	                                                           The Lowly Walk


Ephesians 4:1-6 (KJV) I therefore, the prisoner of the Lorda, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
· When a person joins an organization, he obligates himself to live and act in accordance with the standards of the group. He accepts its aims, objectives, and standards as his own. 
· A citizen is obligated to abide by the laws of his country. 
· An employee is obligated to work according the rules, standards, and purposes of his company. 
· Members of service clubs obligate themselves to promote the goals of the club and to abide by its standards. 
· When someone joins an athletic team he is obligated to play as the coach orders and according to the rules of the sport. 
· Human society could not operate without such obligation.
We have a natural desire to be accepted and to belong, and many people will go to almost any lengths to qualify for acceptance in a fraternal order, social club, athletic team, or other group. 
· Sometimes in the church such loyalties to standards and fear of ostracism do not operate with the same force. Too many Christians are glad to have the spiritual security, blessings, and promises of the gospel but have too little sense of responsibility in conforming to its standards and obeying its commands.

· In the first three chapters of Ephesians Paul has set forth the believer’s position with all the blessings, honors, and privileges of being a child of God. In the next three chapters he gives the consequent obligations and requirements of being His child, in order to live out salvation in accordance with the Father’s will and to His glory. The first three chapters set forth truth about the believer’s identity in Christ, and the last three call for the practical response.

· When we received Christ as Savior we became citizens of His kingdom and members of His family. Along with those blessings and privileges we also received obligations. The Lord expects us to act like the new persons we have become in Jesus Christ. He expects His standards to become our standards, His purposes our purposes, His desires our desires, His nature our nature. The Christian life is simply the process of becoming what you are.

· God expects conformity within the church, the Body of Christ. It is not a forced legalistic conformity to external rules and regulations, but a willing inner conformity to the holiness, love, and will of our heavenly Father, who wants His children to honor Him as their Father. “﻿Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,﻿” Paul admonished the Philippians, “﻿so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel﻿” (﻿Phil. 1:27﻿).

· The therefore of ﻿Ephesians 4:1﻿ marks the transition from positional to practical truth, from doctrine to duty, principle to practice. Paul makes a similar transition in the book of Romans. After laying down eleven chapters of doctrine, he devotes the remainder of the book to urging Christians to live in accordance with that doctrine—to present their bodies as “﻿a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship﻿” (﻿12:1﻿). In Galatians Paul devotes the first four chapters to explaining Christian liberty and the last two chapters to exhorting Christians to live by that liberty. That sort of division is found in many of Paul’s epistles (see also ﻿Phil. 2:1–2﻿; ﻿Col. 3:5﻿; ﻿1 Thess. 4:1﻿). Right practice must always be based on right principle. It is impossible to have a Christian life–style without knowing the realities of the life that Christ has provided.

· Right doctrine is essential to right living. It is impossible to live a faithful Christian life without knowing biblical doctrine. Doctrine simply means teaching, and there is no way that even the most sincere believer can live a life pleasing to God without knowing what God Himself is like and knowing the sort of life God wants him to live. Those who set biblical theology aside also set aside sound Christian living.

· Church renewal does not come with new programs, buildings, organization, educational methods, or anything else external. 
· Church renewal comes first of all through the renewal of the mind. 
· Later in this letter Paul prays that the Ephesians would “﻿be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth﻿” (﻿4:23–24﻿). 
· It is only when in the spirit of their minds they grasp the righteousness and holiness of God’s truth that God’s people are renewed. At the beginning of this letter Paul prayed “﻿that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him﻿” (﻿1:17﻿). 
· Growing in grace, Peter tells us, is linked with growing in the “﻿knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ﻿” (﻿2 Pet. 3:18﻿). 
· Along with his ministry of proclaiming Christ, Paul also was “﻿admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ﻿” (﻿Col. 1:28﻿). 
· In his well–known words to Timothy, Paul declares that “﻿All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work﻿” (﻿2 Tim. 3:16–17﻿). It is impossible to do good works without knowledge of the Word of God.

· In ﻿Ephesians 4:1–6﻿ Paul appeals to believers to walk worthily of their high position in Jesus Christ. In describing that walk he discusses its call, its characteristics, and its cause.

1. The Call to the Worthy Walk - I therefore, the prisoner of the Lorda, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, (﻿4:1﻿)

a. Before giving his appeal, Paul once again refers to himself as the prisoner of the Lord (see ﻿3:1﻿). By mentioning his imprisonment he gently reminds his readers that he knows the worthy Christian walk can be costly and that he has paid considerable cost himself because of his obedience to the Lord. 
b. He would not ask them to walk in a way in which he had not himself walked or pay a price that he himself was not willing to pay. His present physical circumstance seemed extremely negative from a human perspective, but Paul wanted his readers to know that this did not change his commitment to or his confidence in the Lord.

c. The apostle was not seeking sympathy or using his Roman confinement as a means for shaming the Ephesians into compliance with his request. He was reminding them again of his own complete subservience to Christ, his being the prisoner of the Lord whether he was in jail or not. He became the Lord’s prisoner on the road to Damascus and never sought to be free of that divine imprisonment.

d. Paul had the ability to see everything in the light of how it affected Christ. He saw everything vertically before he Saw it horizontally. His motives were Christ’s, his standards were Christ’s, his objectives were Christ’s, his vision was Christ’s, his entire orientation was Christ’s. Everything he thought, planned, said, and did was in relation to his Lord. He was in the fullest sense a captive of the Lord, Jesus Christ.

e. Most of us will admit that we tend to be so self–oriented that we see many things first of all—and sometimes only—in relation to ourselves. But the person who has the Word of Christ abiding in him richly, the one who saturates his mind with divine wisdom and truth will ask, “﻿How does this affect God? How will it reflect on Him? What does he want me to do with this problem or this blessing? How can I most please and honor Him in this?﻿” He tries to see everything through God’s divine grid. That attitude is the basis and the mark of spiritual maturity. With David, the mature Christian can say, “﻿I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand﻿” (﻿Ps. 16:8﻿).

f. Paul made no apology for pleading with people to do what he knew was right. I … beseech you, he says. Parakaleō (beseech) means to call to one’s side, with the idea of wanting to help or be helped. It connotes intense feeling, strong desire. In this context it is not simply a request but a plea, an imploring or begging. Paul was not giving suggestions to the Ephesians but divine standards, standards apart from which they could not live in a way that fittingly corresponded to their being children of God. Paul never exhorted on a take–it–or–leave–it basis. He could not rest until all those given into his spiritual care walked in a manner worthy of the calling with which they had been called.

i. Paul pleaded with King Agrippa to listen to his testimony (﻿Acts 26:3﻿), 
ii. he strongly urged the Corinthians to reaffirm their love for a repentant brother (﻿2 Cor. 2:8﻿), 
iii. and pleaded with the Galatians to stand in the liberty of the gospel as he did (﻿Gal. 4:12﻿). 
iv. He pleaded out of an intense love for others, saved and unsaved. Of unsaved fellow Jews, he wrote, “﻿I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh﻿” (﻿Rom. 9:1–3﻿).

g. Christians should not resent a pastor’s entreating them in the faith as Paul did those to whom he ministered. 
i. A pastor who approaches his ministry with detachment or indifference is not worthy of his office. 
ii. Loving concern for the spiritual welfare of others is costly, and apart from God’s strength it is frustrating and demoralizing.

h. Surveys of pastors over the past decade or so have revealed widespread discouragement and even depression—what one writer described as battle fatigue. 
i. A large percentage of those interviewed said that the most depressing part of their ministry was the sense of never being through, of always having more to do, and of seeing much of their “﻿success﻿” turn out to be superficial and temporary. 
ii. They reported that there never seems to be enough time to prepare sermons as carefully as they should, to visit and counsel everyone who needs them, to attend all the meetings, or to accomplish the many other things expected of the pastor by his congregation and by himself. 
iii. His work is never done, and the more he cares the more he sees to do. Paul, who himself did the work of a pastor and was an apostle and an evangelist, spoke of believers in Galatia as, “﻿My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you﻿” (﻿Gal. 4:19﻿). He suffered perpetual birth pains from his great desire for the spiritual growth and maturity of those to whom he ministered.

iv. Not only pastors but every believer should have a loving concern to entreat, implore, beg, and plead with others to respond in obedience to the gospel. Like Paul, they should have a passion to entreat their fellow believers to walk in a manner worthy of their calling—to be everything the Lord desires of them.

i. Walk is frequently used in the New Testament to refer to daily conduct, day–by–day living, and it is the theme of the last three chapters of Ephesians. 
i. In the first sixteen verses of ﻿chapter 4﻿, Paul emphasizes the unity and in the rest of the chapter the uniqueness of the Christian walk. 
ii. In chapters 5 and 6 he stresses the moral purity, the wisdom, the Spirit control, the family manifestations, and the warfare of the Christian walk.

j. Axios (worthy) has the root meaning of balancing the scales—what is on one side of the scale should be equal in weight to what is on the other side. By extension, the word came to be applied to anything that was expected to correspond to something else. 
i. A person worthy of his pay was one whose day’s work corresponded to his day’s wages. 
ii. The believer who walks in a manner worthy of the calling with which he has been called is one whose daily living corresponds to his high position as a child of God and fellow heir with Jesus Christ. His practical living matches his spiritual position.

k. The calling with which you have been called is the sovereign, saving calling of God (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 Thess. 2:12﻿). 
i. “﻿No one can come to Me,﻿” Jesus said, “﻿unless the Father who sent Me draws him﻿” (﻿John 6:44﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿v.﻿ ﻿65﻿). 
ii. On another occasion, He said, “﻿And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself﻿” (﻿John 12:32﻿). 
iii. Paul tells us that those whom God “﻿predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified﻿” (﻿Rom. 8:30﻿). As the apostle mentioned in the opening of this letter, “﻿He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him﻿” (﻿Eph. 1:4﻿). 
iv. No person can be saved apart from receiving Jesus Christ as his Savior. But no person can choose Christ who has not already been chosen by the Father and the Son. “﻿You did not choose Me,﻿” Jesus explained to the disciples, “﻿but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain﻿” (﻿John 15:16﻿).

l. Paul makes many references to the believer’s calling (klēsis), which, as in this case, refers to the Lord’s sovereign, effectual call to salvation (﻿Rom. 11:29﻿; ﻿1 Cor. 1:26﻿; ﻿Eph. 1:18﻿; ﻿4:1﻿, ﻿4﻿; ﻿Phil. 3:14﻿; ﻿2 Thess. 1:11﻿; ﻿2 Tim. 1:9﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Heb. 3:1﻿; ﻿2 Pet. 1:10﻿).

i. Without God’s calling, without His choosing us, our choosing Him would be futile. 
ii. In fact, if God did not call men to Himself no man would want to come to Him, because the natural man—every natural man—is at enmity with God (﻿Rom. 8:7﻿). 
iii. The marvelous truth of the gospel is that God not only sent His Son to provide the way of salvation (﻿Rom. 5:8﻿) but that He sent Him to seek the lost in order to save them (﻿Luke 19:10﻿). God was not content simply to make salvation available. He has called the redeemed elect to Himself.

iv. That is why our calling is a high calling, a “﻿heavenly calling﻿” (﻿Heb. 3:1﻿), and “﻿a holy calling﻿” (﻿2 Tim. 1:9﻿). And that is why the faithful, responsive Christian is determined to “﻿press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus﻿” (﻿Phil. 3:14﻿).

2. The Characteristics of the Worthy Walk
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (﻿4:2–3﻿)

Here Paul gives five essentials for faithful Christian living, five attitudes on which walking worthily in the Lord’s call are predicated.

1. Humility
a. These characteristics, of which humility is the foundation, form a progression, the genuine exercise of one leading to the exercise of those that follow.

b. Tapeinophrosunē (humility) is a compound word that literally means to think or judge with lowliness, and hence to have lowliness of mind. 
c. John Wesley observed that “﻿neither the Romans nor the Greeks had a word for humility.﻿” The very concept was so foreign and abhorrent to their way of thinking that they had no term to describe it. 
d. Apparently this Greek term was coined by Christians, probably by Paul himself, to describe a quality for which no other word was available. 
e. To the proud Greeks and Romans, their terms for ignoble, cowardly, and other such characteristics were sufficient to describe the “﻿unnatural﻿” person who did not think of himself with pride and self–satisfaction. 
f. When, during the first several centuries of Christianity, pagan writers borrowed the term tapeinophrosunē, they always used it derogatorily—frequently of Christians—because to them humility was a pitiable weakness.

g. But humility is the most foundational Christian virtue. We cannot even begin to please God without humility, just as our Lord Himself could not have pleased His Father had He not willingly “﻿emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond–servant, and … humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross﻿” (﻿Phil. 2:7–8﻿).

h. Yet humility is terribly elusive, because if focused on too much it will turn into pride, its very opposite. 
i. Humility is a virtue to be highly sought but never claimed, because once claimed it is forfeited. 
ii. Only Jesus Christ, as the perfectly obedient Son, could justifiably claim humility for Himself. “﻿Take My yoke upon you,﻿” He said, “﻿for I am gentle and humble in heart﻿” (﻿Matt. 11:29﻿). 
iii. He came to earth as God’s Son, yet was born in a stable, raised in a peasant family, never owned property except the garments on His back, and was buried in a borrowed tomb. 
iv. At any time He could have exercised His divine rights, prerogatives, and glory, but in obedience and humility He refused to do so because it would have been to go outside His Father’s will. 
v. If the Lord of glory walked in humility while He was on earth, how much more are His imperfect followers to do so? “﻿The one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked﻿” (﻿1 John 2:6﻿).

i. Although humility is at the heart of Christian character, no virtue is more foreign to the world’s ways, The world exalts pride, not humility. 
i. Throughout history, fallen human nature, ruled by Satan, the prince of this world, has shunned humility and advocated pride. 
ii. For the most part humility has been looked on as weakness and impotence, something ignoble to be despised. 
iii. People unashamedly claim to be proud of their jobs, their children, their accomplishments, and on and on. 
iv. Society loves to recognize and praise those who have accomplished something outstanding. 
j. Ostentation, boasting, parading, and exalting are the world’s stock in trade.

k. Unfortunately the church often reflects that worldly perspective and pattern, building many programs and organizations around the superficial enticements of awards, trophies, and public recognition. 
i. We seem to have found a way to encourage boasting that is “﻿acceptable,﻿” because such boasting is done in the name of the gospel. 
ii. But in doing so we contradict the very gospel we claim to promote, because the hallmark of the gospel is humility, not pride and self–exaltation. 
iii. God’s work cannot be served by the world’s ways. God’s call is to humility and His work is only accomplished through humility.

l. The first sin was pride, and every sin after that has been in some way an extension of pride. 
i. Pride led the angel Lucifer to exalt himself above his Creator and Lord. 
ii. Because the bright “﻿star of the morning﻿” continually said, “﻿I will, I will, I will﻿” in opposition to God’s will, he was cast out of heaven (﻿Isa. 14:12–23﻿). 
iii. Because he said, “﻿I am a god,﻿” the Lord cast him “﻿from the mountain of God﻿” (﻿Ezek. 28:11–19﻿). 
iv. The original sin of Adam and Eve was pride, trusting in their own understanding above God’s (﻿Gen. 3:6–7﻿). 
v. The writer of Proverbs warns, “﻿When pride comes, then comes dishonor﻿” (﻿11:2﻿), “﻿Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling﻿” (﻿16:18﻿), and again “﻿Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, is sin﻿” (﻿21:4﻿).

vi. Isaiah warned, “﻿The proud look of man will be abased, and the loftiness of man will be humbled, and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day﻿” (﻿Isa. 2:11﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿3:16–26﻿). 
vii. “﻿Behold, I am against you, O arrogant one,﻿” God declared against Babylon, “﻿For your day has come, the time when I shall punish you. And the arrogant one will stumble and fall with no one to raise him up﻿” (﻿Jer. 50:31–32﻿). 
viii. The last chapter of the Old Testament begins, “﻿For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff﻿” (﻿Mal. 4:1﻿). 
ix. The Beatitudes begin with “﻿Blessed are the poor in spirit﻿” (﻿Matt. 5:3﻿), and 
x. James assures us that “﻿God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble﻿” (﻿James 4:6﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Ps. 138:6﻿).

m. Pride is the supreme temptation from Satan, because pride is at the heart of his own evil nature. 
i. Consequently, Satan makes sure that the Christian is never entirely free from the temptation of pride. 
ii. We will always be in a battle with pride until the Lord takes us to be with Himself. 
iii. Our only protection against pride, and our only source of humility, is a proper view of God. Pride is the sin of competing with God, and humility is the virtue of submitting to His supreme glory.

n. Pride comes in many forms. 
i. We may be tempted to be proud of our abilities, our possessions, our education, our social status, our appearance, our power, and even our biblical knowledge or religious accomplishments. 
ii. But throughout Scripture the Lord calls His people to humility. “﻿Before honor comes humility﻿” (﻿Prov. 15:33﻿); “﻿The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life﻿” (﻿22:4﻿); “﻿Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips﻿” (﻿27:2﻿).

o. Humility is an ingredient of all spiritual blessing. Just as every sin has its roots in pride, every virtue has its roots in humility. 
i. Humility allows us to see ourselves as we are, because it shows us before God as He is. 
ii. Just as pride is behind every conflict we have with other people and every problem of fellowship we have with the Lord, so humility is behind every harmonious human relationship, every spiritual success, and every moment of joyous fellowship with the Lord.

p. During the days of slavery in the West Indies, a group of Moravian Christians found it impossible to witness to the slaves because they were almost totally separated from the ruling class—many of whom felt it beneath them even to speak to a slave. Two young missionaries, however, were determined to reach those oppressed peoples at any cost. In order to fulfill God’s calling they joined the slaves. They worked and lived beside the slaves, becoming totally identified with them—sharing their overwork, their beatings, and their abuse. It is not strange that the two missionaries soon won the hearts of those slaves, many of whom accepted for themselves the God who could move men to such loving selflessness.

q. A person cannot even become a Christian without humility, without recognizing himself as a sinner and worthy only of God’s just condemnation. 
i. “﻿Truly I say to you,﻿” Jesus said, “﻿unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself …﻿” (﻿Matt. 18:3–4﻿). 
ii. At the height of his own fame and recognition as a prophet, John the Baptist said of Jesus, “﻿I am not fit to remove His sandals﻿” (﻿Matt. 3:11﻿) and “﻿He must increase, but I must decrease﻿” (﻿John 3:30﻿). 
iii. Martha was busy doing many things supposedly for Jesus’ sake, but on three different occasions we see Mary simply sitting humbly at Jesus’ feet. 
iv. In all four gospels the writers hide themselves and focus attention on Jesus. How easy it would have been for them to subtly include accounts favorable to themselves. 
v. Matthew identifies himself as a despised tax–collector, which none of the other gospel writers does. On the other hand, he does not mention the feast that he gave for his fellow tax–collectors to meet Jesus. Because of Matthew’s humility, it was left to Luke to write about that.
vi. Mark probably wrote under the tutelage of Peter, and possibly because of that apostle’s influence he does not report two of the most amazing things that happened to Peter during Jesus’ ministry—his walking on water and his confession of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
vii. John never mentions his own name, referring to himself simply as “﻿the disciple whom Jesus loved.﻿”

r. In a compilation of old quotes is an excellent paragraph written by Thomas Guthrie:

i. The grandest edifices, the tallest towers, the loftiest spires rest on deep foundations. The very safety of eminent gifts and preeminent graces lies in their association with deep humility. They are dangerous without it. Great men do need to be good men. Look at the mighty ship. A leviathan into the sea, with her towering masts and carrying a cloud of canvas. How she steadies herself on the waves and walks erect on the rolling waters like a thing with inherent, self–regulating life. … Why is she not flung on her beam’s end, sent down floundering into the deep? Because unseen beneath the surface a vast well–ballasted hull gives her balance and takes hold of the water, keeps her steady under a pressive sail and on the bosom of a swelling sea. Even though to preserve the saint upright, to preserve the saint erect and safe from falling, God gives him balance and ballast bestowing on the man to whom He has given lofty endowments, the tendant grace of a proportionate humility.

s. Humility begins with proper self–awareness, “﻿the virtue,﻿” said Bernard of Clairvaux, “﻿by which a man becomes conscious of his own unworthiness.﻿” 
i. It begins with an honest, unadorned, unretouched view of oneself. The first thing the honest person sees in himself is sin, and therefore one of the surest marks of true humility is daily confession of sin. “﻿If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness﻿” (﻿1 John 1:8–9﻿). 
ii. “﻿We are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves,﻿” Paul says; “﻿but when they measure themselves by themselves, and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding﻿” (﻿2 Cor. 10:12﻿). 
iii. It is not only unspiritual but unintelligent to judge ourselves by comparison with others. We all tend to exaggerate our own good qualities and minimize the good qualities of others. 
iv. Humility takes off our rose–colored glasses and allows us to see ourselves as we really are. We are not “﻿adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves,﻿” says Paul, “﻿but our adequacy is from God﻿” (﻿2 Cor. 3:5﻿).

t. Second, humility involves Christ–awareness. He is the only standard by which righteousness can be judged and by which pleasing God can be judged. Our goal should be no less than “﻿to walk in the same manner as He walked﻿” (﻿1 John 2:6﻿), and Jesus Christ walked in perfection. Only of Jesus has God ever said, “﻿This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well–pleased﻿” (﻿Matt. 3:17﻿).

u. Third, humility involves God–awareness. As we study His life in the gospels we come to see Jesus more and more in His human perfection—His perfect humility, His perfect submission to the Father, His perfect love, compassion, and wisdom. But beyond His human perfection we also come to see His divine perfection—His limitless power; His knowing the thoughts and heart of every person; and His authority to heal diseases, cast out demons, and even forgive sins. We come to see Jesus Christ as Isaiah saw the Lord, “﻿sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted﻿” and we want to cry out with the seraphim, “﻿Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory,﻿” and with the prophet himself, “﻿Woe is me, for I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts﻿” (﻿Isa. 6:1﻿, ﻿3﻿, ﻿5﻿).

v. When Paul looked at himself in self–awareness, he saw the foremost of sinners (﻿1 Tim. 1:15﻿). 
w. When Peter looked at himself in Christ awareness, he said, “﻿Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord﻿” (﻿Luke 5:8﻿). 
x. When Job looked at himself in God awareness, he said, “﻿Therefore I retract, I repent in dust and ashes﻿” (﻿Job 42:6﻿).

Intro. Our business success, fame, education, wealth, personality, good works, or anything else we are or have in ourselves counts for nothing before God. The more we rely on and glory in such things, the greater barrier they become to our communion with God. Every person comes before the Lord with nothing to commend him and everything to condemn him. But when he comes with the spirit of the penitent tax–collector, saying, “﻿God, be merciful to me, the sinner,﻿” God will willingly and lovingly accept him. “﻿For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted﻿” (﻿Luke 18:13–14﻿).
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