The Plea

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, (﻿5:1–2a﻿)

Intro. The walk of the believer is a key matter to Paul. 
· He has introduced the fact that ours is to be a worthy walk (﻿4:1﻿) 
· and a walk different from the world’s (﻿4:17﻿). 
· He will also call for a walk in light (﻿5:8﻿) 
· and a walk in wisdom (﻿5:15﻿). 
· In this verse the apostle pleads with believers to walk in such a way that daily life is characterized by love. 

· Growing in love is a continuing need for every believer, since love fulfills all of God’s law (﻿Rom. 13:8–10﻿). 
· As we grow in love we also see the need to be even more loving. And since biblically defined love is so contrary to the flesh, we are always in need of reminders and encouragement to love.

1. “Be ye”  - The imperative mood corresponds to the English imperative, and expresses a command to the hearer to perform a certain action by the order and authority of the one commanding. This is not a suggestion, invitation or request,” but an absolute command requiring full obedience on the part of all hearers.

2. “Therefore” refers back to the last part of chapter 4, especially ﻿verse 32﻿. 
a. Kindness, tender–heartedness, and forgiveness are characteristics of God, who is love. 
b. God Himself is infinitely kind, tender–hearted, and forgiving, and we achieve those virtues by imitating their Source.

3. “Followers” - Mimētēs (imitator) is the term from which we get mimic, someone who copies specific characteristics of another person. 
a. As imitators of God, Christians are to imitate God’s characteristics, and above all His love. 
b. The whole of the Christian life is the reproduction of godliness as seen in the person of Christ. 
c. The Gentiles who formerly walked on a very low plane are now lifted to the high level of love. They are now called “dear children”. 
d. The plane of love to which they are commanded to imitate is the same kind of love which Christ exhibited when He loved us enough to give Himself as an offering and a sacrifice for us.
e. God’s purpose in salvation is to redeem men from sin and to conform them “﻿to the image of His Son﻿” (﻿Rom. 8:29﻿). 
f. To be conformed to Christ is to become perfect, just as God is perfect (﻿Matt. 5:48﻿). 
g. “﻿As obedient children,﻿” Peter tells us, “﻿do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘﻿You shall be holy, for I am holy﻿’ ﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 1:14–16﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Lev. 11:44﻿). 
h. The great hope of believers is, “﻿We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is﻿” (﻿1 John 3:2﻿). Imitating His love is possible because “﻿the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us﻿” (﻿Rom.5:5﻿).

i. When Alexander the Great discovered a coward in his army who also was named Alexander, he told the soldier, “﻿Renounce your cowardice or renounce your name.﻿” 
j. Those who carry God’s name are to be imitator’s of His character. By His grace it is possible to reflect Him even in our present limitations.
k. To know what God is like we must study His Word, His revelation of Himself, His great Self–disclosure. 
l. Yet the more we learn of God’s character the more we learn how far above us He is and how impossible in ourselves it is fulfill the command to be like Him, to be absolutely perfect, just as He is. 
m. That is why we need “﻿to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man﻿” in order to “﻿be filled up to all the fulness of God﻿” (﻿Eph. 3:16﻿, ﻿19﻿). 
n. The only way we can become imitators of God is for the Lord Jesus Christ to live His perfect life through us. We are totally dependent on His Spirit to become like Him. 
o. If we are to obey Paul’s admonition to the Corinthians, “﻿let all that you do be done in love﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 16:14﻿), we must submit to the controlling influence of the Spirit.

4. It is natural for children to be like their parents. 
a. They have their parents’ nature and they instinctively imitate their parents’ actions and behavior. 
b. Through Jesus Christ God has given us the right to become His children (﻿John 1:12﻿; ﻿Gal. 3:26﻿).
c.  As Paul declared at the beginning of this letter, God “﻿predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will﻿” (﻿Eph. 1:5﻿). 
d. Because our heavenly Father is holy, we are to be holy. Because He is kind, we are to be kind. Because He is forgiving, we are to be forgiving. Because God in Christ humbled Himself, we are to humble ourselves. Because God is love, as His beloved children we are to walk in love. 
e. This ability is not natural, however, but supernatural—requiring a new nature and the continuous power of the Holy Spirit flowing through us by obedience to God’s Word.

5. The greatest evidence of love is undeserved forgiveness. 
a. The supreme act of God’s love was to give “﻿His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life﻿” (﻿John 3:16﻿). 
b. God’s love brought man’s forgiveness. God loved the world with such a great love that He offered forgiveness to sinful, rebellious, wretched, vile mankind, by sending His own Son to give His life on the cross that they might not suffer death. 
c. He offered the world the free gift of eternal fellowship with Him.
d. Because forgiveness is the supreme evidence of God’s love, it will also be the most convincing proof of our love. 
e. Love will always lead us to forgive others just as love led God in Christ to forgive us (﻿Eph. 4:32﻿). 
f. Nothing more clearly discloses a hard, loveless heart than lack of forgiveness. Lack of forgiveness betrays lack of love (see ﻿4:31﻿). 
g. The presence of forgiveness always proves the presence of love, because only love has the motive and power to forgive. 
6. The extent of our love is the extent of our ability to forgive.

a. Whatever another believer may do against us, no matter how terrible or destructive or unjustified, Christ has paid the penalty for that sin. 
b. No matter how others may hurt, slander, persecute, or in any way harm us, Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient to pay their penalty. 
c. When a Christian expresses, or even harbors, vengeance toward a brother, he not only sins by allowing selfish hatred to control him but he sins by profaning Christ’s sacrifice—by seeking to mete out punishment for a sin whose penalty has already been paid by his Lord.
d. Because Christ has paid the penalty for every sin, we have no right to hold any sin against any person, even a nonbeliever. 
e. Peter thought that forgiving someone “﻿up to seven times﻿” was generous. 
f. But Jesus said, “﻿I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven﻿” (﻿Matt. 18:22﻿). 
g. In Christ all our “﻿sins are forgiven for His name’s sake﻿” (﻿1 John 2:12﻿); 
h. He has “﻿forgiven us all our transgressions﻿” (﻿Col. 2:13﻿, emphasis added). 
i. “﻿In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace﻿” (﻿Eph. 1:7﻿).

7. Just as the depth of God’s love is shown by how much He has forgiven, the depth of our love is shown by how much we forgive. 
a. “﻿Above all,﻿” Peter says, “﻿keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 4:8﻿). 
b. The Greek word behind “﻿fervent﻿” refers to a muscle stretched to the limit. Our love is to stretch to the limit in order to cover “﻿a multitude of sins﻿” The greater our love the greater the multitude of sins it will cover in forgiveness.
c. The depth of our love is also shown by how much we know we have been forgiven. 
d. When Jesus was eating dinner with Simon the Pharisee, a prostitute came in to the house and anointed Jesus’ feet with her tears and with expensive perfume. Simon was incensed at what she did and was disappointed in Jesus for allowing such a woman to touch Him. Jesus responded by telling a parable: “﻿ ‘﻿A certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him more?﻿’ Simon answered and said, ‘﻿I suppose the one whom he forgave more.﻿’ And He said to him, ‘﻿You have judged correctly.﻿’ ﻿” After comparing the ways that Simon and the woman had treated Him, Jesus said, “﻿For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little﻿” (﻿Luke 7:36–47﻿).

e. Because Simon had no real sense of the enormity of the sin in his own life, and therefore sensed no need for forgiveness, he was unforgiving of others—especially those whom he considered moral and social outcasts. 
f. Unforgivingness is the measure of self–righteousness just as forgiveness is the measure of love. 
g. Our ability to love, and therefore to forgive, depends on our sense of how much God has forgiven us. 
h. Unforgivingness is also a measure of unbelief, because the person who feels no need for forgiveness feels no need for God.

Closing : Robert Falconer tells the story of his witnessing among destitute people in a certain city and of reading them the story of the woman who wiped Jesus’ feet with her tears. While he was reading he heard a loud sob and looked up at a young, thin girl whose face was disfigured by smallpox. After he spoke a few words of encouragement to her, she said, “﻿Will He ever come again, the One who forgave the woman? I have heard that He will come again. Will it be soon?﻿” “﻿He could come any time. But why do you ask?﻿” Falconer replied. After sobbing again uncontrollably, she said, “﻿Sir, can’t He wait a little while? My hair ain’t long enough yet to wipe His feet.﻿”

The person who sees the greatness of his own forgiveness by God’s love will himself in love be forgiving. He forgives in love because his heavenly Father has forgiven in love and he desires to be an imitator of His Father.

cf. confer (Lat.), compare
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