	The Mystery Revealed


Ephesians 3:1-13 (KJV)  For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
This passage is largely a parenthesis, which runs from ﻿verse 2 through verse 13﻿. 
· Paul begins a prayer for believers to understand their resources as one in Christ and then decides to reemphasize and expand some of the truths he has already mentioned. 
· He does not actually get into the prayer until ﻿verse 14﻿, where he repeats the phrase “﻿For this cause ﻿” in order to pick up the thought originally introduced in ﻿verse 1﻿. 
· He seems to have felt that the Ephesians were not ready to hear his prayer on their behalf until they better understood—and were therefore better able to apply—the truths he wanted to pray about. 
· And it seemed essential for Paul to affirm his authority for teaching such a new and far–reaching truth as the oneness of Jew and Gentile in Christ, which he does by saying that God Himself gave him the truth and the commission to proclaim it (vv. ﻿2–7﻿).
· The primary reemphasis is on the great mystery now revealed by God that Gentiles and Jews are one in Christ and that there is no longer any distinction. 
· The revelation of the mystery is discussed in vv. ﻿1–3﻿, 
· the explanation of it in vv. ﻿4–6﻿, 
· the proclamation of it in vv. ﻿7–9﻿, 
· and finally the intention of it in vv. ﻿10–13﻿.
· “﻿To be specific,﻿” he says in ﻿verse 6﻿, the sacred secret never before revealed is that “﻿Ephesians 3:6 (KJV)  That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:  ﻿” 
· That verse is essentially a summary of ﻿2:11–22﻿.
· In ﻿3:1–13﻿ the apostle leads us to focus on five aspects of this divine mystery: its prisoner, its plan, its preaching, its purpose, and its privileges.

1. The Prisoner of the Mystery
For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), (﻿3:1–4﻿)

a. For this cause introduces the cause of Paul’s prayer 
i. that all believers are in one body (﻿v.﻿ ﻿16﻿); that the Gentiles, who were once far away, now become near when they believe (﻿v.﻿ ﻿17﻿); 
ii. that all believers are equally citizens of God’s kingdom and members of His family (﻿v.﻿ ﻿19﻿); 
iii. and that all believers are being built into God’s temple and dwelling (vv. ﻿21﻿).

b. However, before beginning his prayer, Paul decided to go over again some of those truths which prompted it, emphasizing their divine source. 
i. The apostle knew the value of repetition in teaching and the importance of establishing authority when teaching such new and non–traditional doctrine. 
ii. None of us understands everything about a truth when we first hear it. God’s truths are so marvelous and vast that we will never comprehend them fully in this life, no matter how many times we hear and study them. 
iii. Even things we come to understand to some extent, we often forget and need to be reminded of, and some truths would be unacceptable to our human minds if we did not know they came from God (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿John 6:60﻿; ﻿2 Pet. 3:16﻿).

c. The first truth Paul mentions is about his own situation and God–given ministry. 
i. Outside of the Lord Jesus Himself, Paul is by far the dominant figure in the New Testament. 
ii. He wrote at least thirteen of its 27 books. 
iii. He is also the dominant human instrument of the Spirit in the book of Acts. 
iv. And more than any other apostle he delineated the mysteries of the gospel, the truths hidden even to the most faithful believers of former ages but made known to the church of Jesus Christ.
v. In the opening of the letter Paul gives his credentials as Christ’s apostle (﻿1:1﻿), but here he speaks of himself as the prisoner of Christ Jesus. 
1. He had been a prisoner for some five years, two years in Caesarea and the rest in Rome. 
2. He had been arrested on false charges made by Jews from the province of Asia who were visiting in Jerusalem. 
3. They had accused him of taking the Gentile Trophimus into forbidden areas of the Temple, though he had not done so. 
4. Paul had faced hearings before the Sanhedrin, before the Roman governor Felix, before Felix’s successor, Festus, and even before King Agrippa. 
5. Had Paul not appealed to Caesar while defending himself before Festus, Agrippa would have released him. 
6. From Caesarea the apostle was taken to Rome, where he was allowed to stay in private quarters with a soldier to guard him (see ﻿Acts 21:27—28:16﻿).
7. Although arrested on Jewish charges, Paul did not consider himself a prisoner of the Jews. 
8. Although imprisoned by Roman authority, he did not consider himself a prisoner of Rome. 
9. Although he had appealed to Caesar, he did not consider himself Caesar’s prisoner. 
10. He was a minister of Jesus Christ, bought with a price, and given the special mission of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. 
11. He was therefore the prisoner of Christ Jesus. Whatever he did and wherever he went were under Christ’s control. 
12. Without his Lord’s consent, he was not subject to the plans, power, punishment, or imprisonment of any man or government. 
13. The Greek form of the phrase has been called a genitive of originating cause, to identify Paul as a prisoner belonging to Jesus Christ, who was the cause of his imprisonment.
vi. Perspective is all–important. 
1. How we view and react to circumstances is more important than the circumstances themselves. 
2. If all we can see is our immediate situation, then our circumstances control us. We feel good when our circumstances are good but miserable when they are not. 
3. Had Paul been able to see only his circumstances, he would quickly have given up his ministry. Had he thought that his life was ultimately in the hands of his persecutors, his jailers, his guards, or the Roman government, he would long since have given up in despair.
4. But Paul’s perspective was a divine perspective, and he lived with total trust in God’s purposes. 
5. It was not that he himself knew his future or fully understood the divine purposes behind his afflictions, but that he knew his future, his afflictions, and every other aspect of his life were totally in His Lord’s hands. 
6. Despite his apostleship and his many revelations from the Lord, Paul lived and worked by faith, not by sight. 
7. He knew—not because of what he could see but because of the Lord’s own Word—“﻿that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose﻿” (﻿Rom. 8:28﻿). 
8. That is why as believers we are to “﻿consider it all joy﻿” when we “﻿encounter various trials.﻿” We know that those trials, or testings, produce faith, that faith produces endurance, and that endurance leads to the perfection and completion of our preparation for living a godly life (﻿James 1:2–4﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Acts 16:19–25﻿; ﻿1 Pet. 4:12–19﻿).
9. Paul knew that his circumstances had “﻿turned out for the furtherance of the gospel,﻿” so that his “﻿Philippians 1:12-14 (KJV)12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; 13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; 14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
10. Paul was imprisoned for Christ’s saving purpose, which was for the sake of you Gentiles. 
11. Just as Christ was not crucified for His own sake, Paul was not imprisoned for his own sake, but for the sake of his Lord and the sake of those he had been given a special calling to serve (﻿Acts 9:15﻿; ﻿15:7﻿; ﻿20:20–24﻿; ﻿22:21﻿; ﻿Rom. 11:13﻿; etc.). 
12. “﻿Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you,﻿” he told the Colossian believers, “﻿and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church: ” (﻿Col. 1:24﻿). 
13. In the next verses he told the Colossian Gentiles, Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil﻿ ﻿ the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:﻿” (vv. ﻿25–26﻿).
14. Paul knew he was in the ministry because he had been called by God to minister. 
15. He was not in it for his own purposes, and he did not try to carry it out in his own power. He made the supreme sacrifices of unselfish service for the sake of bringing others to glory (﻿Eph. 3:13﻿). 
16. In 2 Corinthians Paul expands our understanding of this commitment: 2 Corinthians 4:8-15 (KJV) We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 13  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; 14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 
d.  The words If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward begin Paul’s parenthesis to emphasize his divine authority for this teaching. 
i. The Greek first–class conditional clause indicates that the condition (if indeed you have heard …) is assumed to be true. Paul is therefore saying, “﻿As I am sure you have already heard. …﻿”
ii. That about which they had heard was the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to Paul on their behalf as Gentiles. Oikonomia (stewardship) primarily referred to the management of a household, business, or other concern on behalf of someone else. 
iii. A steward was responsible for taking care of that which belonged to someone else. He supervised such things as buying, selling, bookkeeping, planting, harvesting, storing, the preparation of meals, the assignment of duties to slaves, and whatever else needed to be done.
iv. Paul did not choose his apostleship or his ministry; he was appointed. “﻿I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service; even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor﻿” (﻿1 Tim. 1:12–13﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Rom. 15:15–16﻿; ﻿Gal. 2:9﻿).

v. Paul was chosen and commissioned purely by God’s grace. 
vi. He was appointed a steward by God’s grace and then became a steward of God’s grace. 
vii. In ﻿1 Corinthians 9:16–17﻿ Paul articulates the sense of divine compulsion behind his ministry: “﻿For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will [the sovereign act of God on the Damascus road], I have a stewardship entrusted to me.﻿” 
viii. He therefore requested that men “﻿regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 4:1﻿).
APPLICATION - Every believer is a steward of the calling, spiritual gifts, opportunities, skills, knowledge, and every other blessing he has from the Lord. 
· Everything we have belongs to the Lord, and we are therefore entrusted as stewards to manage our lives and everything we possess in behalf of the One to whom they belong. 
· We are faithful stewards when we use what we have to minister to those within the family of God and witness to those who are without. “﻿As each one has received a special gift,﻿” Peter admonishes us, “﻿employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 4:10﻿).
· Paul’s stewardship was unique even for an apostle, and it was so revolutionary that he found it necessary to add that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 
· Obviously the mystery is that of Jew and Gentile being one in Christ, about which he wrote before in brief in ﻿1:9–12﻿ and ﻿2:11–12﻿. It was unknowable, incomprehensible truth hidden from all men until revealed by God (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿2 Tim. 3:16–17﻿; ﻿2 Pet. 1:19–21﻿). 
· And by referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. Paul was instrumental in revealing many mysteries to the church, but the particular mystery in view here is the one he has already mentioned in general and is about to state specifically—namely, that in Christ, Jew and Gentile become one in God’s sight and in His kingdom and family (﻿3:6﻿).
· It was Paul’s intention not simply to declare the mystery but to explain and clarify it. When Ephesian believers, and every subsequent believer, would read his explanations  Paul’s hope was that they would come to understand his God–given insight into the mystery of Christ. 
· Sunesis (insight) literally means to bring together and metaphorically refers to comprehension and understanding, mentally bringing knowledge together in order to grasp its full meaning and significance. Spiritual insight must always precede practical application, because what is not properly understood cannot be properly applied.
· The opposite of spiritual insight is “﻿foolishness﻿” (asunetos, ﻿Rom. 1:21﻿), lack of spiritual discernment. As is made clear from the first part of that verse, lack of discernment existed even though the necessary spiritual facts were known—“﻿For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations.﻿”
· Paul did not get his zeal for the gospel and his passion for souls from high emotional experiences, though he may have had many of them. His love, passion, and energetic zeal to win the lost and to build up the saved came from his great insight into the gospel. 
· The more he comprehended God’s fathomless love and grace, the more he was compelled to share and exemplify that love and that grace.
· Paul was so filled with understanding of the mystery of Christ that he sacrificed his health, his freedom, and his very life in the ministry of imparting that understanding to others so that they, too, could understand. And for him, such sacrifice was supreme joy:
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