The Command to Be Filled With the Spirit

Intro. Commands such as this one remind us of the fact that believers are subject to divine authority and are called to obedience as the most basic element of Christian living. 
· In some Christian circles, the manner of living, and even the actual teaching, reflects the notion that just being in the kingdom is all that really matters. 
· Anything one might do in obedience to the Lord after that is considered to be simply a kind of spiritual “﻿extra credit.﻿” 
· Some would say that in Christ there is safety from hell, and that even if all works are burned up and no rewards are given, one will still go to heaven. Even the most obscure corner of heaven will still be heaven, it is argued, and all believers will live there in eternal bliss.
· That sort of thinking is totally out of harmony with the teaching of the New Testament. It comes from spiritual hardness of heart and tends to produce a life that is careless and indifferent, and often immoral and idolatrous. 
· The person with such an unscriptural attitude toward the things of God is either walking in direct opposition to the Spirit or else does not possess the Spirit at all—in which case he is not a Christian. 
· To resist the filling and control of the Holy Spirit is flagrant disobedience, and to deny or minimize its importance is to stand rebelliously against the clear teaching of God’s own Word. 
· Every Christian falls short of God’s standards and will sometimes fall into sin and indifference. But he cannot be continually content in such a state, because the experience of sin and indifference will be in a constant struggle with his new nature (see ﻿Rom. 7:14–25﻿). He knows they cannot be justified or in any way reconciled with God’s will.

1. The Terms

A. As we learn from Paul’s dealing with the Christians at Corinth, it is possible that for a time a believer may become and even remain carnal, or fleshly, to some extent (﻿1 Cor. 3:1﻿), but that will never be a true believer’s basic orientation. 
B. The terms carnal or fleshly are most often used in the New Testament of unbelievers. 
i. “﻿The mind set on the flesh is death,﻿” Paul said, “﻿but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so﻿” (﻿Rom. 8:6–7﻿). 
ii. A person whose mind is regularly set on the things of the flesh cannot be a Christian, because a Christian is “﻿not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwell-s in [him]﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿9﻿). 
iii. A professed Christian who continually longs for the things of the world and the flesh needs to examine his heart carefully to see whether his carnality is that described in ﻿1 Corinthians 3:1–3﻿ or in ﻿Romans 8:6–8﻿ (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 John 2:15–17﻿; ﻿James 4:4﻿).

iv. Although every Christian is indwelt, baptized, and sealed by the Spirit, unless he is also filled with the Spirit, he will live in spiritual weakness, retardation, frustration and defeat.

C. The continuous aspect of being filled (“﻿be being kept filled﻿”) involves day–by–day, moment–by–moment submission to the Spirit’s control. 
i. The passive aspect indicates that it is not something we do but that we allow to be done in us. 
ii. The filling is entirely the work of the Spirit Himself, but He works only through our willing submission. 
iii. Plēroō connotes more than filling something up, as when someone pours water in a glass up the rim. 
1. The term was used in three additional senses that have great significance for Paul’s use of it here. 
2. First, it was often used of the wind filling a sail and thereby carrying the ship along. To be filled with the Spirit is to be moved along in our Christian life by God Himself, by the same dynamic by which the writers of Scripture were “﻿moved by the Holy Spirit﻿” (﻿2 Pet. 1:21﻿).
3. Second, plēroō carries the idea of permeation, and was used of salt’s permeating meat in order to flavor and preserve it. God wants His Holy Spirit to so permeate the lives of His children that everything they think, say, and do will reflect His divine presence.
4. Third, plēroō has the connotation of total control. The person who is filled with sorrow (see ﻿John 16:6﻿) is no longer under his own control but is totally under the control of that emotion. 
a. In the same way, someone who is filled with fear (﻿Luke 5:26﻿), anger (﻿Luke 6:11﻿), faith (﻿Acts 6:5﻿), or even Satan (﻿Acts 5:3﻿) is no longer under his own control but under the total control of that which dominates him. 
b. To be filled in this sense is to be totally dominated and controlled, and it is the most important sense for believers. 
2. The Examples

A. We see the controlling work of the Holy Spirit even in Jesus’ life while He ministered in the flesh. 
i. The Holy Spirit led Him “﻿into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil﻿” (﻿Matt. 4:1﻿). 
ii. We learn from the parallel passage in Luke that it was Jesus’ being “﻿full of the Holy Spirit﻿” that prepared Him to be “﻿led about by the Spirit in the wilderness﻿” (﻿4:1﻿). 
iii. The account in Mark uses an even stronger term, saying that “﻿the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness﻿” (﻿1:12﻿). 
iv. It was not that Jesus resisted or had to be coerced, because His greatest joy was to do His Father’s will (﻿John 4:34﻿), but that He submitted Himself entirely to the Spirit’s control. Because He was full of the Spirit He was controlled by the Spirit.

B. The Christian who is filled with the Holy Spirit can be compared to a glove. Until it is filled by a hand, a glove is powerless and useless. It is designed to do work, but it can do no work by itself. It works only as the hand controls and uses it. The glove’s only work is the hand’s work. It does not ask the hand to give it an assignment and then try to complete the assignment without the hand. Nor does it gloat or brag about what it is used to do, because it knows the hand deserves all the credit. A Christian can accomplish no more without being filled with the Holy Spirit than a glove can accomplish without being filled with a hand. Anything he manages to do is but wood, hay, and straw that amounts to nothing and will eventually be burned up (﻿1 Cor. 3:12–15﻿). Functioning in the flesh produces absolutely nothing of spiritual value.

C. When the church at Jerusalem wanted men to free the apostles for the more important work of prayer and ministering the Word, they chose men such as Stephen, who was “﻿full of faith and of the Holy Spirit﻿” (﻿Acts 6:4–5﻿). 
i. Because Stephen continued in the fullness of the Spirit, “﻿he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,﻿” even as he was about to be stoned to death (﻿Acts 7:55﻿). 
ii. Being filled with the Spirit detaches us from the desires, the standards, the objectives, the fears, and the very system of this world and gives us a vision of God that comes in no other way. Being filled with the Spirit makes everything else of secondary importance, and often of no importance at all.

D. Although Peter was first filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost along with all the other disciples, some while later he spoke to the assembled Jewish leaders in Jerusalem and it is again said that he was “﻿filled with the Holy Spirit﻿” (﻿Acts 4:8﻿).

E. Before God could use Saul, who later became Paul, as apostle to the Gentiles, He had Ananias lay his hands on Saul’s head and tell him, “﻿Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit﻿” (﻿Acts 9:17﻿). Without the yieldedness that allowed the filling of the Spirit, Paul would have been of no more use to the Lord than were the worldly members at Corinth among whom he would later minister.

F. When the church at Jerusalem needed a man to help with the ministry to Gentiles in Antioch, “﻿they sent Barnabas … for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit﻿” (﻿Acts 11:22﻿, ﻿24﻿). 
G. We read that Paul was “﻿filled with the Holy Spirit﻿” as he confronted the deceitful magician named Elymas (﻿Acts 13:9﻿), and that “﻿the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit﻿” while being ridiculed and persecuted (﻿13:52﻿).

H. The concern we often hear about recapturing the dedication, zeal, love, and power of the early church is commendable. 
i. But we cannot have the early church’s spiritual power simply by trying to copy its methods of operation. 
ii. We can experience those believers’ spiritual power only when we are surrendered to the Holy Spirit’s control as they were. 
iii. It was not their methodology but their Spirit–filled lives that empowered believers to turn the world upside down in the first century (﻿Acts 17:6﻿).

3. The Means of Being Filled
A. God commands nothing for which He does not provide the means to obey. And if God commands something of us, we do not need to pray for it, because it is obviously His will and intent for us to do it. It is God’s deepest desire that each of His children be filled with His Spirit. We only need to discover the resources He has provided to carry out that obedience.

i. To be filled with the Spirit involves confession of sin, surrender of will, intellect, body, time, talent, possessions, and desires. 
ii. It requires the death of selfishness and self–will. When we die to self, the Lord fills with His Spirit. 
iii. The principle stated by John the Baptist applies to the Spirit as well as to Christ: “﻿He must increase, but I must decrease﻿” (﻿John 3:30﻿).

iv. Paul’s command to the Colossians, “﻿Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you,﻿” was followed by a series of subsequent and dependent commands (﻿Col. 3:16–25﻿) that exactly paralleled those Paul gave in ﻿Ephesians 5:19–33﻿ as being results of the filling of the Spirit. 
v. In both cases we see that singing, giving thanks, and submissiveness follow being filled with the Spirit and letting the word of Christ dwell in us. 
vi. It is therefore easy to conclude that the filling of the Spirit is not an esoteric, mystical experience bestowed on the spiritual elite through some secret formula or other such means. It is simply taking the Word of Christ (Scripture) and letting it indwell and infuse every part of our being. 
vii. To be filled with God’s Spirit is to be filled with His Word. And as we are filled with God’s Word, it controls our thinking and action, and we thereby come more and more under the Spirit’s control. 
viii. As Charles Spurgeon said, the Christian’s blood should be “﻿bibline,﻿” bleeding Scripture wherever he may be pricked or cut.

B. Peter’s strength lay in his always seeking to be near Jesus. When Jesus walked down a road, Peter was with Him. When He went up to the mountain or out in a boat, Peter went with Him. Peter got into trouble only when he got away from His Lord. When he stayed near the Lord, he did the miraculous, said the miraculous, and had miraculous courage.

i. When Peter saw Jesus standing on the water some distance from the boat, he stepped out on the water himself when Jesus said, “﻿Come!﻿” and found himself walking on the water just like the Lord—until his attention turned from Jesus to himself and his circumstances (﻿Matt. 14:27–31﻿). 
ii. On another occasion, when Jesus asked His disciples, “﻿But who do you say that I am?﻿” Peter immediately “﻿answered and said, ‘﻿Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.﻿’ And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘﻿Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven﻿’ ﻿” (﻿Matt. 16:15–17﻿). 
iii. Because his mind and spirit were centered on Christ, Peter was used by God to make that great testimony to Jesus’ messiahship and divine sonship. A short while later, however, Peter pitted his own understanding against the Lord’s, and discovered that he then spoke for Satan rather than for God (﻿16:22–23﻿).
iv. When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, they drew back and fell to the ground when Jesus identified Himself as the One they were seeking. Perhaps taking courage from that reaction, Peter took out his sword and cut off the right ear of Malchus, a slave of the high priest, and probably would have continued fighting to the death had not Jesus restrained him (﻿John 18:3–11﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Luke 22:47–51﻿). When he was near the Lord, he feared no one. But when a short while later he found himself separated from the Lord, he did not have the courage even to admit knowing Jesus (﻿John 18:15–27﻿).

v. After the ascended Lord sent His Holy Spirit to indwell and fill His disciples as He had promised, Peter found himself again able to say and do the miraculous and to have miraculous courage. 
1. He had the courage to fearlessly proclaim His risen Lord in the place where, a few months earlier, He had been arrested, beaten, and crucified—and found his message miraculously empowered and blessed, with some three thousand coming to salvation from that one sermon (﻿Acts 2:14–41﻿).
2.  When the lame man near the Temple asked Peter and John for alms, Peter replied, “﻿ ‘﻿I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!﻿’ And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened﻿” (﻿Acts 3:1–7﻿). 
3. When he was arrested by the Sanhedrin and questioned about the healing, Peter was “﻿filled with the Holy Spirit﻿” and proclaimed that he had healed by the power of Jesus Christ, whom they had crucified. Because they could not deny the miracle and were afraid of the many people who glorified God because of it, the Jewish leaders simply commanded Peter and John to no longer preach in Jesus’ name. Peter responded, “﻿Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard﻿” (﻿Acts 4:1–22﻿).

C. To be filled with the Spirit is to live in the consciousness of the personal presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, as if we were standing next to Him, and to let His mind dominate our life. 
i. It is to fill ourselves with God’s Word, so that His thoughts will be our thoughts, His standards our standards, His work our work, and His will our will. 
ii. As we yield to the truth of Christ, the Holy Spirit will lead us to say, do, and be what God wants us to say, do, and be. “﻿We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit﻿” (﻿2 Cor. 3:18﻿). Christ consciousness leads to Christ likeness.

D. Perhaps the best analogy of moment–by–moment yielding to the Holy Spirit’s control is the figure of walking, the figure Paul introduced in ﻿Ephesians 4:1﻿. Walking involves moving one step at a time, and can be done in no other way. 
i. Being filled with the Spirit is walking thought by thought, decision by decision, act by act under the Spirit’s control. The Spirit–filled life yields every step to the Spirit of God. “﻿Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please﻿” (﻿Gal. 5:16–17﻿). 
ii. Our flesh is the beachhead of sin, the yet unredeemed part of our humanness that is exposed to and inclined toward sin. Even as Christians, as new creatures in Christ, our spiritual and moral Achilles’ heel is the flesh, the remnant of the old self that seeks to drag us down from behavior consistent with our heavenly citizenship. 
iii. Paul spoke of it as “﻿a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members﻿” (﻿Rom. 7:23﻿). The only way to override that residual sinfulness, our evil desires, and the temptations of Satan is to function in the Spirit.

E. Not to be filled with the Spirit is to fall back into “﻿the deeds of the flesh … which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envyings, drunkenness, carousings, and things like these﻿” (﻿Gal. 5:19–21﻿). 
i. We do not have to consciously choose to do the deeds of the flesh. If we are not living under the control of God’s Word and Spirit, the deeds of the flesh are the only things we can do, because the flesh is the only resource we have in ourselves.

ii. The sole defense against the negative power of temptation, sin, and Satan is the positive power of the Holy Spirit. We have no power over those evils, and to try to combat them in our own strength is to try to walk on water by our own power. We win spiritual victories only when God’s Holy Spirit does battle for us.
iii. But when we surrender to the control of God’s Spirit, we find Him producing amazing things in us, things which are entirely of His doing. 
iv. Paul calls these marvelous blessings the fruit of the Spirit, and they are: “﻿love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self–control﻿” (﻿Gal. 5:22–23﻿). 
v. The person who is Spirit–controlled and who bears the Spirit’s fruit is the person who belongs to Christ and who has “﻿crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit,﻿” Paul continued, “﻿let us also walk by the Spirit﻿” (﻿Gal. 5:24–25﻿). 
vi. To walk in the Spirit is to fulfill the ultimate potential and capacity of our life on earth as God’s children.
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