	The Role and Priorities of the Wife


Ephesians 5:22-24 (AV 1873) 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands  in every thing. 
  
Intro. - Because so much of the church has long disregarded the full teaching of Scripture, many believers find some of its truths to be unfamiliar and even hard to accept. And because the church has been so engulfed in, identified with, and victimized by worldly standards, God’s standards seem out–of–date, irrelevant, and offensive to modern mentalities. His way is so high and so contrary to the way of the world that it is incomprehensible to many in and out of the church.

· Over and over the New Testament calls us to another dimension of existence, a new way of thinking, acting, and living. .

· To “﻿walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which [we] have been called … and [to] put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth﻿” (﻿Eph. 4:1﻿, ﻿24﻿) is to fulfill the high calling to which we are called in a completely new life in a completely new, Spirit–filled way.
· Few areas of modern living have been so distorted and corrupted by the devil and the world and caused the church so much confusion as those of marriage and the family. 
· It is these issues that Paul confronts in ﻿Ephesians 5:22—6:9﻿. He expands and clarifies the general principle of mutual submission (“﻿be subject to one another in the fear of Christ,﻿” ﻿v.﻿ ﻿21﻿) by giving several illustrations from the family, beginning with the relationship of husbands and wives. 
· As pointed out at the end of our discussion of ﻿verse 21﻿, Scripture makes clear that there are no spiritual or moral distinctions among Christians. “﻿There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus﻿” (﻿Gal. 3:28﻿). 
· There are no classifications of Christians. Every believer in Jesus Christ has exactly the same salvation, the same standing before God, the same divine nature and resources, and the same divine promises and inheritance (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Acts 10:34﻿; ﻿Rom. 2:11﻿; ﻿James 1:1–9﻿).
· But in matters of role and function God has made distinctions. Although there are no differences in intrinsic worth or basic spiritual privilege and rights among His people, 
· the Lord has given rulers in government certain authority over the people they rule, 
· to church leaders He has delegated authority over their congregations, 
· to husbands He has given authority over their wives, 
· to parents He has given authority over their children, and 
· to employers He has given authority over employees.
· In ﻿Ephesians 5:22–24﻿ Paul begins this list by outlining the role, duties, and priorities of the wife in relation to her husband’s authority. 
· First he deals with the basic matter of the submission, then with its manner, motive, and model.

· Having admonished believers to be wise by being controlled by the Holy Spirit, Paul now applied this to specific life-relationships. 
· It is relatively easy to exhibit a Spirit-filled life for one or two hours a week in church but it takes the work of the Holy Spirit to exhibit godliness not only on Sundays but also in everyday relationships between wives and husbands, children and parents, and slaves and masters. 
· In each of these three relationships the first partner is commanded to be submissive or obedient (5:22; 6:1, 5). But the second partner is also to show submissiveness by his care and concern for the first partner. 
· Both partners are to act toward one another as a service rendered to the Lord. 

1. The Matter of Submission
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, (﻿5:22a﻿)

a. Wives is not qualified, and therefore applies to every Christian wife, regardless of her social standing, education, intelligence, spiritual maturity or giftedness, age, experience, or any other consideration. 
i. Nor is it qualified by her husband’s intelligence, character, attitude, spiritual condition, or any other consideration. 
ii. Paul says categorically to all believing wives: be subject to your own husbands.
iii. As indicated by italics in most translations, be subject is not in the original text, but the meaning is carried over from ﻿verse 21﻿. The idea is: “﻿Be subject to one another in the fear of Christ [and, as a first example,] wives, … to your own husbands.﻿” 
iv. As explained in the previous chapter, hupotassō means to relinquish one’s rights, and the Greek middle voice (used in ﻿v.﻿ ﻿21﻿ and carried over by implication into ﻿v.﻿ ﻿22﻿) emphasizes the willing submitting of oneself God’s command is to those who are to submit. 
v. That is, the submission is to be a voluntary response to God’s will in giving up one’s independent rights to other believers in general and to ordained authority in particular—in this case the wife’s own husband.
vi. The wife is not commanded to obey (hupakouō) her husband, as children are to obey their parents and slaves their masters (﻿6:1﻿, ﻿5﻿). 
vii. A husband is not to treat his wife as a servant or as a child, but as an equal for whom God has given him care and responsibility for provision and protection, to be exercised in love. 
viii. She is not his to order about, responding to his every wish and command. As Paul proceeds to explain in considerable detail (vv. ﻿25–33﻿), the husband’s primary responsibility as head of the household is to love, provide, protect, and serve his wife and family—not to lord it over them according to his personal whims and desires.
b. Your own husband suggests the intimacy and mutuality of the wife’s submission. 
i. She willingly makes herself subject to the one she possesses as her own husband (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 Cor. 7:3–4﻿). 
ii. Husbands and wives are to have a mutual possessiveness as well as a mutual submissiveness. 
iii. They belong to each other in an absolute equality. The husband no more possesses his wife than she possesses him. 
iv. He has no superiority and she no inferiority, any more than one who has the gift of teaching is superior to one with the gift of helps. 
v. A careful reading of ﻿1 Corinthians 12:12–31﻿ will show that God has designed every person for a unique role in the Body of Christ, and the pervasive attitude governing all those roles and blending them together is “﻿the more excellent way﻿” of love (﻿ch.﻿ ﻿13﻿).

c. For the past several hundred years western society has been bombarded with the humanistic, egalitarian, sexless, classless philosophy that was the dominant force behind the French Revolution. 
i. The blurring and even total removal of all human distinctions continues to be masterminded by Satan so as to undermine legitimate, God–ordained authority in every realm of human activity—in government, the family, the school, and even in the church. 
ii. Sadly, much of the church has fallen prey to this humanistic philosophy and is now willing to recognize the ordination of homosexuals, women, and others whose God Word specifically disqualifies from church leadership. 
iii. It is usually argued that biblical teaching contrary to egalitarianism was inserted by biased editors, scribes, prophets, or apostles. And the church is reaping the whirlwind of confusion, disorder, immorality, and apostasy that such qualification of God’s Word always spawns. 
iv. Many Bible interpreters function on the basis of a hermeneutic that is guided by contemporary humanistic philosophy rather than the absolute authority of Scripture as God’s inerrant Word.

d. Peter taught exactly the same truth as Paul in regard to the relationship of husbands and wives. “﻿You wives, be submissive [also from hupotassō] to your own husbands﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 3:1a﻿). 
i. The idea is not that of subservience or servility, but of willingly functioning under the husband’s leadership. 
ii. Peter also emphasized the mutual possessiveness of husbands and wives, using the same words as Paul–“﻿your own husbands.﻿” 
iii. Wives are to submit even when their husbands “﻿are disobedient to the word, [that] they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior﻿” (vv. ﻿1b–2﻿). 
iv. Instead of nagging, criticizing, and preaching to her husband, a wife should simply set a godly example before him—showing him the power and beauty of the gospel through its effect in her own life. 
v. Humility, love, moral purity, kindness, and respect are the most powerful means a woman has for winning her husband to the Lord.

vi. When the wife’s primary concern is for those inward virtues, she will not be preoccupied with “﻿adornment [that is] merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses.﻿” Rather her concentration will be on “﻿the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 3:3–4﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 Tim. 2:9–10﻿).

vii. Modern society has elevated fashion almost to the point of idolatry. Clothing stores, newspaper and magazine advertising, and television commercials are like giant billboards that continually proclaim, “﻿We covet clothes.﻿” 
viii. Expensive, often ostentatious, jewelry for both men and women is becoming more and more prevalent as a means to flaunt material prosperity and glorify self. We are continually goaded to put our bodies and apparel on parade.

2. The Manner of Submission
as to the Lord. (﻿5:22b﻿)

a. The manner or attitude of submission is to be as to the Lord. Everything we do in obedience to the Lord should also be done first of all for His glory and to please Him. 
b. Those to whom we submit, whether in mutual submission or in response to their functional authority, will often not inspire respect. 
c. Sometimes they will be thoughtless, inconsiderate, abusive, and ungrateful. 
d. But the Spirit–filled believer—in this instance, the wife—submits anyway, because that is the Lord’s will and her submission is to Him. 
e. A wife who properly submits to her husband also submits to the Lord. And a wife who does not submit to her husband also does not submit to the Lord.

3. The Motive of Submission
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church, (﻿5:23a﻿)

a. The wife’s supreme motive for submitting to her husband is the fact that he is her functional head in the family, just as Christ also is the head of the church (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 Cor. 11:3﻿; ﻿Col. 1:18﻿; and see ﻿Eph. 1:22–23﻿). 
b. The head gives direction and the body responds. A physical body that does not respond to the direction of the head is crippled, paralyzed, or spastic. 
c. Likewise, a wife who does not properly respond to the direction of her husband manifests a serious spiritual dysfunction. 
d. On the other hand, a wife who willingly and lovingly responds to her husband’s leadership as to the Lord is an honor to her Lord, her husband, her family, her church, and herself. 
e. She is also a beautiful testimony to the Lord before in view of the world around her.

4. The Model of Submission
and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands  in every thing.  (﻿5:23b–24﻿)

a. The supreme and ultimate model of submission is Jesus Christ Himself, who performed the supreme act of submission by giving His own sinless life to save a sinful world. 
b. Christ is the Savior of the body, His church, for whom He died on the cross. He is the perfect Provider, Protector, and Head of His church, which is His body.
c. Jesus Christ is the divine role model for husbands, who should provide for, protect, preserve, love, and lead their wives and families as Christ cares for His church. 
d. Wives are no more to be co–providers, co–protectors, or co–leaders with their husbands than the church is have such joint roles with Jesus Christ. Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
e. To follow God’s plan for the family not only is pleasing to Him but is the only way to godlier, happier, and more secure homes. 
f. His plan is neither for the exaltation of man and suppression of woman nor the exaltation of woman and suppression of man, but for the perfection and fulfillment of both man and woman as He has ordained them to be. Such perfection and fulfillment is made possible by the filling of the Holy Spirit.
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