	The Necessary Foundation


And be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. (﻿5:21﻿)

This verse is a transition to Paul’s extensive discussion of relationships that continues through ﻿6:9﻿. The general principle of mutual submission, be subject to one another, not only is a product of the filling of the Spirit but is also the foundation of the more specific principles of authority and submission—in relation to husbands and wives, parents and children, and masters and slaves—with which the larger passage deals.

· Among the worst tragedies of our day is the progressive death of the family as it has been traditionally known. 
· Marital infidelity, exaltation of sexual sin, homosexuality, abortion, women’s liberation, delinquency, and the sexual revolution in general have all contributed to the family’s demise. 
· Each one is a strand in the cord that is rapidly strangling marriage and the family.
· Gays and lesbians are demanding the right to be married to each other, and many states as well as a growing number of church groups are recognizing that as a right. 
· Lesbian couples, and even some gay couples, are bringing together the children they have had by various lovers of the opposite sex and calling the resulting group a family. 
· Many unmarried women elect to keep and raise children to whom they have given birth. In such situations single–parent families are becoming as much a matter of choice as of necessity.
· The new mentality about marriage is reflected in the belief of some sociologists and psychologists that marriage ought to radically change or be eliminated altogether—based on the argument that it is but a vestige of man’s primitive understanding of himself and of society. 
· Man “﻿come of age﻿” is presumed not to need the restrictions and boundaries that once seemed essential for productive, satisfying life.
· Without a proper basis of authority for relationships, people grope for meaningful, harmonious, fulfilling relationships by whatever means and arrangements they can find or devise. 
· Experimentation is their only resource! and disintegration of the family—and ultimately of society in general—is being disclosed as the inevitable consequence.

It is time for Christians to declare and live what the Bible has always declared and what the church has always taught until recent years: “﻿God’s standard for marriage and the family produces meaning, happiness, blessedness, reward, and fulfillment—and it is the only standard that can produce those results.﻿”

1. Yet confusion about God’s standard for marriage and the family has found its way even into the church. 
a. A generation ago only one in every five hundred couples in the church got a divorce. 
b. Today the divorce rate in the church is many times that figure and becoming worse, and the church must deal with the problem in its own midst before it can give effective counsel to the world.

c. Divorce within the church has become so common that one Virginia pastor devised a special service in which, after the husband anti wife state vows of mutual respect, God’s blessing is invoked on the dissolution of their marriage. 
d. Partly because of the tragedies they have seen in marriages, especially that of their own parents, many young adults opt for simply living together. 
e. When one or the other becomes tired of the arrangement, they break up and look for someone else. 
f. Whatever minimal commitment may be involved is superficial and temporary. 
g. Lust has replaced love, and selfishness rules instead of sacrifice.

2. Many marriages that manage to avoid divorce are nevertheless characterized by unfaithfulness, deceit, disrespect, distrust, self–centeredness, materialism, and a host of other sins that shatter harmony, prevent happiness, and devastate the children.

a. With increased divorce comes decreased interest in having children. 
b. Some authorities estimate that in perhaps a third of the couples of child–bearing age, one or both of the partners have been sterilized. 
c. A growing percentage of babies conceived even within marriage are aborted because they are unwanted.
d.  And many who are allowed to be born are neglected, resented, and abused by their parents. 
e. Couples who do have children are having them later in life, so that the children do not inhibit the parents’ plans for fun and fulfillment.

3. In New Testament times women were considered to be little more than servants. 
a. Many Jewish men prayed each morning: “﻿God, I thank you that I am not a Gentile, a slave, or a woman.﻿” 
b. The provision related to divorce and remarriage in ﻿Deuteronomy 24﻿ had been distorted to include virtually any offense or disfavor in the eyes of the husband. 
c. In Greek society the women’s situation was even worse. Because concubines were common and a wife’s role was simply to bear legitimate children and to keep house, Greek men had little reason to divorce their wives, and their wives had no recourse against them. 
d. Because divorce was so rare, there was not even a legal procedure for it. 
e. Demosthenes wrote, “﻿We have courtesans for the sake of pleasure, we have concubines for the sake of daily cohabitation, and we have wives for the purpose of having children legitimately and being faithful guardians for our household affairs?﻿”
f. In Roman society things were worse still. Marriage was little more than legalized prostitution, with divorce being an easy legal formality that could be taken advantage of as often as desired. 
4. Paul admonished believers in Ephesus to live in total contrast to the corrupt, vile, self–centered, and immoral standards of those around them. 
a. The relationship between husband and wife was to be modeled on that between Christ and His church. “﻿For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her﻿” (﻿5:23–25﻿). 
b. The relationship between Christian husbands and wives is to be holy and indissoluble, just as that between Christ and His church is holy and indissoluble. Christian marriages and families are to be radically different from those of the world. 
c. The relationships between husbands and wives and parents and children is to be so bathed in humility, love, and mutual submission that the authority of husbands and parents, though exercised when necessary, becomes almost invisible and the submission of wives and children is no more than acting in the spirit of gracious love.

d. Families are the building blocks of human society, and a society that does not protect the family undermines its very existence. 
e. When the family goes, everything else of value soon goes with it. When the cohesiveness, meaningfulness, and discipline of the family are lost, anarchy will flourish. 
f. And where anarchy flourishes, law, justice, and safety cannot. The family nourishes and binds society together, whereas the anarchy that results from its absence only depletes, disrupts, and destroys.
g. The unredeemed can benefit greatly from following God’s basic principles for the family, but the full power and potential of those principles can be understood and practiced by those who belong to Him by faith in His Son. 
h. Paul speaks to the Ephesians as fellow Christians, and apart from the divine life and resources that only Christians possess, the principles for marriage and the family that he gives in this letter are out of context and thus of limited benefit. 
i. The basic principle of being subject to one another finds its power and effectiveness only in the fear of Christ. 
i. The family can only be what God has designed it to be when the members of the family are what God has designed them to be—“﻿conformed to the image of His Son﻿” (﻿Rom. 8:29﻿). 
ii. Just as an individual can find fulfillment only in a right relationship with God, so the family can find complete fulfillment only as believing parents and children follow His design for the family in the control and power of the Holy Spirit (﻿Eph. 5:18b﻿).

j. Persons who do not know or even recognize the existence and authority of God are not motivated to accept God’s standard for marriage and the family or for anything else. They do not have the new nature or inner resources to fully follow those standards even if they wanted to.

k. Only those who have died to sin and are alive to God (﻿Rom. 6:4–6﻿), 
i. those who are servants of righteousness (﻿Rom. 6:16–22﻿), 
ii. those who are spiritually minded (﻿Rom. 8:5–8﻿), 
iii. those who are empowered by the Spirit (﻿Rom. 8:13﻿) will rejoice for the privilege of living in the Lord’s standard. 
iv. Reverencing and adoring Christ is the basis of such a spirit of submission.

5. Unfortunately, many persons who know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord do not maintain their living according to His moral, marital, and family laws. 
a. Because they are not at all times filled with His Spirit and fall to the level of the society around them, they are not sufficiently motivated or empowered to be obedient to their Lord in all things. 
b. They possess the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit does not possess them. 
c. Consequently, many Christian couples argue and fight worse than many unbelievers. 
d. Many families in false religions. for example, and even some unreligious families, are more disciplined and harmonious on the surface than some Christian families. 
e. A carnal believer will have discord in his family just as he has discord in his own heart and in his relation to God.

f. James said, “﻿What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?﻿” (﻿James 4:1﻿). 
i. Conflicts in the church, in the home, and in marriage always result from hearts that are directed by the self rather than by the Spirit of God. 
ii. When self insists on its own rights, opinions, and goals, harmony and peace are precluded. 
iii. The self–centered life is always in a battle for the top, and pushes others down as it climbs up in pride. 
iv. The Spirit–centered life, on the other hand, is directed toward lowliness, toward subservience, and it lifts others up as it descends in humility. 
v. The Spirit–filled believer does “﻿not merely look out for [his] own personal interests, but also for the interests of others﻿” (﻿Phil. 2:4﻿).

6. Be subject is from hupotassō, originally a military term meaning to arrange or rank under. 
a. Spirit–filled Christians rank themselves under one another. 
b. The main idea is that of relinquishing one’s rights to another person. 
c. Paul counseled the Corinthian believers to be in subjection to their faithful ministers “﻿and to everyone who helps in the work and labors﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 16:16﻿). 
d. Peter commands us to “﻿submit [ourselves] for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 2:13–15﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Rom. 13:1–7﻿). 
e. A nation cannot function without the authority of its rulers, soldiers, police, judges, and so on. 
f. Such people do not hold their authority because they are inherently better than everyone else but because without the appointment and exercise of orderly authority the nation would disintegrate in anarchy.

7. Likewise within the church we are to “﻿obey [our] leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over [our] souls, as those who will give an account﻿” (﻿Heb. 13:17﻿). 
a. God ordains that pastors and elders in the church be men.
b. “﻿Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness,﻿” 
c. Paul said. “﻿But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet﻿” (﻿1 Tim. 2:11–12﻿). 
d. Paul was not teaching from a personal bias of male chauvinism, as some claim, but was reinforcing God’s original plan of man’s headship. “﻿For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve,﻿” he explained. “﻿And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression. But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self–restraint﻿” (vv. ﻿13–15﻿).

e. The submissive role of the woman was designed by God in creation and affirmed by His judicial act in response to the Fall. 
f. Yet the balance of responsibility and blessing is found in the woman’s bearing of children. 
g. She is saved from seeking the role of a man and from identification as a second–class person by giving birth to children and being occupied with them, as well as by having the major influence on their early training and development. 
h. Women who have children and pursue a life of faith, love, holiness, and self–control give their best to their family, and thus to society. 
i. God has designed and called women to give birth to children, to nurse, caress, teach, comfort, and encourage them in their most formative years—in a way that fathers can never do. 
j. That should occupy their time and energy and preclude their seeking a place of leadership in the church.

k. When the church tries to operate apart from God’s system of authority it creates confusion and frequently heresy. 
l. When Mary Baker Eddy took to herself the role of church leader and preacher, Christian Science was born. 
m. When Madam Elena Petrovna Blavatsky assumed the role of theologian and spiritual teacher, Theosophy was born. 
n. When Mrs. Charles Fillmore took to herself the same prerogatives, Unity was born. 
o. When Aimee Semple McPherson began preaching, Foursquare pentecostalism was born.

8. As with leaders in government, it is not that church leaders are inherently superior to other Christians or that men are inherently superior to women, but that no institution—including the church—can function without a system of authority and submission.

a. In the home, the smallest unit of human society, the same principle applies. 
b. Even a small household cannot function if each member fully demands and expresses his own will and goes his own way. 
c. The system of authority God has ordained for the family is the headship of husbands over wives and of parents over children.

d. But in addition to those necessary social functional relationships of authority and submission, God commands all Christians—leaders as well as followers, husbands as well as wives, parents as well as children—to “﻿have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond–servant, and … humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross﻿” (﻿Phil. 2:5–8﻿).

e. As Paul went on to explain (﻿Eph. 5:22﻿–﻿6:9﻿), the structural function of the family, like that of the church and of government, requires both authority and submission. 
f. But in all interpersonal relationships there is only to be mutual submission. Submission is a general spiritual attitude that is to be true of every believer in all relationships.

g. Even the authority–subject relationships in the church and home are to be controlled by love and modified by mutual submission. 
h. Wives have traditionally received the brunt of ﻿Ephesians 5:22–33﻿, although the greater part of the passage deals with the husband’s attitude toward and responsibilities for his wife. 
i. Paul devoted twice as much space to the husband’s obligations as to the wife’s. The husband not only is “﻿head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿23﻿) but husbands are commanded to “﻿love [their] wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿25﻿). “﻿Husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies, … even as [themselves]﻿” (vv. ﻿28﻿, ﻿33﻿). 
j. Christ’s giving His life for the church was an act of divine submission of the Lord to His bride, that He might cleanse, glorify, and purify her “﻿that she should be holy and blameless﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿27﻿).

9. Likewise in the home, not only are children to “﻿obey [their] parents in the Lord,﻿” but fathers are not to “﻿provoke [their] children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord﻿” (﻿6:1﻿, ﻿4﻿). 
a. Even while exercising authority over their children, parents are to submit to the children’s moral and spiritual welfare. 
b. In love, husbands are to submit themselves to meeting the needs of their wives, and together they both are called to give themselves in love to their children.

10. In New Testament times, slaves were often an integral part of the household, and Paul’s admonition to masters and slaves essentially dealt with family relationships.
a.  The husband and wife were masters of the household, of which the slaves and hired servants were an integral part. 
b. Here, too, Paul made clear not only that Christian slaves were to “﻿be obedient to those who are [their] masters according to the flesh﻿” and do good things for them (﻿6:5﻿, ﻿8﻿), but that masters were likewise to do good things for their slaves “﻿and give up threatening, knowing that both [the slave’s] Master and [their own] is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿9﻿).

c. Every obedient, Spirit–filled Christian is a submitting Christian. 
d. The husband who demands his wife’s submission to him but does not recognize his own obligation to submit to her distorts God’s standard for the marriage relationship and cannot rightly function as a godly husband. 
e. Parents who demand obedience from their children but do not recognize their own obligation to submit in loving sacrifice to meet their children’s needs are themselves disobedient to their heavenly Father and cannot rightly function as godly parents.

11. In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul made clear that the physical relationships and obligations of marriage are not one–sided. “﻿Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife,﻿” he says, “﻿and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does﻿” (vv. ﻿3–4﻿). 
a. Although God ordains husbands as heads over their wives, and parents as heads over their children, He also ordains a mutuality of submission and responsibility among all members of the family.

b. Although Christ was in the beginning with God and was God (﻿John 1:1﻿), was one with the Father (﻿10:30﻿), and was in the Father as the Father was in Him (﻿14:11﻿), He was nevertheless subject to the Father. 
c. From childhood Jesus devoted Himself to His Father’s work (﻿Luke 2:49﻿), submitted Himself to His Father’s will (﻿John 5:30﻿; ﻿15:10﻿; ﻿20:21﻿), and could do nothing apart from His Father (﻿John 5:19﻿). 
d. In explaining God’s order of relationships, Paul says, “﻿Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 11:3﻿). 
e. Just as the Son is submissive to the Father in function but equal to Him in nature and essence, wives are to be submissive to their husbands, while being completely equal to them in moral and spiritual nature.

12. All believers are spiritual equals in every sense.  We submit to one another as the Holy Spirit influences us to do so.

cf. confer (Lat.), compare
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