Christian husbands and wives is inextricably related to the sacred relationship between Christ and His church. 
i. Because of this great sacredness, Paul said, Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband. 
ii. The use of nevertheless (plēn) is intended to end the discussion and emphasize what in it is most essential to remember.

c. When Christian husbands and wives walk in the power of the Spirit, yield to His Word and His control, and are mutually submissive, they are brought much happiness, their children are brought much blessing, and God is brought much honor.
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