Closing Summary
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. (﻿2:19–22﻿)

Paul closes his discussion of the marvelous unity of the Body of Christ by giving three metaphors to illustrate it.  In the picture of fellow citizens he shows how Jew and Gentile have become part of the same kingdom. In the picture of God’s household he shows how all believers are one spiritual family in Christ. In the picture of a holy temple in the Lord he shows that all believers are together a habitation for God.
1. United in God’s Kingdom
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, (﻿2:19a﻿)

a. Whether believers were previously apart from God and His people or whether they were previously nearby, they became one in Jesus Christ. 
b. Whether they were former strangers and outcasts or former aliens and guests, all believers in Christ become fellow citizens of God’s kingdom with the saints—the believers from every age who have trusted in God. 
c. God’s kingdom has no strangers or aliens, no second–class citizens. “﻿Our citizenship is in heaven﻿” (﻿Phil. 3:20﻿), Paul declares, and the only citizens of heaven are God’s saints.

2. United in God’s Family
and are of God’s household, (﻿2:19b﻿)

a. As if being members of His divine kingdom were not enough, God’s gracious work in Christ draws us even closer and makes us members of God’s household. 
b. Because we have identified ourselves with His Son by faith, God now sees us and treats us exactly as He sees and treats His Son—with infinite love. 
c. Because the Father cannot give anything but His best to the Son, He cannot give anything but His best to those who are in His Son. 
d. “﻿Both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father,﻿” the writer of Hebrews tells us, “﻿for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren … Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are﻿” (﻿2:11﻿; ﻿3:6﻿; ﻿Rom. 8:17﻿).

e. Heavenly citizenship and family membership are not distinct roles or positions but simply different views of the same reality, because every kingdom citizen is a family member and every family member is a kingdom citizen.

f. If believers have no distinctions before God, they should have no distinctions among themselves. We are fellow citizens and fellow family members, equal in every spiritual way before God. If God accepts each one of us, how can we not accept each other?

3. United in God’s Temple
having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. (﻿2:20–22﻿)

a. The foundation of the apostles and prophets refers to the divine revelation that they taught, which in its written form is the New Testament. 
i. Because the Greek genitive case appears to be used in the subjective sense, signifying the originating agency, the meaning is not that the apostles and prophets were themselves the foundation—though in a certain sense they were—but that they laid the foundation. 
ii. Paul spoke of himself as “﻿a wise master builder﻿” who “﻿laid a foundation﻿” and went on to say, “﻿For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ﻿” (﻿1 Cor. 3:10–11﻿; ﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Rom. 15:20﻿). 
iii. These are New Testament prophets, as indicated by the facts that they are listed after the apostles and are part of the building of the church of Jesus Christ (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿3:5﻿; ﻿4:11﻿). 
iv. Their unique function was to authoritatively speak the word of God to the church in the years before the New Testament canon was complete.  

v. They provided a solid foundation upon which to build

vi. Unlike The Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy.  Scientists travel yearly to measure the building’s slow descent. They report that the 179-foot tower moves about one-twentieth of an inch a year, and is now 17 feet out of plumb. They further estimate that by the year 2007 the 810-year old tower will have leaned too far and will collapse onto the nearby ristorante, where scientists now gather to discuss their findings. Quite significantly, the word “pisa” means “marshy land,” which gives some clue as to why the tower began to lean even before it was completed. Also—its foundation is only 10 feet deep!
vii. The fact that they are identified with the foundation reveals that they were limited to that formative period. 
viii. As 4:11 shows, they completed their work and gave way to “﻿evangelists, and … pastors and teachers.﻿”
ix. As Solomon’s temple was built without the sound of hammer, so the Holy Spirit silently places each dead sinner into the living temple through regeneration and baptism. 
x. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).
 

b. The corner stone of the foundation is Christ Jesus Himself (see ﻿Isa. 28:16﻿; ﻿Ps. 118:22﻿; ﻿Matt. 21:42﻿; ﻿Acts 4:11﻿). 
i. The cornerstone was the major structural part of ancient buildings. 
ii. It had to be strong enough to support what was built on it, and it had to be precisely laid, because every other part of the structure was oriented to it. The cornerstone was the support, the orienter, and the unifier of the entire building. 
iii. That is what Jesus Christ is to God’s kingdom, God’s family, and God’s building.
iv. Through Isaiah, God declared, “﻿Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed﻿” (﻿Isa. 28:16﻿).
v. After quoting that passage, Peter says, “﻿This precious value, then, is for you who believe … you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 2:7﻿, ﻿9﻿).

c. It is Christ Jesus Himself as the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord. 
i. Sunarmologeō (fitted together) refers to the careful joining of every component of a piece of furniture, wall, building, or other structure. 
ii. Every part is precisely cut to fit snugly, strongly, and beautifully with every other part. 
iii. Nothing is out of place, defective, misshapen, or inappropriate. 
iv. Because it is Christ’s building, the church is perfect, spotless, without defect or blemish. 
v. And that is how He will one day present the church, His own holy temple, to Himself (﻿Eph. 5:27﻿).
d. The church, the body of Christ, is “an habitation,” a permanent temple, of God in the Spirit. 
i. When believers come together in a building to worship, the Holy Spirit is present. 
ii. In that sense God is in that building. But when every believer has left the building, God has left it also. 
iii. God is not in any church building anymore than He is in any barroom. 
iv. Today God indwells believers, not buildings. 
v. We have previously stated that God has never dwelt in any building made with hands, and it is a pagan philosophy which places God in a human-made structure.

e. Christ’s Body, however, will not be complete until every person who will believe in Him has done so. 
i. Every new believer is a new stone in Christ’s building, His holy temple. Thus Paul says the temple is growing because believers are continually being added.
ii. Many cathedrals in Europe have been under construction for hundreds of years. In a continuing process, new rooms, alcoves, chapels, and so forth are built. 
iii. That is the way with the church of Jesus Christ. It is in a continual state of construction as each new saint becomes a new stone. “﻿You also, as living stones,﻿” Peter said, “﻿are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ﻿” (﻿1 Pet. 2:5﻿). 
iv. As kingdom citizens, family members, and living stones, believers in Jesus Christ are a holy priesthood who offer up spiritual sacrifices in God’s holy temple. As a living, functioning, and precious part of that temple, we also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (see also ﻿2 Cor. 6:16﻿).

f. The term a dwelling (katoikētērion) carries the idea of a permanent home. 
i. God in the Spirit makes His earthly sanctuary in the church, where He takes up permanent residence as Lord. 
ii. This would be a vivid perception for people living amid temples in which pagan deities were believed to dwell, as in the temple to Artemis in Ephesus (see ﻿Acts 19:23–41﻿). 
iii. But the church is no small physical chamber in which an idol is kept; it is the vast spiritual body of the redeemed, wherein resides His Spirit. (It should be noted that this is a distinct truth from that of each believer being the individual temple of the Holy Spirit, as taught in ﻿1 Cor. 6:19–20﻿.)
iv. Through the blood, the suffering flesh, the cross, and the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
1. aliens become citizens, 
2. strangers become family, 
3. idolaters become the temple of the true God, 
4. the hopeless inherit the promises of God, 
5. those without Christ become one in Christ, 
6. those far off are brought near, 
7. and the godless are reconciled to God. 
v. Therein is the reconciliation of men to God and of men to men.

cf. confer (Lat.), compare
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