Unity in Christ
Ephesians 2:13-18 (KJV) But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
Intro. - Those who formerly were far off were the Gentiles who had come to Christ. 
a. Far off was a common Jewish term used in rabbinical writings to describe Gentiles, those who were far away from the true God (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Isa. 57:19﻿; ﻿Acts 2:39﻿). 
b. Jews, on the other hand, considered themselves and their converts to be brought near to God because of their covenant relation to Him and the presence of His Temple in Jerusalem. 
c. But in Christ every person, Jew and Gentile alike, is brought near to God by the blood of Christ. And that nearness is not an external, dispensational, national, geographic, or ceremonial nearness—but is a spiritual intimacy of union with the Lord Jesus Christ (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿1 Cor. 1:24﻿).

1. Sin always separates

a. In the garden, during the flood, in Israel’s history, at the cross, and in the church

b. Isaiah 59: 1-2  Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid﻿ ﻿ his face from you, that he will not hear. 

c. The root cause of strife, discord, antagonism, enmity, hate, bitterness, fighting, war, conflict, and every other form of disunity and division is sin. 
d. The reason there is always perfect harmony in the godhead is that there is no sin in the godhead. Perfect holiness produces perfect harmony. 
e. And the only solution for divisions among men is the removal of sin, which Jesus Christ accomplished by the shedding of His own blood. 
f. Those who trust in His atoning work are freed from sin now in their new nature and will be practically and permanently freed from sin in their new bodies when they meet the Lord. 
g. The cleansing value of the blood of Christ immediately washes away the penalty of sin and ultimately washes away even its presence.
h. Because in Christ the great foundational barrier of sin has been removed, every other barrier has been removed as well. Those who are one in Christ are one in each other—whether they realize it or act like it or not (﻿1 Cor. 6:17﻿). 
i. The purpose of the Lord’s Table is to remind us of the sacrifice our Lord made not only to bring us to Himself but also to each other.
j. By removing our sin, Christ gives us peace with each other and access to God.
2. Peace with God and with His People
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh; (﻿2:14–17﻿)
a. The Greek text here has only one pronoun, autos (He), but it is in the emphatic position, as reflected by the addition of Himself in many English translations. 
b. The writer emphasizes that Jesus alone is our peace (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Isa. 9:6﻿); there is no other source. 
c. What laws, ordinances, ceremonies, sacrifices, and good deeds could not do to make peace between men and God, Jesus did. 
d. Those things could neither bring men into harmony with God or with each other. In the sacrifice of Himself on the cross, Jesus accomplished both.

e. Just as sin is the cause of all conflict and division, it is also the enemy of all peace and harmony. Built into wickedness is the impossibility of peace. Sin is basically selfishness, and selfishness is basically divisive and disruptive. 
f. We cannot always have what we want without infringing on what someone else wants or needs. We cannot always have our own way without interfering with someone else’s way.
g. James said, “﻿James 4:1-3 (KJV) 1 From whence come wars and fighting’s among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 
h.  Peace comes only when self dies, and the only place self truly dies is at the foot of Calvary. “﻿I am crucified with Christ,﻿” Paul said; “﻿nevertheless I live, yet not I but who Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me﻿” (﻿Gal. 2:20﻿).
ILLUSTRATION : During World War II a group of American soldiers was exchanging fire with some Germans who occupied a farm house. The family who lived in the house had run to the barn for protection. Suddenly their little three–year–old daughter became frightened and ran out into the field between the two groups of soldiers. When they saw the little girl, both sides immediately ceased firing until she was safe. A little child brought peace, brief as it was, as almost nothing else could have done.
i. Jesus Christ came as a babe to earth, and in His sacrifice on the cross He Himself became peace for those who trust in Him. His peace is not temporary but permanent. He made both groups, Jews (those who were “﻿near﻿”) and Gentiles (those who were “﻿far off﻿”), into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall.
j. In Jesus Christ, a Jew is no longer distinct from a Gentile as far as religion is concerned.  
1. In fact, since ﻿a.d.﻿ 70, when the Temple was destroyed, true religious Judaism ceased to exist.  
2. Not only was the place of sacrifice destroyed, but so were all the genealogical records on which priestly descent was based.  
3. Likewise, a Gentile in Christ is no longer distinct as far as his spiritual condition is concerned. His paganism is gone, his unbelief is gone, his hopelessness is gone, and his godlessness is gone.

3. One in Christ

a. For those in Christ, the only identity that matters is their identity in Him. There is no Jewish or Gentile Christianity, black or white Christianity, male or female Christianity, or free or slave Christianity. There is only Christianity. Our one Lord has only one church.
b. The barrier of the dividing wall alludes to the separation of the Court of the Gentiles from the rest of the Temple. 
1. Between that court and the Court of the Israelites was a sign that read, “﻿No Gentile may enter within the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is caught doing so will have himself to blame for his ensuing death.﻿” 
2. This physical barrier illustrated the barrier of hostility and hate that also separated the two groups. 
3. As we learn from the book of Acts, even a Jew who brought a Gentile into the restricted part of the Temple risked being put to death. Although Paul had not done so, certain Jews from Asia accused him of taking Trophimus, a Gentile from Ephesus, into the Temple. They would have stoned Paul to death had he not been rescued by Roman soldiers (﻿Acts 21:27–32﻿).

c. God had originally separated Jews from Gentiles (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Isa. 5:1–7﻿; ﻿Matt. 21:33﻿) for the purpose of redeeming both groups, not for saving the Jews alone. 
1. Christ forever broke down (the Greek aorist tense signifies completed action) every dividing wall by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances. 
2. When Jesus died on the cross He abolished every barrier between man and God and between man and his fellow man. 
3. The greatest barrier between Jew and Gentile was the ceremonial law, the Law of commandments contained in ordinances. The feasts, sacrifices, offerings, laws of cleanliness and purification, and all other such distinctive outward commandments for the unique separation of Israel from the nations were abolished.
4. That God’s moral law was not abolished is clear from the phrase contained in ceremonies. His moral law reflects His own holy nature and therefore can never change (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Matt. 5:17–19﻿). 
5. That is the law which for the Jews was summarized in the Ten Commandments and which for all men is written on their hearts (﻿Rom. 2:15﻿) and still commanded of them (﻿Matt. 22:37–40﻿; ﻿Rom. 13:8–10﻿). 
6. Jesus summarized God’s moral law still further by declaring, “﻿A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you﻿” (﻿John 13:34﻿). The Ten Commandments, like all of God’s moral laws, are but the structured and particularized love that God still requires (﻿James 2:8﻿).

d. All the ceremonial laws which distinguished and separated Jews from Gentiles were obliterated. 
1. Before Christ those groups could not eat together because of restricted foods, required washings, and ceremonial contamination. Now they could eat anything with anyone. 
2. Before Christ they could not worship together. A Gentile could not fully worship in the Jewish Temple, and a Jew would not worship in a pagan temple. In Christ they now worshiped together and needed no temple or other sacred place to sanctify it. 
3. All ceremonial distinctions and requirements were removed (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Acts 10:9–16﻿; ﻿11:17–18﻿; ﻿Col. 2:16–17﻿), that  He might make the two into one new man, thus making  peace. 
4. The emphasis is again on Christ, affirming that this new unity can occur only when men are united in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.

e. Kainos (new) does not refer to something recently completed, such as a new car rolling off the assembly line—one of many other cars just like it. 
1. This new refers to a difference in kind and quality, to a completely new model, unlike anything that existed before. 
2. The new person in Christ is not simply a Jew or Gentile who now happens to be a Christian. 
3. He is no longer a Jew or Gentile but only a Christian. Every other characteristic is “﻿former﻿” (see ﻿v.﻿ ﻿11﻿). Paul summed it up when he said, “﻿For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; for ‘﻿Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved﻿’ ﻿” (﻿Rom. 10:12–13﻿).
ILLUSTRATION - Another story from World War II is that of a group of American soldiers who lost their buddy in battle. They carried his body to the only cemetery in the area, which happened to be Catholic. When the priest was told that the dead man was not Catholic he said, “﻿I am sorry, but he cannot be buried here.﻿” The disheartened and discouraged soldiers decided to do what they thought was next best, and during the night they buried their comrade just outside the cemetery fence. They returned the next morning to pay their last respects, but they could not find a grave outside the fence. When they told the priest of their quandary, he said, “﻿The first part of the night I stayed awake sorry for what I told you. And the second part of the night I spent moving the fence.﻿”

f. When Jesus Christ broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, He moved the fence, in order that in Himself He might make the two into one new man. 
g. No person who comes to Him will be excluded, and no person who is included will be spiritually distinct from any other. 
h. In His flesh points specifically to Jesus’ death on the cross, through which He nullified, annulled, made of no effect, and invalidated (abolished, katargeō) the feud, discord, and alienation (enmity, echthra), thus establishing peace, as already indicated in ﻿verse 14﻿.
i. The words and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross demonstrate not only that Jew and Gentile (both is masculine, clearly referring to men) are brought together but that together they are brought to God. Reconciliation to each other is inseparable from reconciliation to God. As both are brought to God, they are brought to each other. The death of Christ accomplished perfectly what God intended—bringing men to Himself. ﻿Verse 13﻿ points to the blood of Christ, ﻿verse 15﻿ focuses on the flesh of the dying Savior, and now in ﻿verse 16﻿ Paul specifically mentions the place (the cross) where the blood was shed and the flesh was slain. How did the cross accomplish such reconciliation? It put to death the enmity between men and God (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Rom. 5:1﻿, ﻿10﻿).
j. The hostility between men and God was ended in the sacrifice of Christ. He was the One who received the judicial sentence of God for sin. He paid the price of death which God required and thereby satisfied divine justice (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿2 Cor. 5:20﻿). He became “﻿a curse﻿” for sinners (﻿Gal. 3:13﻿) and provided reconciliation of the believing sinner to God and to all other repentant sinners, regardless of race.
k. Reconcile is a rich term (apokatallassō) which holds the idea of turning from hostility to friendship. The double use of prepositions as prefixes (apo, kata) emphasizes the totality of this reconciliation (﻿cf.﻿ ﻿Col. 1:19–23﻿).
l. Man cannot even reconcile himself to his fellow man, much less to God. “﻿God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life﻿” (﻿Rom. 5:8–10﻿). 
m. Apart from Christ every person is helpless, sinful, and an enemy of God. As Paul says in another epistle, “﻿It was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in [Christ], and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross﻿” (﻿Col. 1:19–20﻿). 
n. The Scottish commentator John Eadie wrote, “﻿The cross which slew Jesus slew also the hostility between man and God. His death was the death of that animosity.﻿” The cross is God’s answer to Judaizing, racial discrimination, segregation, apartheid, anti–Semitism, bigotry, war, and every other cause and result of human strife. This is the great mystery of ﻿Ephesians 3:6﻿, “﻿that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.﻿”
o. The One who “﻿Himself is our peace﻿” (﻿v.﻿ ﻿14﻿) came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near. Euangelizō (preached) literally means to bring or announce good news, and is almost always used in the New Testament of proclaiming the gospel, the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ. From that and related Greek terms we get such English words as evangelize, evangelist, and evangelical. The phrase in our text might therefore be rendered, He came and gospeled, or evangelized, peace.
p. The heavenly announcement of Jesus’ birth was, “﻿Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased﻿” (﻿Luke 2:14﻿). Those with whom the Lord is pleased are those who trust in His Son, Jesus Christ. As stated in ﻿verse 13﻿ and explained above, those who were far away are Gentiles and those who were near are Jews. Every person, Jew and Gentile alike, has access to God’s peace through Christ.
q. Jesus is the Prince of Peace (﻿Isa. 9:6﻿), who promised His disciples, “﻿Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you﻿” (﻿John 14:27﻿). 
r. Like their Master, His disciples are also to be peacemakers (﻿Matt. 5:9﻿) and proclaimers of peace. When He sent out the seventy He commissioned them: “﻿Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘﻿Peace be to this house.﻿’ And if a man of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him; but if not, it will return to you﻿” (﻿Luke 10:5–6﻿). 
s. Peace surrounded the ministry of Jesus as an aura that continually blessed those who believed in Him. Among His last words to His disciples were, “﻿These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace﻿” (﻿John 16:33﻿). 
t. The ministry of the apostles and other preachers of the early church was characterized by “﻿preaching peace through Jesus Christ﻿” (﻿Acts 10:36﻿). 
u. The ministry of the Holy Spirit is characterized by the giving of “﻿love, joy, peace,﻿” and the other spiritual fruit mentioned in ﻿Galatians 5:22–23﻿. 
v. God’s kingdom itself is characterized by “﻿righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit﻿” (﻿Rom. 14:17﻿). The God of peace (﻿1 Cor. 14:33﻿; ﻿Heb. 13:20﻿) calls His people to peace (﻿1 Cor. 7:15﻿).
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