The Prayer for the Impossible

Second prayer chapter 1 & 3 each of these prayers conclude a major doctrinal section in the letter.
The significant thing to notice here is Tat there is no distinction in the doctrine that Paul has presented. However each prayer request a different result. The prayer that concludes each section is distinct in the effect Paul desires for the doctrine to achieve. 

Contrast the two prayers

Prayer 1 – Eph 1:16-20

Based upon the truth regarding God’s Divine plan

Effect requested divine enlightenment 

Wisdom and knowledge

The standing

Objective - 
A new man in heaven 

Man in the presence of God, 
Man in glory.

Prayer 2 –  Eph 3:14-21
Based upon the oneness of the body of Christ and the inclusion of the gentiles
Effect requested , Mature spiritually

Their experience in their Christian life

The state of the child of God

Subjective – Personal experience
A new man on earth 
The presence of God in man. 
Glory in man.

In this prayer Paul is going to give us the ultimate in Christian living

The prayer will demonstrate Paul’s spiritual goals for the congregation in Ephesus. 
In this prayer we will find some of the fundamental and essential ingredients in spiritual maturity.  
What is a spiritually mature Christian? This prayer shall tell us.
Spiritual growth here is biblically defined, and shows us  how is it measured.  What do we mean by spiritual growth?  Paul shall tell us, because in this prayer we see the maturity that Paul aspires to described.
Samuel L. Pierce “This prayer is undoubtedly the greatest prayer in all of the New Testament.”
This is a prayer for what is absolutely impossible.

The prayer begins in 3:1 and picks up again in verse 14.
2-13 How Paul became a prisoner for the Gentiles
Ephesians 3:16-21 (KJV) That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
If you look at it closely I believe that you will see three petitions in this prayer. They are easily seen if we look for the Trinity in the passage.
1. The First Petition – “Strengthen with Might” - vrs 16 (Holy Spirit)
a. A realization of Christ in his life, (Christ Presence)
a. “With might” – not describing the dynamite power rather a dynamo.  That dynamic power comes by the HS is experienced in the inner man.

b. Inner man versus the outer man – the regenerate man 2 Corinthians 4:
b. Strengthen by the HS (This is Paul’s request)
a. Old and new men are equally impotent.  Both are energized by a potent principle.
b. Old man energized by the principle of sin (Galatians 5; 
c. New man energized by the holy Spirit (Galatians 5; 1 Corinthians 1,) 
d. Energized to resist the devil, put on the whole amour of God, Be fruitful
c. “That Christ may dwell in your heart by faith” (v 17)

a. Paul is not requesting something new. This is not a second blessing.
b. This request is not for the indwelling of the spirit of God. “Christ in you” Eph. 1:26. Rom 8.  Indwelling is already a reality.
c. This request is for each believer to be energized moment by moment, and experience the fact of Christ dwelling in your heart.

d. He is requesting that every believer live with the powerful realization of Christ presence in their daily life. 
e. Christ is with me.  Nothing happens to me by chance. He is Lord in my life. He gives me power to recognize and resist temptation, He broadens my care for others.
f. The awareness of Jesus Christ actively involved in my life.

g. Each moment presents the amazing opportunity to be made stronger by the HS making us aware of Christ presence and power.

d. This is maturity. Conscience of Jesus Christ. Realizing the presence of Jesus Christ

a. This is spiritual growth.  

b. Can this be true of us?

c. Don’t we know our heart, pressures, frustrations, carnal impulses.
d. Is this more than we can expect?  Beyond reality?
e. Are you suggesting that this is a real possibility?

e. The strengthening comes from an understanding that we are Rooted in the  Love for Christ (v 17) The appreciation of Christ Love

i. Being rooted and grounded in love, like a tree or a building

ii. Able to comprehend on an intellectual level. To seize hold of, to grasp on a intellectual level.
iii. What are we to comprehend?

iv. Breath, length, depth and height

v. Due to the fact the subject is not directly mentioned in this verse it has led to some fanciful speculation.
vi. However look at the context. Vs. 17 and vs. 19. “Christ love.”
vii. In a intellectual way, understand these things.
viii. Breadth 

1. God loves the Gentiles and Jews. This has been the thrust of his epistle up to this point.
2. Acts 10:34 Cornelius – “ of a truth I perceive” = comprehend
3. All the elect of all ages, every race, and every stage of life, every strata.

4. The comprehension of Christ broad love is the death blow to denominationalism, sectarianism, prejudice, and pride.
ix. The Length of His love

1. Eph 1:3 Paul started describing the love of Christ before the foundation of the world.

2. Jeremiah says of this love that it is “an everlasting love”
3. John says” we loved him because he first loved us.”
x. The depth of His love.

1. Consider the depth of sin he found us in.
2. How far he condescended to rescue you.
3. Eph 2:1-2 “You hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sin.”
4. Paul paints a graphic picture of our depravity.

5. But don’t forget how deep he stooped to demonstrate his deep love.
6. Arthur Pink “If the breadth of his love is boundless, and the length of his endless, and the depth is fathomless, then assuredly the height is measureless.”

xi. The height of his love.

1. The height of his love is only measure by determining the height to which Christ raised the child of God.

2. Seated with Him in the heavenlies.

3. Heirs of God

4. An inheritance reserved for us in glory.
5. All of this has been woven through the first three chapters of Ephesians.
xii. The songwriter wrote…“Could we with ink the ocean fill, or were the sky of parchment made, were every stalk on earth a quill and every man a scribe by trade, to write the love of God abroad would drain the oceans dry,  nor could the scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky. Oh love of God how rich how pure, how measureless and free, “

xiii. That’s why I suggest that this is a prayer for the impossible. But it is Paul’s prayer that we might comprehend the love Christ has for us.
xiv. Who can measure it?
2. The Second Petition - To Know the Love of Christ  (Jesus Christ) (v.19) And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.
a. What a paradox Paul prays that I might know the love of God, but by the way it passes knowledge. It is beyond our comprehension. Only God can open our eyes to these truths.

b. This is not something you can learn from a book, or another individual.  This can only be learned by the daily experiential of living in the presence of the living Saviour.

c. This is the second aspect of spiritual growth in the life of the believer.

d. It is not the foolish man made markers or the deception of Satan that determines our growth in God’s grace. It is when the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of our understanding.
e. But alas it is humanly impossible.

3. The Third Petition – “That ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” (v19)

a. Fulness means that which completes. 
b. Prayer for the perfection of God’s excellence in these believers.
c. Ephesians 1:22-23 (KJV) And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.. 
d. In the end of chapter 1 the church is said to be the fulness of Christ.

e. Just as a body is the fullness of a head so the church is the fullness of Christ.

f. Fulness means that which completes. 

g. Paul’s prayer is that believers assume the communicable attributes of God. 

h. By being filled we complete the witness and testimony of God the Father in this world.

i. This is maturity, spiritual growth, the fruit of the spirit,

Why did Paul ever pray for such a thing. He has prayer for power, perception, and perfection. Is Paul’s prayer too bold. Not all all. Because…
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
None of this impossible, or beyond the realm of our experience God is able..
Look at Paul’s super superlative.

God is able to all, God is able to do above all, God is able to do abundantly above all, God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think.
Is it to much? No way.
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